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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


REVIEW OF ENERGY SITUATION IN CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 14 Jun 83 p 11 


[Text } 


BRIDGETOWN: 


CARICOM, which has recently been rocked by a 


series of 


faces 


r 


now , 

After having had to wrestle with the seemingly 
intractable problems of university restructur- 
ing, Jamaica’s two-tier exchange rate, the crisis 
in the region’s garment, industry, and political 


conflict over Grenada, the 
must now make some hard 


There is an urgent 
need to rationalise > 
fining capacity in 
region. ricom con- 
sumes some 80,000 bar- 
rels of oil per day. 

Against this, the re- 

4 a rien, ae 

capac- 
ity located in the five 
refineries - one each in 
Jamaica, Anti and 
Barbados, two in 
Trinidad. 

Some 86 per cent of 
the region’s ref: ca- 
pacity 320,000 b/d) is 
ocated in the two 
Trinidad refineries, one 

owned by 


ment company 
ORIENTED 


The refineries in 
Jamaica and Barbados 
are oriented towards 

domestic markets 
of those two countries. 
Neither of these re- 
fineries however can 
completely satisfy 
their domestic market 
either in terms of 
ae a oe of 
range products re- 
quired. 

Furthermore, both 
refineries are _ ineffi- 
cient by modern stand- 
ards,and the economics 
of operating them are. 


’s policy makers 
ons On energy. 


to sa the least, ques- 
e. 

The refineries in Anti- 

gua and Trinidad are 

export oriented. How- 


ever, the traditional 
market outlets in the 


U.S.A. are drying up, 


dant uneconomical, 
and forcing them to 
seek regional markets 
as part of a survival 
strategy. But as the 
members plainly show, 
the regional market 
cannot accommodate 
the output of all five of 
these refineries. 


SITUATION 


Let us look first at 
the Trinidad situation. 
The main uct of 
Trinidad es has 
historically been low- 
valued residual fuel oil. 

This was a result of 
the deliberate deci- 
sions of the multina- 
tional oil companies 
that set them up, Tex- 
aco and Shell. 

The fuel oil was aimed 
at the U.S. east coast, 
most of it going for 
electricity generation. 
The com in gener- 
al reserved their Amer- 
ican refineries for pro- 
ducing higher valued 
products such as 

















CSU: 


tricity generating 
utilities from a reliance 
on fuel oil to a greater 
use of coal. 
Furthermore, as 
gasolene consumption 
peaks in the U.S. due to 
the -trend towards 
smaljer cars and creat- 
er auto-efficiency, 
can refineries are 
now using their surplus 
capacity to produce 
more fuel-oil domestic- 


END RESULT 


The end result is that 
refineries such as 
Trinidad’s are rendered 
increasingly redun- 
dant 


Texaco, the largest 
refiner in Trinidad, has 
been systematically 

aging itself from 
its ad operations. 

It has downgraded its 
Pointe-a-Pierre refin- 
ery from 355,000 b/d to 

,000 b/d. It has now 
offered to sell the 
Trinidad government 
all or part of the re- 
finery. 
In fact it has an- 

it would | 
to keep only a 2 per 
cent shai‘e of it, and has 
indicated as well that 
Trinidad is no longer 


important to its opera- 
tions 


The Trindiad Govern- 
ment is in a: 
It is faced with the un- 
palatable choice of buy: 

# with no 


markets for its main 
product, or else risk 


——- unemployed, 
with major repercus- 
sions ey Fernando 
the country’s second 

city. 
question of ac- 
quring the refinery 
comes at a time of 
rapidly evaporating 
foreign exchange earn- 
com- 


$298/701 


if it is acquired. 

_ The Texaco operation 
in Trinidad only has 
some 30,000 b/d of 
crude to its credit. 


toc operations. 

In all this, it must be 
remembered that 
Trinidad is now produc- 


Texaco refinery be sold. 
This is where the 
long-ignored Caricom 
market comes in. At 
roughly 80,000 b/d, 
Caricom consumption 
is about 40-SO per cent 
———* current . 
u capacity. It 
fs therefore not to be 
at. Here how- 
ever we run into real 
problems. — 

Jamaica is an exam- 
ple. With an oil con 
sumption of over 40,000 
b/d, it is Caricom’s 
largest oil consumer. In 
fact, it accounts for 
more than half of all 
the oil used in the re- 
"interest y enough, 
more than 6 cent 
of Jamaica’s oil con- 
sumption is residual 
fuel-oil, precisely the 

roduct that the 
sTinidad refineries have 
been specialised in. 


ORGANIC LINK 


One would think that 
there would be a natu- 
ral and organic link be- 
tween the region's 
main oil producer 
its major oil consumer. 

Not at all. In fact, 
Trinidad has in recent 
years supplied less than 
ten per cent of the 
Jamaica market. 

Most of Jamaica’s oil 
comes from Venezuela 
and the Netherlands 
Antillés. 

















ENERGY ECONOMICS INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


TRINIDAD PETROLEUM OFFER--ROSEAU, Tues., (Cana)--TRINIDAD and Tobago's High 
Commissioner to the Eastern Caribbean, Basil Pitt has said here that he hopes 
the 12-member Caribbean Community (Caricom) will take up Trinidad and Tobago's 
offer to supply the entire region with all its petroleum needs. "I hope that 
the member countries of Caricom will take up this and make this a real Caricom 
enterprise," he told reporters yesterday. Mr Pitt said he could not say what 
price would be asked by Trinidad for its oil, adding, "I would not be able to 
hazard that sort of guess. This will have to be worked out. Negotiations 
will have to begin." Last week Trinidad and Tobago's Energy Minister, Pat- 
rick Manning, announced in Port-of-Spain that the oil rich country would be 
willing to supply Caricom countries with its oil needs He said the matter 
would be discussed further at the Caricom Head of Government conference in 
Trinidad and Tobago next month Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 

8 Jun 83 p 1] 


CSO: 3298/701 




















ENERGY ECONOMICS BARBADOS 


PAPER VIEWS FATE OF MOBIL OIL REFINERY 
FL281439 Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 22 Jun 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "The Fate of Mobil Oil") 


[Text] The possibility that the government may close down the Mobil oil 
refinery offers considerable grist for opposition political mills since 
the Democratic Labour Party members of Parliament have been critical of 
the government's purchase of the refinery and the production and drilling 
facilities of Mobil Oil Corporation. 


Senator Clyde Griffith, minister with responsibility for energy in the 
Barbados Labour Party administration, has said in a radio interview, that 
the government has received studies which suggested that in the final 
analysis the refinery should be closed and the importation of oil and all 
finished petroleum products should be encouraged. 


He said he believed that sometime in July the entire matter would be taken 
to cabinet and the government would have to make a decision on the future 
of the refinery in Barbados. He also said that the refinery operation got 
its life from a 25 year agreement dating back to 1962 (when the present 
opposition party, the DLP, was in power). The agreement which might have 
been satisfactory in 1962 was not in the interests of Barbados in 1983. 


The government bought the Mobil production and drilling facilities of Mobil, 
an American corporation in September last year for $24 million. These were 
the only producing oil field and the only refinery in Barbados. 


Barbados National Oil Company was established as a subsidiary of the National 
Petroleum Corporation to carry on the Mobil petroleum operation. 


Since then Barbados’ production of crude oil has increased. The operation 
was switched from deep drilling exploration to shallow recovery. It had 
been targetted to produce one-third of Barbados petroleum needs locally. 
Present oil production (announced in April) stands at a record 1,000 
barrels a day and a substantial increase was expected in coming months. 


The potential for oil production in Barbados is extremely limited even when 
one considers the possibility of offshore exploration. But even the little 








oil we recover within our boundaries is significant in the context of today's 
high prices for oil and other petroleum products. The energy crisis of 

the early 1970's has dealt the entire world and especially the developing 
countries a severe economic blow from which they have not yet recovered. 

Even the oil rich countries tend to be drowning in a sea of petro-dollars 
because of the overheating of the world financial system with gigantic 
development schemes. 


That Mobil Oil Corporation could be allowed to be established in Barbados 
in the first place is one of the circumstances that has plagued the Third 
World--lack of modern technology adequate to exploit its own natural 
resources. 


In the scheme of world petroleum refining, the Mobil operation in Barbados 
was almost negligible, hence it would have been advisable for Mobil to 
divest itself of so small an operation. Government's decision to buy the 
Mobil operation was conditioned by the desire to keep the country's natural 
assets and their exploitation within its own control. The loss of jobs 
that could have occurred had Mobil been closed down at that time would have 
been a consideration also. 


One makes plans to resolve difficult situations, but when one discovers 
that the rescue effort is ineffectual or unduly expensive then one does not 
throw good money after bad. 


The government would have been severely criticised for sacrificing the jobs 
of employees of the Mobil operation if it had not moved to safeguard them 
then. It will be severely rapped if the workers concerned now lose their 
jobs and there will be the added criticism that the government should never 
have gotten into the deal in the first place. 


But hindsight is easy to exercise when criticism is levelled at another. 

In the sight of what has not eventuated, the government's decision to buy 
Mobil was unwise, especially when it is possible to obtain guarantee supplies 
of petroleum products at prices cheaper than we can make then. 


The fate of Mobil should also be viewed in the context of the need for 
regional cooperation. Recent years have seen a proliferation of oil 
refineries in the area, even though existing capacity was adequate. 


Now that the error has been recognised, the government would be less than 
responsible to continue. Miscalculations and altered circumstances can 
transform what seem viable operations into white elephants. Failure to 
make the necessary adjustments would be nothing short of criminal once 
the deficiencies in the situation have been recognised. 


CSO: 3298/1280 











ENERGY ECONOMICS CHILE 


PETROX RELEASES COMMUNIQUE ON GASOLINE PRICE INCREASES 
Santiago TERCERA DE LA HORA in Spanish 25 May 83 p 4 


[Text] In another surprise announcement, a new and considerable increase in fuels 
is imposed. The prices, according to a PETROX S.A. [Petroleum Refinery], have 
been increased by almost 10 percent for the benzines. almost 2 percent for petro- 
leum and parafin. The complete communique issued yesterday, states: 


1. As has been explained on previous occasions, PETROX S.A., Petroleum Refinery, 
determines the prices of its products pursuant to the criterion of import parity. 


2. Pursuant to that critierion, the prices in pesos of refined products vary with 
the changes in international prices of them, which are undergoing periodic ups and 
downs, and with the variations in the rates of exchange. 


3. For the foregoing reasons, as of midnight Wednesday 25 May, PETROX S.A., Petro- 
leum Refinery, has found itself forced to change the prices of its products in 
pesos. The increase in prices for gasolines is in keeping with the significant 
increases in exchange rates. These increases in international prices of gasolines 
are due to the rises in crude petroleum prices in free or spot market transactions, 
on which some of the news media have reported in recent weeks. 


For products other than gasolines, the increase in price is due mainly to the in- 
crease in the rate of exchange during May. 


4. PETROX S.A., Petroleum Refinery, has postponed the transfer of the internation- 
al gasoline price increases to the customers for several weeks. 


However, it cannot continue to do so since the maintenance of those prices means a 
loss of revenue of $40,000 per day. 


5. As a result, the sale price to distributing companies by PETROX S.A. will be 
raised in Santiago as follows: 


Gasoline, 81 octane: 2.64 pesos per liter (9.2 percent). 
Gasoline, 93 octane: 2.93 pesos per liter (9.8 percent). 


Diesel oil: .48 pesos per liter (1.9 percent). 








Kerosene: .57 pesos per liter (2.1 persent). 
6. Liquid gas, in turn, will rise 1.49 pesos per kilogram (4.0 percent). 


It is well to remember that early in May and then around the middle of the month, 
fuels rose from 4 to 5 percent as an average, 





8908 
CSO: 3348/436 




















ENERGY ECONOMICS ECUADOR 


NATURAL RESOURCES MINISTER DISCUSSES OIL PRODUCTION QUOTA 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 9 Jun 83 p A-l 


[Text] After thoroughly studying the behavior of the international market- 
place, the petroleum market follow-up committee, an agency of the OPEC, noted 
with satisfaction that "no significant violations regarding the petroleum 
production quotas and the official sale prices have been reported among the 
member countries, therefore the agreement made in London during the last 
meeting of OPEC ministers has been fulfilled." 


The information was furnished by Natural Resources and Energy Minister Gustavo 
Galindo Velasco in accordance with the report of the main conclusions reached 
by the eighth meeting of the Follow-Up Committee held in Paris on this date, 
which were made known by Mani Sa'id al-'Utayba, minister of petroleum and 
mineral resources of the United Arab Emirates and chairman of the afore- 
mentioned committee. 


In the light of the foregoing, the minister emphatically expressed his sur- 
prise at a news item appearing in the local morning paper ULTIMAS NOTICIAS to 
the effect that, accordirg to an international news agency reportage, there 
were "rumors" circulating in the "London petroleum circles" that Ecuador had 
not lived up to the accords on prices and production levels. 


In that respect, it was reiterated that the country and the Ecuadorean 
State Petroleum Corporaticn (CEPE), which is in charge of the marketing of 
Ecuadorean crude, fully complied with the accords and resolutions adopted 
within the OPEC. 


Ecuador reportedly violated the OPEC agreement on prices and production 
levels, the cable quoting the London petroleum sources says. According to 
that account, it had signed several sales contracts with U.S. and Taiwanese 
customers at a price of $27.50 per barrel, instead of the $28.45 that the 
organization set up for its crude. Besides, the AFP dispatch goes on, 
Ecuadorean producticn will reportedly reach 230,000 barrels per day when its 
top was set at 200,000 


It is estimated, however, that those violations, if they have actually 
Occurred, are not significant enough to endanger the fragile machanism of the 
OPEC since Ecuador is one of the smallest producers of the organization. 




















When disclaiming any violation of the OPEC rules, officials of the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and the CEPE pointed out that Ecuador has been selling its 

crude at a difference of $1.50 per barrel from the benchmark price. When the 
benchmark price of Arabian light crude was set at $34, Ecuador sold its 

crude at $32.50. At present, they added, that benchmark price is set at $29 


per barrel, and the country sells its petroleum at $27.50, thus maintaining 
the same differential. 


In reality, the sources reiterated, that difference of $1.50 is already 
traditional and in keeping with the geographic location and the quality. The 
benchmark Arabian light crude is 34° API while the Ecuadorean Oriente crude 
is 29° API, hence there should logically be a price differential as the OPEC 
itself provides. In that sense, they emphasize, there is no violations so 
far as the price is concerned. 


With regard to production levels, they said there is tolerance on the part 
of the OPEC to enable Ecuador to produce somewhat more than the quota 
assigned to it because it is a marginal crude producer, and an increase in 


its production level does not greatly affect the ceilings proposed by the 
OPEC. 


8414 
CSO: 3348/464 

















ENERGY ECONOMICS ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


OIL REVENUE--The petroleum revenue allocation program has been undergoing 
changes since 1974 with a consequential impact on the development and oper- 
ational plans of the Ecuadorean State Petroleum Corporation (CEPC). As 
disclosed in a session of the petroleum information seminar, the economic 
resources allocated to CEPE have been diminishing in the course of the past 
4 years while the hydrocarbons exploration and exploitation programs require 
huge investments. CEPE's revenues, which are figured on the basis of petro- 
leum sales, are limited to a price of $23.50 per barrel. The corporation 
does not share in prices exceeding that limit. Thus, this source of revenue 
is unjustly restricted for the entity to the detriment of the expansion re- 
quired by petroleum operations, and, on the other hand, it constitutes only 
0.5 percent of the total amount of the budget--i.e., about 151 million sucres. 
The main revenues of the corporation come from the activities peculiar to 
the enterprise, namely, the marketing of by-products, which totals 23 million 
sucres, followed by residuals [?] and other items, and the complementary 
financing operations. The CEPE budget for this year totals 29.04 million 
sucres, of which a little more than half is intended for exploration and pro- 
duction activities, as well as for the required share to maintain the con- 
sortium with Texaco and City Investing, for by-products’ transportation and 
storage expenditures, and for domestic marketing and administrative expenses, 
this last-mentioned item constituting 5 percent of the total amount of the 
budget. It was explained that the production cost of crude varies according 
to the exploitation area of the oil. This situation does not permit the 

' setting of a general price. It is lower in the Santa Elena Peninsula than 
in the Oriente areas. While the corporation's budget for the current year 
had its original amount readjusted, the total was subsequently revised as a 
result of the currency devaluation. [Text] [Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 
9 Jun 83 p A-6] 8414 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


PRODUCTIVITY COUNCIL HEAD SAYS OIL ECONOMY IS 'DEAD' 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Jun 83 p 4 


[Text] — «QUR OIL economy i . through 
y is dead,” Dr. Ralph Henry _recovery exports. 
stated on Wednesday night at the St. Mary’s (Later in the night in age BAD ag mad 
College Centenary Hall in Port of , who doubted ‘‘the oil industry is dead,’’ Dr. Henry 
He was one of three pengiets (together with stressed, given the zlobal implications and the 
Mrs. Diana Mahabir, a consultant and country’s own state of unpreparedness that it 
columnist, and Mr. David Abdulah, a leading was, at least, nearly dead. 





effort had to be expanded because ‘“‘Caricom 
provides less than two cent of forei . 

yey eomataly me icrerease. ange” an wht comy bg tk 
some 90 per cent. of ——_ was pricing itself 

revenues. In the export markets that demanded the use 


of high-technology (to which Trinidad and Tobago 
Drastic cutdown of demand would chop both of high-technology ( ) the country would have to 


sector alone induce a heavy wave of retrench- meet competition from places like an ne 
ment 


National Productivity Council (NPC) set up by Dr. Henry pointed out that the national export 
d ad- 


think phasis Singapore, where already industrialists had gone 

Steuinian to te pale pervtctn, fox tamsanes heavily into robotics and the use of devices like 
would very great favourable asers. ; 

Sertne te last ten ah Dr. esr one. the The Government was apparently aware of how 

public services had from about 33,000to difficult the whole exercise would be and was, 

more than 60,000 1 therefore, preparing itself to Internation- 


i. al Monet und assistance within anotler 18 
At the start of oe Qa referred to, the  Tronths. To that end the government was initiat- 
country was, confidentii pL ame a ing retrenchmert, reduction of subsidies and in- 
seem the country —stituting a wage freeze. 
is headed back to it now. The burden would fall heaviest upon the poor 
Even taking into account what the Lome workers. Holders of securities traded on the 
Agreement and the Caribbean Basin Initiative | Stock Exchange had seen their paper rise from a 
can do, ‘Trinidad and Tegege A o— = total worth of about $316 million in 1973 to more 


= than $1,000 million now but the poor are being told 
as likely to promote best economic _to “tighten their belts.” 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS 





NEW LINES PROMISE RELIEF FROM POWER OUTAGES IN 1984 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 7 Jun 83 p 15 


[Text ] 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


HUMAN RIGHTS AUTHORITY ON CHILEAN, ARGENTINE SITUATIONS 
PY030251 Buenos Aires DYN in Spanish 2134 GMT 1 Jul 83 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 1 Jul (DYN)--Gonzalo Taborga y Molina, international 
secretary for the Chilean Human Rights Commission, voiced his hopes that a 
peaceful and democratic solution will be found for the serious situation 

Chile is enduring and pointed to the clear libertarian and democratic tradition 
of the Catholic Church in his country. 


Taborga y Molina arrived in this capital today in response to an invitation of 
the committee in charge of organizing the march to be held tomorrow by the 
Argentine political youths. Taborga y Molina, who will take part in this 
demonstration, made statements to the media upon his arrival at Ezeiza Airport. 


In referring to the situation of human rights in Chile the visitor stated that 
it is “becoming progressively worse since the political constitution itself 
implies the overall violation of citizens’ rights." 


When he was asked about‘ resurgence of political and union activities in his 
country Taborga y Molina asserted that violations have taken place again 
"because massive repressions have been carried out involving a number of 
persons which in our opinion is sizeable in view of the current situation in 
our country.” 


He pointed out the peoples’ "increasing awareness" over concepts such as 
people's sovereignty and human rights. 


He then flatly refused to give an opinion on the imminent ousting of General 
Pinochet's government pointing out that he could only give his opinion on sub- 
jects related to his field which is "the situation of human rights in Chile." 


In answering a question posed to him he pointed out that the number of arrested 
persons who are missing since Salvador Allende's government was ousted amounts 
of 2,200, however, he pointed out that according "to the Vicariate of solidarity 
there are 465 cases in court of persons arrested by the government security 
forces and whose whereabouts are ignored up to now." Later on some of these 
persons appeared "but dead, in Lonquen, Laja, in various clandestine cemeteries. 
This prompted the government to issue an amnesty law which allowed the Armed 
Force's members who were found guilty of these cases during court procedures to 
go unpunished." 
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Toborga y Molinas stated that the Chilean and Argentine Governments handle the 
problem of missing persons in a similar way since this type of victim only 
became known to Latin America and the entire world due to the existence of 
authoritarian and militarist governments inspired in the national security 
doctrine which excludes the people as one of the elements of that security. 


He then pointed out that the Argentine Government ended the problem by issuing 
an official document while in Chile they did not have the opportunity of hearing 
the government's version on those Chileans who were arrested and later on de- 
clared missing. We hope that justice will be done some day in this regard. 


Taborga y Molinas also admitted that the number of missing persons has dropped 
since 1978-79 when the subject started to be handled at an international level 
and especially by the United Nations. 


Although it has been replaced by others the procedure of eliminating or kid- 
napping persons has disappeared. 


In referring to the Chilean church he pointed out that its position is in keep- 
ing with the overall point of view and feeling of the great majority of the 
Chileans. 


Further on, in praising former Cardinal Silva y Henriquez, he stated that "the 
Chilean Catholic Church, undoubtedly, has been very flexible and accessible in 
assimilating this long libertarian and democratic tradition of the Chilean 
people. 


"The call for dialogue made by the church and the democratic forces’ readiness 
for dialogue, especially, the pure pacifist spirit which all of us Chileans 
feel, moves us and brings us to this march for peace and democracy between 
Chile and Argentina will undoubtedly represent a sort of peaceful and democratic 
solution to the serious situation which Chile is enduring." 


CSO: 3348/506 


14 











COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, IDA AGREE ON LOAN PACT 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 15 Jun 83 p 4 


{Text ] 
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Neville Vernon Nicholls, 
signed on behalf of the 
Barbados-based Bank 
and Nicholas Ardito 
Barletta, vice- 
president for Latin 
America and the “arib- 
a on behalf of the 


This is the, second oc- 
casion in which the IDA 
is making its ‘‘soft” 

ds available to the 
B for onlending to 

tte bank’s less devel- 

ed member countries 
to’ accel i A 4 } 
Vv mt oO t e 
pubtie and private sec- 
tors. 


yp 
’ Th Jemuary 1980 twe 
agreements were 
IDA credits 
to B totalling the 
equivalent of US$8.0 
million. 


According to the 
CDB release, a major 
eligibility factor con- 


tinues to be the ex- 
treme fragility of the 
economies of the benefi- 
ciary countries, the ex- 
traordinarily high per 
capita infrastructure 
cost$ associated with 
their small size the 
difficulty they would 
face in having to ser- 
vice loans on standard 
bank terms in any sub- 
stantia) amounts. 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


PARAGUAYAN ROAD PROJECT CRITICIZED--Senate President Julio Garrett defended 
yesterday the Julio Mendoza highway project (between Oruro and the Chaco) 

in response to criticism published by the Paraguayan press. "With the same 
right and the same reasons with which Paraguay built the Transchaco highway, 
Bolivia has the right to build the Jaime Mendoza highway," Garrett stated. 

He was cited in Paraguayan commentaries for having proposed this project. 
Garrett added that the criticism made by the Paraguayan press are not very 
serious. On the contrary, he stated, "I think they are positive and auspi- 
cious to the extent that they express the peaceful purposes of the Paraguayan 
Republic regarding our country." He reaffirmed that the project is important 
for Bolivia because it will allow the integration of several zones of the 
country and will facilitate the regional Pan-American highway project. "This 
highway will also allow a real link between Bolivia and Paraguay based on 
trade, physical and economic integration, and the brotherly coexistence of 
their peoples. On connecting this highway to the Paraguayan Transchaco 

road, it will become one of the most important highways of the continent," 
Garrett added. The Jaime Mendoza project includes the Oruro-Uncia-Sucre- 
Monteagudo-Chaco section, and the bill declaring its construction of “top 
priority" will be considered by congress as of August. "If congress approves 
the law proposed by the senate, it will certainly be with respect for the 
feelings of friendship the Paraguayan people have and in compliance with 
Bolivia's real needs in the fields of its economic integration and national 
security,” he concluded. [Text] [PY231858 La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 18 
Jun 83 p 8] 


ARGENTINA HOSTS CUBAN DELEGATION--Cordoba, 20 Jun (TELAM)--A Cuban trade 
mission, that has been ih Argentina since 20 May, has visited Cordoba. 

During the visit, the mission toured enterprises of the metalworks industry 
and held meetings with industrialists from the railroad parts sectors. 

Lic Porfirio Paiva Mederos, who heads the mission, has noted that Cuba is 
undertaking a railroad reconstruction program and that within this framework 
and in view of a government-to-government credit, Cuba may purchase equipment 
and accessories, trucks, retroexcavators, and other related equipment for 
Argentina. Paiva noted that since 1974, Cuba has imported 3,209 wagons 
[vagones] from Cordoba and he added that his country is satisfied with 

the technology imported from Argentina. [Text] [PY201627 Buenos Aires TELAM 
in Spanish 1515 GMT 20 Jun 83] 


CSO: 3348/503 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


SPECULATION SAYS LABOR PARTY GEARS UP FOR ELECTIONS 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 16 Jun 83 p 16 


[Text ] 


ST JOHNS: 
GOVERNMENT'S 
recent appointment of 
a . Constituency 
Boundaries Commission 
is fuelling already rife 
speculation here that 
Antigua and Barbuda's 
ruling Labour Party is 
gearing for a snap elec- 
tion. 
The commission will 
review the current 
constituency 
boundaries and submit 
4 report to 
Parliament. 
Senior executive 


‘members of the ruling 


Antigua Labour Party 
(ALP), which has 14 of 
the 17 seats in 
Parliament, have 
repeatedly denied 
there are plans for 
early elections. 

The next elections 
are constitutionally 
due in another two 
years. 

However, ex-Premier 
George Walters United 
Peoples Movement 
(UPM), one of the 
Parties opposing the 
administration of 
veteran politican Vere 
Bird, has been match- 
ing a wave of country- 
wide political meetings 
by the Labour Party 
and has announced in- 
tentions of joining the 
small left-leaning 
Antigua Caribbean 
Liberation Movement 
(ACLM) to oppose 
Labour. 

Similar talks are in 
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progress with the 
Progressive Labour 
Movement . of 
Opposition Leader 
Robert Hall, which has 
three other seats in 
Parliament. 


Walters UPM has 
been holding talks with 
ACLM leader Tim 
Hector to form an 
alliance. The ACLM'S 
newspaper ‘‘Outlet’’ 
said ‘‘the discussion so 
far have been conduct- 
ed in a most cordial and 
warm spirit.”’ 


DISCUSSIONS 


Both Walter and 
Hector said _ the 
discussions are aimed 
at forming a_ united 
programme and policy 
as well as a united list 
of candidates in the 
event of an early poll. 

Hector said both par- 
ties would however, 
maintain their own 
identities, but will 
fight the elections on a 
united front. 

The ACLM which 
failed to win a seat in 
the 1980 poll, says it in- 
tends to ‘‘unceremoni- 
ously sweep the 
enemies of progress 
away from the centres 
of power, from the peo- 
ple who- have failed to 
decolonise the country, 
and who have increased 
fcreign domination.”’ 

The two leaders have 
dismissed predictions 
about leadership prob- 





CSO: 





lems in the event of a 
united front of opposi- 
tion forces, in view of 
the radical leftist 
policies of the ACLM. 
Asked if the new 
party would produce a 
sociajist programme 
since he was an avowed 
socialist, ACLM chair- 
man Hector said: 
“The need of the 
moment is not a 
socialist economy, but 
a national economy 
with a vibrant private 
sector in local hands, 
(but not excluding 
foreign capital in cer- 
tain areas of devel- 
opment) and this pri- 
vate sector, has to be 
allied to a public sec- 
tor, now in great debt 
and chronically ineffi- 
cient, and which there- 
fore has to be reor- 
ganised, made 
efficient, and viable.”’ 


Walter said: ‘‘The 
discussions have begun 
not so much because we 
as leaders have willed 
it, but moreso because 
the great mass of orn- 
dinary people have de- 
manded and insisted 
upon opposition forces 
creating a united 
front.”’ 


DEMANDED 
“He who ignores this 


call, ignores not only 
the needs of the mo 
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ment, but the will of 
the people’’, he added. 

But the Labour 
Party has predicted 
the demise of the pro- 
posed merger, noting 
that it is not the first 
time both parties have 
tried to get together. 

The ALP says both 
men are too “‘big’’ to 
take instructions from 
the other, and there- 
fore, neither will ac- 
cept the other as 
leader. 

The ALP said: ‘‘The 
peopie of Antigua and 
Barbuda will always re- 
ject Hector’s 
Communism for they 
value their homes, 
their land and their 
freedom. 

“Equally, **~ “eople 
of Antigua and Barbuda 
will always reject 
Walter who has 
demonstrated a total 
inefficiency in govern- 
mental affairs. 

Under him, unem- 
ployment reached its 
highest point, tourism 
dropped to its lowest 
level and peoples rights 
were abused.” 

The Bird Government 
has managed the econo- 
my well, creating an in- 
crease in growth even 
during the recession 
which adversely affect- 
ed the majority of 
other nations, the ALP 
said. 








COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


GOVERNMENT PROGRAM UNDER WAY TO BOOST FISHING INDUSTRY 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 16 Jun 83 p 15 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


BISHOPS REITERATE CALL FOR NATIONAL RECONCILIATION 
PY020055 Buenos Aires DYN in Spanish 1920 GMT 30 Jun 83 


[Excerpts] Buenos Aires, 30 Jun (DYN)--Today the Argentine Episcopate 
reproved the "proclivity for coups" and reaffirmed the validity of the 
principle that "the people are sovereign" in an extensive document on 
morality entitled: "God, Man, and Conscience" which was delivered to the 
press by Cardinal Juan Carlos Aramburu, president of the Argentine Episcopal 
Conference. 


The document also defends the democratization process by saying that the 
people's participation "is the best remedy for a diseased civic life." 


This declaration, the first of its kind by the church this year on the eve 
of the 30 October elections, permits the bishops to reiterate their call 
for national reconciliation and invites all social sectors to search their 
souls as a necessary step to overcome the profound moral crisis affecting 
the country. 


The bishops ask themselves: "Do we detest all types of totalitarianism? 
Or do we admit the anti-Christian philosophy that the means justify the 
ends? Do we deplore the madness of the subversive guerrilla war which 
brought death to the fatherland? Do we reprove the implementation of 
similar methods and ideology for its repression? 


"Unemployment, growing poverty, usury, low salaries, and unwanted immigra- 
tion have mortgaged a nation which was vigorous in the past giving shelter 
to millions of immigrants by providing them bread and work," says the docu- 
ment regarding other questions related to moral behavior in the socioeco- 
nomic field. 


The document, which makes a strong defense of the indissolubility of marriage, 
rejects divorce and strongly condemns abortion, which is labeled an "abomi- 
nable crime," starts with a short chapter advocating self-criticism on the 
part of all social sectors. The second chapter is more extensive and has 

a profound doctrinal nature aimed at explaining the basis of Christian 
morality. 
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The first chapter, entitled "The Need for Soul Searching," rejects the idea 
that the Argentine people's morale may have broken down, but notes that 
"we cannot fail to notice, however, that it has been put to the test." 


"We must overcome the present state of prostration in which we have no 
chance for improvement. Therefore, all of us Argentines--individuals or 
groups--must perform a self-examination and with humble sincerity question 
ourselves about our behavior, becoming aware that our actions have effects 
onthe whole community," the bishops say. 


Bishops also uphold "the enforcement of a just and humane law" under which 
“everybody, particularly those who are weaker, will not feel that they are 
being threatened but, on the contrary, that their freedom is being protected 
and preserved.'"' Bishops remark that "without acceptance and observance 

of the law, we will not make up a social body but a shapeless human con- 
glomerate." 


In the chapter entitled "Attacks Against Human Life," Bishops note that 
"several painful sins have been committed against human life: murder, 
genocide abortion, euthanasia and the improper manipulation of human life 
by scientists."' This chapter stresses that "some of those actions have now 
become particularly grave because of their widespread and systematic occur- 
rence." 


The document adds that "as a matter of fact, those actions are the conse- 
quence of the application of ideologies of a different nature--either 
subversive or repressive--under which violent attacks have been made against 
human life in an attempt to attain their own goals. This has resulted in 
terrorist actions, torture, mutilation, and murder." 


Bishops also refer to the government's performance and to the common good, 
stressing that "the government, which is facing a very serious situation-- 
both technically and morally--has at times been responsible for the causes 
that have generated the crisis." 


"Soaring inflation, excessive tax burden, tax evasion, salary purchasing 
power deterioration, reduction of investment in productive sectors, currency 
drain to foreign countries, offers of bribes in return for contracts or 
loans, indiscriminate and disproportionate indexation, usurious interest 
rates, unnecessary and expensive participation of middlemen, and sumptuous 
public works reflects such disorder and injustice in the system of production 
of goods and services in the public and private sectors that social peace 

has been seriously imperiled,"’ the bishops warn. 

"A nation going through such a crisis," the bishops point out, "needs time 
and sacrifice, restraint and hard work to recover. Everybody, individuals 
and social groups, must join in this effort and take their own share of the 
burden in keeping with their own possibilities." 
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They then note that "the government must not restrict union freedom" and that 
even though unions "should not yield to political influence, they should 
participate actively in the nation's political life with the purpose of 
preserving the common good." Bishops make it clear that "the objective of 
unions is not what people usually refer to as to engage in political activi- 
ties." 


Bishops then point out that "Argentines have an urgent need to restore peace" 
in our country, since "the Argentine people have replaced dialogue and 
negotiation with force, both internally and internationally." The bishops 
also point out that "we must recall that durable peace is founded on truth, 
justice, freedom and love." 


"There can be no peace without truth; no lasting peace can prevail under 
deception and lying," the bishops claim, insisting that "neither can peace 
prevail without justice, because injustice inevitably leads to violence." 


"The stability of institutions," bishops add, "is another condition for 
effective action by the government and the people in their search for the 
common good. There has been practically no institutional stability in our 
country over the last decades. The repeated disruptions of the institutional 
order have, as a whole, caused the political life guaranteed by the consti- 
tution to deteriorate." 


The bishops conclude by saying that "experience has confirmed the validity 

of the principle of the sovereignty of the people and that their effective 
participation is the driving force of politics and the best remedy for a 
diseased civic life. Therefore, we once again disapprove of what we referred 
to as the ‘proclivity for coups'." 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


JUDICIAL ACTIONS AGAINST EXCESSES MAY RESTORE LAW TO SYSTEM 
PY272039 Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 23 Jun 83 pp l, 4 
[Commentary by J. Iglesias Rouco: "The System"] 


[Text] Regardless of its extrajudicial repercussions, Admiral Massera's 
trial could be very beneficial for the moral health of the nation if justice 
is not applied strictly only in this or in other specific cases but in all 
the cases that have prompted similar reports--and atrocious actions as well-- 
and also if no civilian or military sector tries to use these cases as an 
instrument for political, personal, or party promotion or harrassment. The 
country does not thirst for the political achievements or defeats of anyone 
in particular but for justice. Furthermore, Argentina is not so much in 
need of punishing culprits as it is of condemning the system that led it to 
this bloodbath. Thanks to terrorism, the "dirty war" is currently a sad 
reality. But the government can never be allowed to be ineffective, 
although this has already happened in Argentina. In other words, if the 
system punishes the "excesses" and "mistakes" with the sole purpose of 
satisfying personal interests, if the privacy of those who appear in court 
is needlessly invaded with no respect for the dignity of their families, 

and if irregularities like the financial support extended by those who are 
in power--a real scourge in Argentina--are neglected, not a single step 
ahead will have been taken toward the restoration of law. It is that 
restoration which is our nation's most urgent need, and the tight spot into 
which those responsible could potentially be put will always be, in addition 
to doubtful, a mockery, a mere parody in the eyes of all Argentines. 


Some Signs 


In spite of the fact that Judge Salvi's decision has some of the above 
defects, and despite the silence that still surrounds the cases of missing 
persons, like that of Hidalgo Sola, or "affairs" like the adulterated gaso- 
line case, we cannot say that we are following a wrong course. On the con- 
trary, there are encouraging signs in this field. However, none of these 
signs are enough for us to set all the bells ringing yet. Among these signs 
we should point out the new investigation into the deaths of Cambiaso and 
Pereira Rossi, which has already caused the arrest of three policemen and 
the trial of Mrs Damianovich Cerredo. This issue, among other things, 

shows not only the extent and the commonplace nature of another of our 
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scourges--torture--but also the indifference, even more alarming yet, shown 
toward it by too many jurists. 


Certain regenerating attitudes can also be observed within the military 
institutions, although the current resistance against them--sometimes mere 
bureaucratic practices--is strong and it does not allow these attitudes to 
gain the public knowledge they merit. This is what is happening, for example, 
in one of the three forces as a result of the mysterious 2,050 secret fund 
account, which some of the force's commanders and attaches abroad have handled 
at their own discretion for many years. It seems that an inquest has just 
begun in this regard and that dozens of officers are being investigated (we 
have here a photocopy of a subpoena addressed by the defense minister to the 
lawyer of a captain in connection with this case, which has been labeled 
“military fraud"). This case merits further elaboration because it is an 
issue which clearly reflects both the omnipotence with which the "process" 
was conducted outside the law for many years and some of its mysteries, such 
as the source of its funds. 


With the purpose of purchasing secret war materiel, this branch of the armed 
forces (probably the others as well) makes use of the so-called documentary 
credit which makes possible the transfer of funds abroad. The purchase of 
secret materiel is generally contracted with periods of several years for 
the delivery, but since the military attache can withdraw funds by only 
presenting a receipt, he takes from the bank (abroad) part of the amount or 
the total of the documentary credit and deposits this currency to draw 
interest. Then, what is earned from this operation is transferred--or at 
least it had been transferred until 1980--to the secret account 2050. This 
account could be used only by special orders of the commander of the force; 
an order known to the heads of intelligence and logistics, and to the 
accounting and finance director. From what we know, the resources thus 
obtained were intended for the purchase of secret war materiel, and also 
for a house for the military attache, automobiles, "courtesies and honorar- 
iums,"’ including information for antisubversive war. Account 2050 was 
closed in 1980; part of the deposits and interest were transferred to the 
country (the headquarters of the force's intelligence) and part was left 
abroad, 


But the most interesting thing is--or it was--the other source of feeding 
this account, in addition to the normal documentary credits, and the tour 
this money took before going abroad. According to our informants, the initial 
local money, so to speak, was simply obtained from the Defense Ministry, 

with the objective--the official objective--of subsidizing the manufacturing 
of secret materiel in the country. Thus, the money first passed--or passes-- 
by the nation's accountant general's office, and from there, directly to the 
different organizations of the force in question, the General Accountancy 
Directorate and the area of materiel, where the investments are finalized. 
The surplus not invested should--or must--be returned to the Finance 
Secretariat General. But the fact is that in 1979, for example, of a surplus 
of $5.2 million, only $1.7 million was returned. The remaining $3.5 million 
was withdrawn in cash from Cordoba and taken personally by a captain to one 
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of the heads of the force. It is not precisely known what happened with 
this money, though it is presumed that it was forwarded, without the knowledge 
of the Economy Ministry, to add to account 2050 in the United States. 


These operations were carried out--or are carried out--in Washington and 
in Paris. In 1975, an Argentine military attache to Washington all of a 
sudden withdrew all the funds of a documentary credit opened there for the 
purchase of weapons, for a total of $17 million, by signing a receipt. 
These funds have never appeared in any of the official balances and were 
never submitted to the comptroller of the accounting office. Frauds were, 
well, numerous. 


According to our sources, a good portion of these funds--especially the cu- 
rent "loss," about which there are speculations of an apparent fraud--had 
been used in financing “the operations of a Deidades commando" made up of a 
"Volcano" organization which for years have led a number of "special com- 
mandos" who have been clandestine, active participants in the so-called 
anti-subversive struggle. With the name of "Nereidas," many of its members, 
who belong to the accounting and finance departments of the force, have 
been in charge of providing to this organization liquid funds, equipment and 
information. 


In conclusion, this is the story, or a chapter of the recent Argentine story. 
Without making judgments on the motivations--interests in some cases, patri- 
otic in others, but always outside the law--of this plot, it seems clear 

that from such a situation we cannot expect any full explanation (and by 

no means the truth). During the past few days the rumors of a coup have 

kept the country almost paralyzed. It is this past, and the absolute lack 

of good judgment with which the regime and the parties are wandering ainm- 
lessly through the electoral process, blind and deaf to the current situation, 
which is fostering these rumors. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


GOVERNMENT SOURCES DISCUSS RECENT ARMS PURCHASES 
PY302159 Buenos Aires DYN in Spanish 2143 GMT 24 Jun 83 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 24 Jun (DYN)--Argentina's arms purchases between 1978 
and mid-1982 have reportedly reached approximately $7 billion. This informa- 
tion was provided by highly reliable government sources which have nonethe- 
less indicated that "it would be almost impossible" to have an accurate 
estimate of these purchases. 


Argentina's arms purchases abroad have come to the fore in recent days 
following the release of a report by a semi-official Swedish agency. The 
report indicates that in the 1981-82 period alone Argentine arms purchases 
reached $13,901,000,000, an amount which represents 60 percent of Latin 
American arms purchases, including Cuba. 


Officially the Argentine Government has remained silent on the matter, 
except for Economy Minister Jorge Wehbe, who said that the figure was 
“actually absurd." 


According to the sources consulted by DYN, since the possibility of a war 
against Chile was first considered in 1978 and during the subsequent pre- 
war periods until the start of hostilities in the Malvinas war, total 
Argentine arms imports may have reached approximately $7 billion. 





However, it was noted that it is practically impossible to obtain precise 
data on military spending from "usual" government sources, because neither 
the economy nor the defense ministries have direct control over the matter. 
Each armed forces branch makes its own purchases through secret accounts. 


The sources also revealed that most currency transactions may have been 
carried out through the New York branch of the Bank of the Argentine Nation, 
that no transaction records were kept, that only the bank's president was 
aware of the details and that transactions--without details--were directly 
entered into balance of payment records. 


Trying to find an explanation for the mistake made by the Swedish agency, 
the sources said that even though the report's estimate was a "gross exag- 
geration," the mistake was made because military equipment purchases made 
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in the wake of the conflict with Chile were being "made known" only now. 
Therefore, they are being included with those of recent years. 


Another obstacle to obtaining the exact figure is that even though a great 
deal of military equipment purchases had to be made in cash on a sort of 
international “parallel market"--because of restrictions imposed by several 
countries, particularly the United States--other purchases were financed 
and presumably recorded as "capital goods." 


The $7 billion estimate does not include either the purchases made after 
the Malvinas war or the military equipment under construction abroad, like 
the frigates for the Argentine Navy, which will cost $500 million each. 
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USSR CHEMICAL INDUSTRY SHOW OPENS IN B.A. 
PY211939 Buenos Aires DYN in Spanish 1619 GMT 21 Jun 83 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 21 Jun (DYN)--Hector Monzon, chairman of the Argentine- 
Soviet Chamber of Commerce today opened the "Soviet Chemical Industry Show" 
at a downtown Buenos Aires hotel and said that the chemicals which the 

USSR sells to Argentina do not compete with the local industry. 


The exposition, which will remain open until Saturday, displays the produce 
of the Soviet state monopoly for chemical products Soyuzkhimeksport, and 
is, in fact, the first show of its kind in Latin America. 


The press conference held during the opening ceremony was attended by Viktor 
Rudnev, deputy general director of Soyuzkhimeksport who indicated that the 
Soviet corporation does not provide any technology "but merely sells to 
Argentina the products which the latter lacks." 


He further stated that "it would be ridiculous to believe that the Soviet 
Union is trying to balance off its trade by selling to Argentine chemical 
products" which are scarce or unavailable in the country [as received]. 


He explained that Soyuzkhimeksport maintains commercial relations with 620 
companies in 80 nations around the world and markets approximately 60,000 
items. 


In 1982 the trade between Argentina and the Soviet Union amounted to $1.8 
billion of which chemical products counted for only 10 percent. Argentina 
had exported agricultural products and foodstuffs. 


Rudnev pointed out that "bearing in mind the advantages of international 
division of labor and mutual interests related to the economies of the two 
countries, we are prepared to encourage and expand trade relations with 
Argentine companies within the framework of intergovernment agreements." 


He also emphasized that "Argentine businessmen have stated more than once 
their desire to expand commercial relations with the USSR by refusing to 
join the grain embargo against the Soviet Union levied by the United States 
in January 1980, for example." 
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CENTER PARTIES ELECT MANRIQUE-BELGRANO TICKET 
PY011215 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1050 GMT 25 Jun 83 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 25 Jun (TELAM)--The following is the text of a press 
communique that has been issued by the four political groups of the center 
after the negotiations that led to forming the Manrique-Belgrano Rawson 
ticket: 


"The Liaison Committee of the Popular Federalist Force [Fuerza Federalista 
Popular], the Popular Line Movement [Movimiento Linea Popular], Democratic 
Concentration [Concentration Democrata], and Federal Party [Partido Federal] 
has met today and decided the following: 


"1. To form an alliance of the four parties in order to run in the forth- 
coming general elections at the national, provincial and municipal levels 
under a joint list and ticket. 


"2. To support Francisco Guillermo Manrique and Guillermo Belgrano Rawson 
as candidates for president and vice president, respectively. 


"3. To elect Guillermo Acuna Anzorena as president of the Alliance Board. 


"4. The proclamation of the appointed candidates and the swearing-in of 
the president of the alliance will take place during a joint public ceremony 
to be held on a date yet to be established. 


"5. To finish, before the date of the proclamation, the drafting of the 
agreed program and of the charter of the alliance which will be constituted 
in the manner and with the attributions that have already been established. | 


"6. All the above decisions must be submitted for final approval to the 
appropriate bodies of the parties involved. Buenos Aires, 25 June 1983." 


The declaration is signed for FUFEPO [Popular Federalist Force] by Guillermo 
Belgrano Rawson, and Octavio Capdevila; for Popular Line by Jorge Arballo, 
Eduardo Galaretto, and Julio Fernandez Mendy; for Democratic Concentration 
by Marcelo Gey, Eduardo Aranda Lavarella, and Juan Carlos Maxit, and for 
the Federal Party by Ruth Monjardin de Masci, Andres Frescina, Juan Jose 
Catalan, and Carlos Bunge. 
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BRIEFS 


NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMAND--Buenos Aires, 29 Jun (NA)--Ist Corps Commander 
General Juan Carlos Trimarco will head the General Electoral Command, the 
Organization entrusted with the security during the elections to be held on 
30 October 1983. The General Electoral Command will be established during 
the second half of July and Trimarco will be assisted by a high-ranking 
officer from each of the three branches. The federal police, the provincial 
police and all the organizations in charge of overseeing public order will 
be subordinate to the General Electoral Command, for security matters. 
According to the current laws, the General Electoral Command must assume 

its functions no more than 60 days before the 30 October elections. Trimarco 
will be heading the electoral command as he is number twoin seniority among 
army generals, because the general with the greatest seniority, Llamil 
Reston, has been by-passed as he is the interior minister. [Text] [PY292225 
Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 1205 GMT 29 Jun 83] 


CHARGES AGAINST MILITARY JUNTA--Buenos Aires, 30 Jun (DYN)--Eight organiza- 
tions for the defense of human rights filed charges today against the mili- 
tary junta and the national government claiming that Institutional Act 1/83 
(Final Report on the Antisubversive War) is unconstitutional, and they 
demanded also the reappearance of missing persons. The charges were brought 
by the permanent Human Rights Commission, the Argentine League for the Rights 
of Man, relatives of missing persons and of those detained for political 
reasons, the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo, Grandmothers of Plaza de Mayo, the 
Center of Legal and Social Studies, the Ecumenical Movement for Human Rights, 
and the Peace and Justice Service for Latin America, which is led by Nobel 
Prize winner Adolfo Perez Esquivel. In their accusations these organizations 
stressed the total lack of validity of the military argument in trying to 
declare in a collective and anonymous manner the legal and administrative 
death of the detainees and missing persons as they claim in their so-called 
final report. In this regard they demanded concrete and broad legal action 
to solve the problem through trial proceedings and legal sanctions using 

the appropriate instruments so that the desired justice can begin to come 
about. [Excerpts] [PY012221 Buenos Aires DYN in Spanish 2149 GMT 30 Jun 83] 
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OPPOSITION POLITICAL VIEWS GAINING DUE TO PLP POLICIES 


Threat of Communism 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 26 May 83 pp 1B, 2B 


[Article by Colin Higgins] 


[Excerpts] 


COMMUNISM HAS found 
root and is growing in the 
Bahamas said William Gibson, 
guest speaker at Tuesday night’s 
meeting of the Torchbearers 
Association. : 

The publisher of the National 
Express spoke on ‘‘the surge of 
Communism in the Bahamas’’ 
and sharply criticised the ruling 
Progressive Liberal Party, 
which he said gives ‘‘substance 
to observations of historians’’ 
that the masses seem doomed to 
an existence of exploitation and 


misery. 
He said Communism and 
Democracy cannot co-exist. 


Addressing the gathering of 
young people and guests Mrs 
Janet Bostwick, Frank Watson 
and Mrs Patricia Isaacs, Mr 
Gibson described the theory of 
Communism as a ‘‘system of 
social organization based on the 
holding of property in common; 
actual ownership being ascribed 
to the community as a whole, or 
to the state.”’ 


BAHAMAS 


Dupuch Analysis 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 28 May 83 p 5 





[Excerpt] (This is the third article I am writing on 
indications of a new political trend that may 
be developing in the Bahamas). 

IN THE JUNE 10th election last year the 
results showed that, although the govern- 
ment had been returned to power with a 
substantial majority, the score in many 
districts was sO marginal it was clear that 
the government had lost considerable 
ground. Only a few votes the other way in a 
few of the districts might have over-turned 
the government. 

Both the Prime Minister and his Attorney 
General Paul Adderley were conscious of 
the obvious slide from PLP control. 

You will recall that Sir Lynden made a 

















vicious speech in which he declared the 
middle and upper classes...meaning, of 
course, the more intelligent voters...had 
deserted him and so he declared his 
intention in future to stick with the 
grass-roots. 

On. the other hand, the Hon Paul 
Adderley was more specific. He blamed the 
white vote for the drifi away from control 
by a Black government. Of course, he lost 
sight of the fact that the only two white 
candidates on the opposition ticket lost in 
the St Johns and Abaco districts, which had 
always been anti-PLP. Their behaviour 
revealed the fact that, instead of being 
grateful for another victory in spite of 
governmient’s obvious repressive excesses, 
they had been rocked by the total score 
which revealed very clearly that the PLP 
might be on the way out. 

There was also, of course, the score made 
by the Vanguard, which parades under the 
banner of Socialism but admits to being 
Communist-orientated...and also the 
Labour party. The score of both these 
groups was so small that neither of the 
major parties paid any attention to them. 
They were written off as failures. 

Some time ago a close friend of mine, 
who had no clear-cut convictions as long as 
his miserable tale was covered, commented 
that he wasn’t worried about the PLP 
because they were clearly capitalists. 

They are only capitalists to the extent that 
many of them are most active in enriching 
themselves, but in many other respects they 
display all the ugly features of a Socialist or 
even a Communist society in their excessive 
Bahamianization and land control policies. 

During the few days I recently spent in 
Nassau I felt that there might be a definite 
swing away from the government and the 
official opposition...at least the two lowest 
groups Cf opposition parties semed to be 
gaining ground. It was for this reason that | 
told you the story of how, at a time when it 
scemed clear that the PLP had failed to 
capture the support of the black voter...and 
the UBP was still riding high in the 
country...a single foolish act by the Old 
Guard overnight sct the PLP on the high 
road to Success. | 


Now the PLP government seems to be 
moving in the same unwise direction by 
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trying to kill monsters of their own creation 
over which they have lost control. 

Their threat to dismiss Mr Leonard 
Archer, President of the Bahamas Union of 
Teachers, because of his outspoken criti- 
cism of government has provoked strong 
resentment not only in the BUT but also in 
other allied unions that have drifted away 
from PLP control. 

Ordinarily, one would feel that this 
disaffection should strengthen the ranks of 
the FNM. But not necessarily so. The 
people now feel the need for a very vocal 
opposition which they are getting from a 
new element that is now emerging out of the 
darkness of uncertainty for the future. This 
new element is against the government, but 
it also feels that the FNM is not sufficiently 
vocal. This restless young group clearly, 
want someone to follow the example given 
them in the early days of PLPism when, 
under the leadership of Lynden Pindling, 
they broke all the rules of parliamentary 
restraint and common decency in getting 
their image across to the people. 

| 

Where is this new element in our society 
headed? 

On my last day in Nassau I had a talk 
with a young man who is strongly opposed 
to the government. He is definitely in the 
opposition. This was only my _ second 
contact with this young man. He told me 
things that seem to point the direction in 
which this new element is moving. 

He told me of some of the propaganda 
the Vanguard is now quietly spreading 
among the people that might have a definite 
appeal in a country that now seems to have 
a growing unemployment problem in a 
debt-ridden society for which there appears 
to be no solution...not in the forseeable 
future anyway unless the government offers 
a more reasonable approach on at least two 
or three vital public issues. 

This young man confirmed a report I had 
heard some months ago. It is that a number 
of Bahamian students are now being 
awarded scholarships at the University of 
Havana. This is a cléar indication that 
Socialist...or even Communist trends...are 
gaining ground at the grassroots level in our 
society, thereby threatening to displace the 
PLP at this level. 
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GOVERNMENT DEFENDS PINDLING'S FAR EAST TOUR AS BENEFICIAL 


Nassau THE HERALD in English 26 May 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


SINCE THE TOUR of 


Japen and Hong Kong b 
an official delegation led 


ing registration this 
eal wea. 


IN ADDITION teams 
of businessmen and in- 
dustrialists from the 
Phillipines, Hong Kong 
and Ja have already 
visited Bahamas and 
additional . ee are| 
due to arrive throughout 
the remainder of this 
year. Numerous business 
enquiries have also been 
received. 


THIS was revealed yes- 
terday by Sir Lynden 
Pindling as he answered 
, asked of him by 

“‘leader”’ of the Oppo- 
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sition, Mr. Kendal 
Isaacs. Mr. Isaacs 
wanted to know how 


many Fa pe soos. 
nied Sir Lynden; the 
names of those persons; 
which of those persons 
comprised the official 
delegation; a breakdown 
of expenses; and the pur- 
composition of the dele- 
gation oe sige . 
summary 0 even 
undertaken, and his im- 
pressions of the immedi- 
ate results, if any? 
"SIR LYNDEN respond- 
ed in a five and a half 
ge statement which he 
read to Mr. Isaacs. 


mpanied at a public 
companied at a public 
cost of $98,922.77 which 
defrayed the expenses of 
12 persons who com- 
prised the official dele- 
ation, which was se- 
fected by the government 
from among persons 
known to it to be compe- 
tent in their respective 
fields and supportive of 
its policies. 
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PLP GOVERNMENT BLASTED BY DIVERGENT GROUPS 


Youth Congress Criticism 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 21 May 83 ppl, 13 


[Article by Rosemarie Johnson] 


[Text ] 


CRITICIZING THE PLP for 
betraying the revolution of 1967, 
National Youth Congress Lead- 
er Ortland Bodie Jr today said 
the present leadership of the 
government has to go. 

‘*The Progressive Liberal 
Party-led government is fast. 
losing the last shreds of credibilg 
ity that it has with our pedole.. 
While we in the .Natiogal 
Congress continue to support 
the over-all schemes proposed 
by the PLP, we hold no brief 
for high unemployment and a 
stagnated economy,’’ said Mr 
Bodie. 

With the long months of yet 
another summer approaching, 
the National Youth Congress is 
concerned that neither the gov- 
ernment nor the private sector 
has outlined any programmes 
for jobs for vouths or even 
better business conditions. 

‘In October at the PLP 
National Convention we are 
going to ask that the party 
review the performance of the 
entire Cabinet, including the 
PM, and we in the National 
Congress feel that capitalism, 
public enterprise and free en- 
terprise and other cliches have 
failed and we are going to 
advocate socialism,’’ said Mr 
Bodie, who was quick to point 
out that the Congress is ‘‘bit- 
terly anti-Communist, we 
believe in the power of the 
Almighty God.”’ 

Mr Bodie said that under 
socialism everyone who wants a 


iob will be able to have one and 
the Bahamas could renegotiate 
any military agreement which it 
might have at present with the 
US government and ‘‘we would 
prefer not to have to turn to the 
other super power (Russia), but 
then why not?’’ 

The leader of the NYC said 
the PLP and the FNM are only 
concerned with political power 
and not in economic power 
being distributed to the average 
man and woman. 

‘We feel that while the 
matrimonial bill proposed by 
the PM is relevant it should not 
be a matter of priority.”” Mr 
Bodie said that since 1967 the 
PLP has been concerned with 
social legalization, ‘‘we now 
need economic legalization. We 
feel they (PLP) have their 
priorities mixed up.”’ 

‘We are PLP, but we feel 
that the present leadership has 
betrayed the revolution of 1967. 
We have peopl. telking Toy! 
and saying nothing, That's ali 
you have in the PLP,”” said Mr 
Bodie. 

if the Prime Minister were to 
look inward and not to the Far 
East, Mr Bodie said he may 
find that ‘‘we hold the key to 
our own economic problems."’ 

‘*Because of our strategic 
location and our vital shipping 
lanes, our nation could control 
the Caribbean (Atlantic side). 
The USA needs us more than 
we need them. Yet the delay in 
negotiating new leases on the 
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present military installations 
goes on. Why?’ asked Mr 
Bodie. 

In the weeks ahead, said Mr 
Bodie, the National Youth 
Congress will launch a sustained 
and realistic community cam- 
paign to re-politicalize and 
educate the following special 
interest groups — high school 
leavers, unemployed youth, 
Rastafarians and the elderly. 

‘After this has been done, 
the NYC will then reassess the 
performance of the PLP gov- 
ernment and suggest by all 
means available, the way by 
which the men who lead may be 
able to quit frustrating the 
people of this nation,’’ Mr 
Bodie stated. 

‘*The present leadership has 
to go. It is totally stagnant from 
the PM down it appears,’’ Mr 
Bodie said. He wants to see 
management committees set up 
in all constituencies rather than 
One person having all the 
power. Each committee he 
explained would consist only of 


people who lived within the 
constituency. 

The PLP was elected to 
govern in ‘‘a pragmatic and 
pluralistic way. The exact 
Opposite has occurred instead. 
Why?”’ Mr Bodie asked. 

The Prime Minister, he said, 
has lost the ‘‘personal touth. 
He has isolated himself and his 
cronies in the glass tower.’’ Mr 
Bodie pointed out that a few 
years ago Mr Pindling literally 
marched with the people. ‘‘Now 
he drives through in either the 
Caddie, the BMW, the Rolls or 
the little white car.’’ 

**Tin gods and Iron Men now 
walk amongst us again. Cabinet 
Ministers, who know better, 
ride around like little 
**peacocks’’ in their new 1983 
Crowns. Cars fit for kings, but 
bought at the people's 
expense,’’ said Mr Bodie. These 
men, he noted are paid $70,000 
per annum each, ‘“‘let them 
conduct themselves so that there 
should not even appear to be 
abuse of public office.” 


Baptist Leader's Remarks 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 25 May 83 p 1 


[Article by Dillette Thompson] 


[Text ] 


A GOVERNMENT that came 
to power primarily through the 
strenuous efforts of the 
Church, particularly through 
the Baptist Church, now 
seeks to ignore the voice of 
that Church, said Baptist 
Missionary and Educational 
Convention President Rev. 
Charlies Saunders last night in 
his annaul address to the 
church's 48th annual con- 
vention. 

Rev Saunders denounced 
Government's decision to grant 
licences to three additional 
casinos, pointing out that the 
issue ‘‘transcends political ties, 
affiliations and barriers.’’ Rev. 
Saunders described the decision 
as “‘the most controversial issue 
in recent times.”’ 

‘To add insult to injury,”’ he 
said, **the Government is bemg 
supported by certain factions in 
the Church, the Baptist Church 
included, who have no Chris- 
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tion. stability and who seem 
hell-bent on political peddling; 
thus sacrificing their spirituality 
for a dish of pottage.”’ 

Sitting on the Transfiguration 
Church platform listening to the 
address was Prime Minister Sir 
Lynden Pindling and Opposi- 
tion Leader Kendal Isaacs. 

Government, he said, points 
an accusing finger at the 
Church, charging that her 
message is not effective and that 
she has not been the cure for 
society’s ills. 

‘*How can she when her pleas 
go unheeded? How can _ she 
when every month we see a new 
bar-room opened and the law 
limiting the age of who should 
go into them is not enforced? 
How can she when the clubs are 
opened all day on Sundays and 
young people can enter them 
indiscriminately, irrespective of 
age?’’ he asked. The congrega- 
tion responded with a fervent 








‘"Amen"’ as many nodded their. 
heads. 

Rev. Saunders said the et 
list siggy ces is willl 
support Government im its 
undertakings* in the 
interest, as far ascits Christian 
conscience permits. ‘‘But 
equally, we will vigorously op- 
pose those that are not in 
accord with our Christian prin- 
ciples,’’ he warned. 

Rev. Saunders dismissesd the 
argument of supporters of Gov- 
ernment’s gambling policy as 
‘‘iniquitous’’. ‘*The fact that 
some members of the Christian 
Church buy numbers or even 
gamble does not invalidaie or 
even negate the Baptist doctrine 
on gambling...Because there are 
a few delinquents among us we 
will not be cajoled into chang- 
ing our posture,”" he said in his 
hard stand against gambling. 
The Minister added that these 
people would unhesitatingly 
admit that they are wrong. 
‘“‘How many of us have not 
yielded to some form of 
temptation at some point in 
time? Does this or should this 
make the Church preach a 
compromising Gospel? God 
forbid!" he said. 


his political obligations and his 
allegiance to God, Rev. Saun- 
ders said. ‘‘No man,’ he 
stressed, ‘‘can serve two 
masters...all of us can and must 
be full-time Christians.’’ 

Rev. Saunders also spoke 
unilinchingly about the 1982 
General Elections, and the ‘‘po- 
litica) immaturity”’ that he said 
prevails in the Bahamas even 
among the politicians. ‘‘The 
level of debate and indeed the 
decorum of certain members of 
both Houses were of a very low 
standard and left much to be 
desired,’’ he said. Rev. Saun- 
ders said he was ‘‘terribly 
disappointed”’ when the election 
campaign ‘‘was reduced to a 
low level of character 
assassination and personal at- 
tacks’’ instead of dealing with 
the issues. 


The Baptist Minister said the 
1982 elections produced an un- 
precedented number of election 
petitions which must have 

‘‘raised eyebrows even though 
the election courts did not 
overturn any of the results.”’ 


“In order to avoid a recur- 
rence of this situation it might 
be advisable, in the event of 








boundary changes, to allow 
more time to elapse before an 
election is called,’’ he said. 


The Christian must know 
where to draw the line between 
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(‘Text | DELEGATES attending The Bahamas National Baptist Missionary and Educa- 
tional Convention's 48th Annual Meeting this past Tuesday, must have thought 
that they were at the Southern Recreation Grounds listening to a major speech 
in the heart of a political campaign. Rev.Charles Saunders succeeded in con- 
firming our suspicion that he has a political chip on his shoulder and relishes 
the opportunity to lambast the government when, in fact, he should be preach- 
ing God's word. 


SPEAKING on the convention's theme "The tragedy of a Stagnant Vision." Rev. 
Saunders removed his boxing gloves and decided to attack the Government with 
his bare knuckles. He prefaced his remarks by assuring delegates that although 
he did not intend to stir them to muting and rage he would try and convince 
them that they should mobilize themselves to combat the satanic forces that 

are working feverishly to engulf and enslave us. 


WHO are these satanic forces? Well, according to Rev. Saunders, the church is 
wrestling against principalities, against powers, against the ruler of the 














darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Was this 
a theological synonym for The Bahamas Government. Was Rev. Saunders telling 
his delegates (who were probably more PLP then FNM) that their government 


rules on the dark, shady side of We must seriously question his 
things and engage in wicked- motives when he makes 
ness? You bet your bottom dol- statements such as ‘This gov- 
lar that that’s what he was say- ernment that came to power 
7 primarily through the stren- 
IN FACT, he just about came uous efforts of the church, par- 
right out and said as much. Af ticularly the Baptist Church, 
ter describing the FNM Parlia- now seeks to ignore the voice of 
mentarians as being “seasoned the church.” Such outlandish 
and knowledgeable”, he said statements are quite amusing 
that because of Janet Bost- on the one hand but deadly se- 
wick’s election, Bahamian rious on the other in that they 
women can now proudly lift are completely unfounded 
their heads to the rising sun. 1S ignoring the 
Any attempt to snub this event, church merely because it 
he said, is wicked (in obvious doesn’t heed Rev. Saunders ev 
reference to the accusation that ery beck and call? The fact of 
ZNS, while acting on govern- the matter is that government 
ment’s orders, ge ed has taken great to ensure 
"s q 
peony Rep nigga dn —— ee 
cal speech? You be the judge REV. Saunders should keep 
his polotical comments to him- 
REV. Saunders, in our view, self or wait until the next anti- 
was given a divine annoint government rally is held oa the 
ment, not a political appoint- Southern Recreation Grounds 
ment and ought therefore to before he engages in the Bible- 
cease his practice of making laced but politically-based com- 
statements that are blatantly mentary that he subjected dele- 
and purely political in nature gates to this week. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


PLP ORGAN RIDICULES SNAP, NOTES DISSENSION AMONG LEADERS 


Nassau THE HERALD in English 26 May 83 p l 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


WE HAVE BEEN 
AMUSED by the great 
deal of political hay 
Etienne has been 
phot SA to make 
about fact that a 

of students have 


ernment will have to remember 
the name SNAP. 
THE Prime Minister, Sir Lyn- 
den ’s response to Mr 
’s statement was will 
the young people (protest) 
the Government with or 
ing? All Baham- 
ians by now that the 
forces have taken 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





ROW CONTINUES BETWEEN GOVERNMENT-TEACHERS UNION, ARCHER 


BUT Conditions 


Nassau THE HERALD in English 26 May 83 ppl, 6 


[Text ] 





THE BAHAMAS UNION OF TEACHERS headed by 
A. Leonard Archer has ordered its members to ‘‘work 


cious attempt by the Min- 


SEE 
ete 
Teak 
a1! g 
te 


: 
fi 


wards the Union, the 
Union has no other choice 





to believe that the Gov- 
ermmnent is about to ter- 
minate his employment. 
He has admitted to The 
Herald in telephone con- 
versations, however, that 
even if the Ministry 
wanted to fire him the 


September. 
THE [BUT in its 14 con- 














there be a disruption in the pow- net e to clean scheol 
er supply for example then tea- yards and classrooms 
chers should discontinue teach- *6. There will be no further 
ing Even the most modern participation in fund raising ac- 
in the United States or tivities fer schools; for exam- 
the United utilities ple: fairs, fashion shows, etc 
are subject to fail periodically. °7. There will be no selling of 
Classes continue in those coun- tickets er the ef mo- 
tries but the BUT now says that cael tin ae acon, 
a ae: 8.Se country if nected with scheol or the com- 
were to happen. munity for example: raffle 
says: 
“No staff meetings will be at- <i 
tended unleas held between the ae ee ae ee 
hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. This ing of staff and organization 
does NOT include lunchtime.” forms by teachers 
Again the emphasis on the word *9. Teachers should not be re- 
NOT is the BUT’s. What this oe Se come of 
means is that the education of > Se Se Iocene « ve 
Bahamian children will have to cords ether than these coe- 
be ji : cerned with the students’ aca- 
interrupted since the Union demic 
has decided that it won’t attend *1 = 
pny Mee owe A ee ‘ deh aan teen 
nor during break. ae Ae. gph mally Tee 
IT is obvious from the condi- &.m.-3:60 p.m. 
tions set out by the BUT under *11. There will be no invigila- 
its ‘work to rule’’ that it and not tien of exams other than be- 
the Ministry of Education has tween the hours of 9:00 a.m.- 
declared war. 3:00 p.m., unless monetary cea- 
. sideration is given. 
THE following are the re- *12. There will be ne further 
mainder of the conditions set preductiez of year beeks. 
out by the BUT *13. Teachers must net pur- 
mH. BEES A. ereut of their ewn funds. 
ent 
the lunch ‘ *14. Teachers should be 
during “a time off te (cut of Min- 
*4. No school tuck shops are to istry funds) and te collect 
be administered by teachers 
and teachers will not do yard B.J.C. and G.C.E. exams. For 
duty during their lunch time or art, ceekery, ete 
after 3:00 p.m. 


Attack on Archer 
Nassau THE HERALD in English 26 May 83 pp 8, 7 
[Article by Sen. Norris Carroll] 


[Text] VERY SOON AFTER students of C. C. Sweeting High School began demon- 
strating against what they regarded as poor conditions at the shool and par- 
ticularly after some of them formed themselves into the organization called 
SNAP, I was assured by certain observers that these kids were being manipula- 
ted by outsiders. As evidence of this I was told the story of what happened 
when one of the young ladies in the movement turned up one day for an inter- 
view with a newspaper reporter accompanied by a big, hairy adult male type. 
When the reporter asked why the big hairy adult male type was there, he put 
his arm around the young lady and assured the reporter that she was his woman 
and that he always told her what to say. The big hairy adult male type was 
identified as a leading member of political party remnant that the people of 
this country have consistently rejected at the Pools in election after 
election. 
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THEN there were reports that Rodney Moncur whom the two daily newspapers have 
succeeded in making much more politically significant that the last election 
polls revealed him to really be, was involved with the students as well. So 
was Phillip Miller, the letter writer. So also, reportedly, is Sir Randol 
Fawkes who recently got the pants beaten off him in the Grant's Town bye-elec- 
tion; and who, presumably, is still smarting under that hurt. According to 
the papers the convention recently held by SNAP was held at the House of 
Labour which at least one paper referred to as Sir Randol's property. 


THE BAHAMAS UNION OF TEACHERS has also been accused of manipulating the stu- 


dents. Shortly after certain students were temporarily suspended from school 
because they had broken the rules and: 


(a) Left the shool premises without permission; and 
(b) Engaged in a public march and demonstration without permission-- 


THE Bahamas Union of Teachers held a public rally that was billed as being 
held in support of the students. At the rally, according to a news story, 
Leonard Archer is reported as having given an assurance that he was not going 
to discipline any of the students from R. M. Bailey who: 


(a) Left the school, presumably without permission, (since Archer has 
later reported that he told them he could not given them such permission); and 


(b) Illegally marched and demonstrated without permission from the 
Police. 


I BELIEVE ARCHER LATER CLAIMED that what he said was not that he would not 
"discipline" them but that he would not "suspend" them--as if the newspaper 
report was in substance, somehow wrong... 


ARCHER is also reported as having at the rally made the following statements: 
"I HAVE BEEN ACCUSED of organizing and encouraging the students to demon- 


strate. Well, if I am responsible for what they're doing, then I'm proud 
tonight. 


~ “DURING the teachers’ started out as a legitimate dem- 
strike we burned Calsey John- onstration against poor educa- 
son in effigy and Mr. Nottage in tional conditions, to turn itself 
—_ _ into a political movement. 

a gentlemen, we There is ing wrong wi 
can all go home and sleep well, school children engaging in pol 
knowing that in a few short itics; but the implications of 
years we'll have a better gov hers using school children 
ernment.’’ in this way are obvious. Whoev- 
IF R HAS BEEN AC- er attacks a politician or politi- 
CURATELY REPORTED, cal party in a political way must 
these are statements = See if that poli- 
designed to pee tee ae eae or pentee’ pests sepa. 
movement that may well have ds politically. manipulated 











children are not equipped for this type of deadly game; and therefore ought 
not to be pushed into the middle of such a game as the cross fire is likely 
not to be good for them. Archer claims to be innocent, however; that the fact 
that only kids from two schools he has been administrator of took part in 
these attacks on the government, is merely a coincidence. 


PERHAPS, Perhaps. But, unfortunately, one can't feel confident because Archer 
has acquired a reputation for recommending and urging people to break the law. 
At a rally of the T.U.C. on March 17th according to the Guardian of March 
18th, 1983, for instance: 


"ARCHER said the new fees should not be paid" referring to drivers' licence 
fees. "...and if the workers stand together they will win because there is not 
a jail big enough in the country to put all the drivers of 80,000 cars which 
have to be licensed this year... 


"IF we refuse to pay the taxes there is nothing they can do about it. They 
cannot put us all in prison. We have the power, so let us exercise it." 


THE REPORT SHOWED CLEARLY that Archer was recommending and encouraging 
Bahamians to break a law duly enacted by democratic process. 


Archer has not denied the re- 


neh in an lic way that I 
ve about; and so I have 


SNAP*‘s press releases. In The 
Tribune of Tuesday, May 10th, 
SNAP is reported to have 


to regard the report as accu- warned that it would not toler- 

rate. ate the dismissal of Leonard 
THE PEOPLE of course did Archer as pri of R. M. 

not follow Archer’s illegal ad- Bailey High School. 

monition, as of course he knew 

all along that they wouldn’t do. “DEAR Mr. Archer’’, the 


They paid their licence fees — statement said, “You are not 
those who drive and whose li- alone, we will always be with 
cences have become renewable. “a 











And if Archer drives he will pay 
the licence fees as well! He may 
even have done so already, in- 
deed! Otherwise he'd have the 
law coming after him as it 
would after me and you if we 
did the same thing. But if it is 
true Archer will reject his own 
advice and pay his driver's li- 
cence fee then he will prove 
himself not to have the courage 
of his convictions. If Archer’s 
licence became renewable 
since he tried to persuade us tc 
break the law and if he has re 
membered that it is due, I'd be: 
he has done so and paid the fee 
against his own advice to us! 
And Archer will renew it 

it dees become due! Renew 
driver's licence, sucker, or 





THE STATEMENT also said 
that as Minister of Education 
Cecil Whitfield ‘‘was noted for 
his stubborness, inability to ne- 
gotiate and his love for costly 
school designs.” 


AND the statement - 
ly concluded that while the PLP 


ag = Ah the schools 
“the FNM ected to press 











dismal state of education in The 
Bahamas today...” 

AS STARTED ABOVE, the 
FNM became very annoyed 
about this statement and in its 
own statement replied thus: 


this line is pushed by one or two 
executives of the union for pur- 
poses better known to them- 


executive (or some of them) are 
writing SNAP’s statements for 


lambs to the slaughter... 








BUT THERE IS NO OVER- 


murderers, arsonists, armed 
robbers, extortionists, drug 
, drug addicts, gun-tot- 


Take, for example: 


WENDELL ‘‘RED’’ 


BURROWS: 

“SEVERAL times I was tak- 
en to the Queen Street Offices of 
Mr. Wallace-Whitfield which 
served as the cam head- 
quarters of the bie 

“I and several other workers 
were told that we could have 
cars for our use if we carried 
out orders. One fire that I recall 
was the funeral home in Grant’s 
Town... 

.. LATER MR. CARROLL’S 
PLACE WAS BURNED DOWN 
Son ae .. l was accused 
of not doing anything to earn 
my pay. They gave me a car 
one night . . . and told me to set 
fire to —e Barber Shop on 
Wulff Road ... On the next 
morning at 9:30 a.m. I went to 
the Queen Street Office where I 
met a lot of people . . . I left the 
office and went to the Bar at 
Sheraton British Colonial Hotel. 
I returned to the office after a 
while and found Polker and oth- 
ers talking . . . We drove to Per- 
pall Track . . . There I met Polk- 
er sitting on a ditch with a steel 
knuckle on his hand and a 
on the ditch .. . Polker et 
Scavella to hand me the gun... 
he then told me that if " 
happened the way that I 
scribed I should shoot Major .. . 
I was afraid because I heard 
someone say that if I did not 
shoot him both of us would be 
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Archer's kKesponse 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 31 May 8&3 p 5 


| Letter to the Editor} 


| Text | 


EDITOR, The Tribune. 

I would be grateful if you 
would print the following letter 
which was sent to the director 
of the Herald. 

Thanks in advance. 

A LARCHER 
President, Bahamas 
Union of Teachers. 
Nassau, 


May 30, 1983. 


EDITOR, The Herald, Nassau. 
Dear Sir, 

| would be grateful if you 
would print the following re- 
sponse to Norris Carrol’s article 
which appeared in your May 
26th issue. 

1 have long suspected that 
Norris Carrol’s intense dislike 
of me had begun to affect his 
ability to think rationally. 
Carrol’s intense dislike of me, is 
itself irrational, as to the best of 
my knowledge, | have never 
harmed him in any way. In fact, 
this article have largely been a 
source of amusement, as | find 
it laughable that any supposedly 
intelligent person could be so 
consumed with hatred of 
another person, that almost on 
a weekly basis, he would write 
about that person’s accent. | 
suppose that in a sick sort of 
way, Carrol’s articles can be 
taken as a compliment, since | 
must be a very important figure 
to him, to warrant his spending 
so much time trying to destroy 
me. 

In Carol’s latest article, he 
makes a classic mistake that no 
political propagandist should 
make, this is believing his own 
or his colleagues’ propaganda. 
if Carrol believes the things he 
reads in the Herald, he must be 
among that select few who do. 

I have never, as a rule, denied 
any of the reports about me in 
the Herald, since, | have met so 
few people who believe them. | 
have far more imortant and 
useful ways to use my time, 
rather than denying the fabrica- 
tions about me that appear in 
the Herald. The fact that no 
other newspaper reportd the 


45 


Statements that the Herald re- 
ported, is ample testimony of 
the fact that the statements were 
not made by me at the rally. 
Some sick mind at the Herald 
twisted my statements, presum- 
} so that they could be use 
nst me. : 


For the record , I categori- 
cally deny making the state- 
ments in the forms that they 
appeared in the Herald. For the 
record, | will restate what I said 
at the rally held to support the 
students. 

(1) | have been accused of 
manipulating these students. 
You have heard tonight from 
young people who are articulate 
and obviously intelligent and 
who think for themselves. If 
these are examples of the type 
of students | produce, | am a 
proud man tonight. 

(2) Ladies and gentlemen, the 
young people you have heard 
tonight are the future leaders of 
this country. We can all go 
home and sleep tonight, feeling 
confident of the future, know- 
ing that in a few years, the 
country will be in good hands. 

These two statements and 
others were so twisted by the 
Herald’s report, that their dis- 
torted resort had me admitting 
to manipulating the students 
and saying that in a few short 
years we would have a better 
government. As a matter of 
interest, in the five pages of 
newspaper quotations that were 
contained in the Permanent 
Secretary's letter of May 2nd, 
not One quotation came from 
the Herald. That should tell 
Carrol something. 

Over a year ago, | suggested 
to Carrol that he should leave 
gutter journalism to those who 
can do no better and write 
about more important things. 
In the hope that Carrol can still 
pull himself out of the gutter, | 
again offer him a list of subjects 
on which he might write:- 

(i) The failure of an educa- 
tional policy that has reduced 
the number of Bahamians being 
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trained to teach from over 300 
in 197S to fivein 1983. 

(ii) The failure of an educa- 
tion policy that forces Baha- 
mian young people to be edu- 
cated in buildings that are unfit 
for human habitation. 

(iii) The failure of the 
Ministry of Labour to enact 
modern labour legislation. 

(iv) The failure of the Gov- 
ernment to destroy the anti- 
labour Industrial Relations Act 
and enact labour legislation that 
would enable ‘‘the grass roots’’ 
to enjoy the fruits of their 
labour. 

(v) The failure of the gov- 
ernment to provide jobs for the 
young people whom the gov- 
ernment claim to be ‘‘the wealth 
of the nation.”’ 

(vi) The failure of an agricul- 
tural policy that leaves the 
Bahamas importing food that 
can be grown locally. 

(vii) The uncouth behaviour 
and inept performances of 
many of our politicians in 
Parliament. 

(viii) The failure of the 
Ministry of Works to provide 
deceni roads, even though the 
Gover.. «at collects millions of 
dollars of road tax annually in 
the form of motor car licence 
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fees. 

(ix) The failure of the Road 
Traffic Department to turn on 
traffic lights, which were in- 
staled over a year ago. 

(x) The failure of the Water 
and Sewerage Cor;poration to 
provide decent drinking water 
in adequate amounts for the 
nation’s capital. 

(xi) The failure of the 
Ministry of Health to have 
available in sufficient quantities 
medicines for the nation’s sick. 

These are — but a few of the 
topics that Carrol could write 
about, if he had the guts to face 
the reality of what the Bahamas 
is like today. 

There is a saying which is 
very appropriate for Mr Carrol. 
It goes as follows:- 

Great minds think about ideas 
Lesser minds think about things 
Smali minds think about people 

1 take the liberty to para- 
phrase — 

Great writers write about ideas 

Lesser writers write about 
things 
Small writers write about people 

What size is your mind 
Carrol? | await your answer. 

AL ARCHER 
President 














COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


FOREIGN MINISTER RAPS SOUTH AFRICAN EXECUTIONS 
FL231755 Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 16 Jun 83 p 5 


[Text] The execution of three members of the African National Congress 

by the South African Government is "yet another calculated act by South 
Africa aimed against its own citizens who have had to turn to active resis- 
tance in response to the inhumanities directed against them by a repressive 
government," said Attorney General and Minister of Foreign Affairs Paul 
Adderley in a message to the secretary general of the United Nations and 
copies to the head of the Organization of African Unity. 


The message was sent on Friday and referred to Resolution 533, unanimously 
adopted by the Security Council, which appealed to the South African Govern- 
ment for executive clemency for the condemned men. 


Mr Adderley's message said the execution will be received with "deep anger 
and sadness throughout the world" and that the failure to respond favourably 
to the appeals by governments and the United Nations Security Council for 
the commutation of the sentences "cannot .be too strongly condemned." 


"It will be recalled that the so-called crime of high treason was born as 
a result of the brutalities and injustices of the Soweto student rising in 
1976" read the message. "Sanctions of this nature therefore will not 
deflect the course of the freedom struggle in South Africa, or weaken the 
resolve of the many who support it." 


It continued: "By this latest act of retribution and defiance, Pretoria 

has again demonstrated its disdain for the sensitivities of the international 
community." 

Mr Adderley said the Bahamas may be geographically far away but as a nation 


which "cherishes freedom and justice, will continue to support the struggle 
against apartheid." 


CSO: 3298/1279 
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COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


FNM LEADER RAPS GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC POLICY 
FL301747 Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 24 Jun 83 ppl, 5 
[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Excerpts] Free National Movement [FNM] leader Kendal Isaacs said last 
night that his party was assured of millions of dollars in local and 
foreign investment had it won the 1982 general elections. 


Urging the party's 30,000 followers to become apostles to carry out the 
message of the FNM, Mr Isaacs declared that the economy of the Cayman 
Islands was built upon the mistakes made by Prime Minister Sir Lynden 
Pindling and his Progressive Liberal Party Government [PLP]. 


He told several hundred supporters at the FNM's first "Report to the People" 
rallies at the Donald Davis Auditorium that without foreign investment, 

the economy of the Bahamas will get worse and persons now employed will 

face unemployment. 


He said that the rally was one of many at which party leaders will be 
reporting to the people, not so much as to what the FNM is doing, but what 
the PLP Government is not doing. 


He said the official opposition party's primary goal is to do its utmost 
to ensure that the PLP governs in the best possible way for all of the 
people of the Bahamas. 


Mr Isaacs said the FNM members in Parliament have been performing well 
in their roles and have held their own making most ministers and back- 
benchers shy to speak. 





On unemployment, Mr Isaacs said that he has heard nothing of a constructive 
nature from the government as to how it hopes to turn the economy around 
and put the people back to work. 


Mr Isaacs said he believes that between 1972 and 1982, government has done 
nothing about the economy of this country. 

















Charging that the economy is going down, Mr Isaacs said the FNM was founded 
because of the way in which the PLP Government was running the country and 
that supporters must spend the next four years convincing the unbelievers 
that the PLP Government does not have the ability to put the people back 

to work. 


"Unless they want to starve, unless they want their loved ones to starve, 
they had better wake up and vote FNM," Mr Isaacs said. 


Mr Isaacs also said that government likes to compare the Bahamas with the 
other Caribbean island nations to the south whereas before it used to be 
compared with the U.S., Britain and Bermuda. 


"The economy of the Cayman Islands was built on the mistakes Mr Pindling 
and his government have made in the Bahamas," Mr Isaacs said. 


He said that even while the United States' economy is in the doldrums, 
the New York Stock Exchange has registered the highest investment it has 
ever seen. 


On the borrowing of money by government, Mr Isaacs said that it cannot 
borrow all the money it needs to carry out the necessary projects to 
revitalize the Bahamian economy. 


He said that not because banks lend money to the government does it mean 
that the government is able to repay its debts and pointed to the huge 
balance of payment deficit by Mexico, Brazil and Poland. 


He said if government is not careful, it can over borrow and become bankrupt 
like any other country if it is unable to repay the loans. 


He pointed out that government is busy putting borrowed money in the private 
sector instead of putting the money into infrastructure. 


He charged that money borrowed is placed in the Hotel Corporation which 
has not yet made a profit, and Bahamasair, which is losing money because 
of bad management, incompetence and corruption. 


CSO: 3298/1279 
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UNUSED AIR STRIP BONE OF CONTENTION IN ACKLINS ISLAND 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 26 May 83 p 4 


[Article by Marcia Bethell] 


[Excerpts] 


CSO: 
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ACKLINS Islanders are an- 
gry because they claim their 
MP, Wilbert Moss, has 
employed three Haitians from 
Nassau to build a house on his 
property in Acklins. The resi- 
dents also complain that three 
months after the $2.5 million 
airstrip was opened by the 
Prime Minister, Bahamasair is 
yet to provide service. 

The residents say that al- 
though Bahamasair does not 
use the airstrip, it is not idle. 
According to them, drug-laden 
planes land at night to refuel. 
They say that light planes 
transporting the drugs, carry 
galion drums filled with fuel. 
The planes land on the airstrip 
at night, refuel and take off, 
leaving no evidence behind. 

A Bahamasair spokesman 
said Wednesday tentative 
schedule arrangements have 
been made to include service to 
Acklins from July 1. The 
spokesman said Bahamasair is 
waiting for word from the Civil 
Aviation Department to say 
that the surface of the Acklins 
airstrip has been certified for 
landing. 


Bahamasair is prepared to 
service Acklins twice weekly. 
We are not quite sure which two 
days, but we arg thinking about 
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the. weekends,’’ the spokesman 
said, adding that a lot depends 
on aircraft availability. 
‘*‘Rearranging a schedule 
takes some time, if it is to be 


“done properly. The airstrip 


surface has to be officially 
certified by the DCA, because if 
the airstrip is not done properly 
in a month or so you Start to get 
bumps and this can damage an 
aircraft,”’ he said. 

An experienced pilot has said 
thai the runway surface, in its 
present state, would burst the 
tyre of a plane on landing 
because ‘‘there is too much 
gravel’’. 


The Tribune landed on the 
Acklins road shortly after 10 
am Tuesday greeted by a sign 
‘Welcome to Pinefield.”’ 
Nothing’could be seen for miles 
except bush. A truck drove up 
shortly afterwards, and we 
began our long journey. 

On our way to Spring Point, 
after passing through Snug 


Corner and the other widely: 


stattered settlements, we got a 
flat tyre. While changing the 
tyre, Acklin’s MP Wilbert Moss 
stopped. Mr Moss -was asked 
about the situation with the 
airstrip, but said he chose to 
‘‘excercise my right as a politi- 
cian and remain silent.”’ 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BMA LEADER SEES DROP IN EXPORTS TO CARICOM 
FL271221 Bridgetown CANA in English 2111 GMT 25 Jun 83 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, June 25, CANA--President of the Barbados 
Manufacturers Association [BMA]--Henry Vieira, says the recently resolved 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) trading impasse has left a big dent in 
Barbados export earnings this year. 


Mr Vieira said that manufacturing output fell by about 25 percent and vir- 
tually no goods were sold to CARICOM during the first quarter of the year, 
because of the impasse, sparked by Jamaica's January 10 introduction of a 

two-tiered currency exchange rate system, but the situation was improving. 


Barbados sold 141.2 million dollars (one Bds dollar; 50 cents U.S.) in goods 
to its CARICOM partners last year--about 27 percent of its total exports. 


Trinidad and Tobago, with 86.8 million dollars and Jamaica, with 18.2 
million dollars were Barbados’ largest CARICOM markets. 


Barbados first quarter trading problems were compounded after it retaliated 
to Kingston by floating its dollar against the Jamaica currency, and then 
Trinidad and Tobago established a licensing regime for all CARICOM imports-- 
the net effect of all this being to bring CARICOM trade to vitual stand- 
still. 


The situation was eased following a mini-summit here last month at which 
Jamaica agreed to the creation of a special currency rate to be applied to 
CARICOM goods. 


Mr Vieira said that while the trade situation has been improving, his 
earlier prediction that the Barbados industrial sector will need to embark 
on a huge rebuilding task (he had pointed out that some local manufacturers 
had cancelled raw material orders because of the trade impasse and it 

would take some time for the sector to return to a state of normalcy) had 
proven correct. 


The BMA boss said that some manufacturers, particularly garment producers, 
were still having problems getting their products into the Trinidad and 
Tobago market. 
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He said that, for example, the shipping line that once handled 32 containers 
per trip, dropped to two per trip at one stage, and at the moment, has only 
gone back up to 18. 


Moreover, he said, because of the problems, many of the local firms were 


now in a financial bind and have been forced into negotiating their financial 
plight with the commercial banks. 


CSO: 3298/1280 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


EEC APPROVES GRANT--Bridgetown, Barbados, 27 Jun, CANA--The European 
Economic Community (EEC) has approved a 320,250 dollar (1 BDS dollar; 50 
cents U.S.) grant for Barbados’ trade promotion programmes, EEC delegate 
Joannes Ter Haar announced here today. He said the financing agreement, 
signed on May 31, is the second allocation of European Development Fund 
(EDF) funds to Barbados for trade promotion. A similar project, approved 

in February 1978 under Lome One and since fully implemented, was funded 
with a 219,000 dollar grant. Ter Haar said the money will be used to assist 
government in effectively implementing and expanding its export promotion 


policy and strategy. [Excerpt] [FL272302 Bridgetown CANA in English 2210 
GMT 27 Jun 83 FL] 


CSO: 3298/1280 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


EDITORIAL HAILS FREE PRESS IN FACE OF ONE-PARTY RULE 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 19 Jun 83 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Text] MORE THAN TWO DECADES of one-party rule in Belize have resulted in the 
setting up of a political ‘establishment’ that is both apprehensive and cyni- 
cal at the same time. 


Many of our ministers of government have become self-centered, opinionated 
fat-cats, made gross by power and wealth. Today's breed of ministers are not 
only ruthless and graceless, but shameless as well, leading double lives, 
playing Daddy to double families and holding themselves up as paragons of vir- 
ture while practicing intrigues and two-faced mischief that would make Machia- 
velli proud of then. 


This is the unsavoury establishment to which churchmen and businessmen and all 
our institutions pay their obeisance. And since the government has become the 
chief '‘hander-outer' of privilege and patronage, more and more pecple are mak- 
ing the trek to Belmopan, hat in hand, and are paying the full price in loss 
of self-esteem and independence of thought and expression. 


To such a regime it must be a continuous irritation to encounter a newspaper 
that does not beg for help, and does not cringe when the going gets tough. 


We believe that increasingly the conscience of the nation is reflected in the 
columns of the free press. How else, in a nation saturated with partisan 
politics and entrenc*ed power bases is the society to express itself on issues 
like the abuse of power, the growing threat of drugs, the steady march of 
prostitution and vice and the pervasiveness of graft’ 


If this is true of the role of the free press, it then means that newspapers 
such as the REPORTER have a development and a leadership role to play much 
wider than that recognized in contemporary law. The safeguards which protect 
private individuals against the abuse of the press must not be allowed to 
shelter and give comfort to those public officials who are accountable to no 
one except the collective social conscience which the free press seeks to give 
expression to. 
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This is truer for a country like Belize, where democracy continues to struggle 
against formidable foes and where the press is frail and primitive, than it is 
for countries like the United Kingdom and the United States, where democracy 
is firmly rooted and where the free press is vigorous and powerful. 


To such a free press the price of independence comes high indeed. Last year 
alone there were two politically motivated libel actions against the REPORTER, 
and this year it appears there will be more. In the recent past the REPORTER 
has had to deal with no less than seven libel actions and the threat of libel 
actions - one of them seeking damages for as much as $10 million. 


Catastrophe was averted because the newspaper had reliable inside information 
which caused the principals in the action to think twice before leaping. So 
far we've been staggered twice in court - once in favour of the Prime Minister 
for reprinting a story about him which appeared in a Mexican magazine, and 


once in favour of a political hustler with a criminal record of at least four 
convictions. 


Despite the challenges and the demands on our puny resources, the REPORTER has 
managed to stay alive and to gain new strength in the face of adversity. And 
here we must publicly acknowledge our deep appreciation to the people of 
Belize at home and abroad who have supported the newspaper with their good 
will and their dollars. 


If we had a choice, we wouldn't want it any other way. 

For it must be plain to see that the continuing struggle for freedom and 
democracy which every generation of free people in every free country must 
meet and face, has already been joined in Belize. And the free press of 


Belize is in the vanguard. 


We are part of that struggle! 


CSO: 3298/707 

















COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


BELIZE CITY COUNCIL UNDER PUP CONTRASTED WITH UDP REIGN 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 18 Jun 83 p 2 


[Text] The United Democratic Party gained control of the Belize City Council 
in 1974 carrying a majority of six of the nine seats contested. Immediately 
the UDP Council began implementing its manifesto in attempting to provide 
Belize City with a well organized garbage disposal system and the renovation 
of some of the already destroyed streets in the City. The parks and play- 
grounds were in disarray and unattended, the market was unsanitary and the 
workers of the Council, were treated with the minimum of recognition. This 
herculean task was undertaken with the maximum of obstacles. At the taking 
over control of the Council the UDP learnt that the Government had removed 
almost all the equipment which were at the time used by the Belize City 
Council and sent them on the Public Works Department. They even removed desks 
and cupboards that were in the Council's office. As said equipment were 
removed but large debts were left behind. The UDP Council was compelled to 
honour debts that the PUP Council owed to Central Government. But with all 
those impediments the Council began working and did such a good job of it that 
the Council was returned to power in 1977 by 100%. 


The UDP Council worked in harmony and efficiency and gained the support of the 
workers immediately. We recognized the plight of the workers and within a 
period of two terms workers enjoyed increase of salaries no less than three 
times, their Credit Union was resurrected to assist them and they were granted 
a give day work week. Tools and other working implements were given to the 
workers so that they could perform their work with ease. Most of the time 
spent in governing the City was spent in the Council attempting to convince 
the Government of understanding that it was the Government's responsibility to 
work along with the Council. But Government vehemently fought the Council in 
restraining its performance. Application for permission to make a loan to 
Government was ignored. But we see now that the Government readily grants 
loan or guarantee to a loan to the present City Council to the tune of an 
overdraft of $175,000. 


What is now being done by the present City Council? 
Firstly the Council has been relieved of the biggest job of fixing the streets 


of the City. This has been passed over to the Ministry of Works. The only 
duties of the Council at this time are to collect the garbage, which is not 
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done and to clean the drains which is also not done. The present Council has 
taken away the privileges of the workers enjoying a five day work week and 
returned them to work six days each week. The workers are unable to even 
apply for a loan to assist their family. They are treated as equipments and 
not workers. 


The City has witnessed for the first time a Council running the City without 
Councillors meeting. It is a miracle to experience City Fathers meeting at 
the scheduled time. At no time all Councillors are present to discuss the 
City's business. Many a times there has to be a cancellation of the monthly 
scheduled meeting for lack of quorum. For the first time the City has wit- 
nessed that amongst itself the City Fathers disagree so vehemently that the 
disagreement leads to almost fist fights or the ceasing of planning. No deci- 
sion or plans can be made because of the terrible infighting within the 
Council. 


We have seen that the present Council is composed of boys elected to do a 
man's job. 


This time we must separate the boys from the men. 


VOTE U.D.P. 


CSO: 3298/707 














COUNTRY SECTION 


PRICE BLASTED FOR COMPLACENCY OVER TRENDS IN PUP 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 18 Jun 83 p 6 


BELIZE 


[Article entitled "Price Exposed!" from special section under heading THE UDP 
BULLETIN, Vol 1, No 6] 


[Text ] 


THE PUP convention and 
the wheeling and dealing 
leading up to it has ex- 
posed Mr. Price at that 
convention. Mr. Price sat 
and listened to all the 
charges of corruption and 
communism levelled at his 
ministers, not by the Op- 
position, but by fellow 
ministers. Ministers of 
the Government of Belize 
went into great detail in 
outlining the crooked 
deals and the communist 
activity of their ow 
colleagues in the Cabinet 
And at the end of it all, 
Mr. Price declared his 
satisfaction that ‘all 
went well.’ One would 
have expected the saintly 
Prime Minister and Leader 
of the PUP to express 
some disgust, some con- 
cern, some alarm that his 
ministers were being ac- 
cused of so much evil in 
public hearing of thou- 
sands of Belizeans. But 
instead the good man 


thanked God that all had 
gone well! Even now, Be- 





58 


- legations, 


lizeans have a right to 
expect the Prime Minister 
to rid the government of 
Belize of evil, corrup- 
tion, and Communism. 
Surely that is not too 
much for a people to ex- 
pect of the country's 
leader! If he is satis- 
fied that the charges 
nade against his minis- 
ters by fellow ministers 
are not true, then he has 
a duty to expel from the 
Cabinet those ministers 
who have wilfully brought 
the reputation of his 


government into disrepute. 


If he is not sure whether 
the charges are true or 
not, then he has an gobli- 
gation to the government 
and people of Belize to 
carry - out a thorough in- 
vestigation into the al- 
for they are 
not allegations of minor 
misdemeanours - they are 
very serious allegations 
indeed! And if he knows 
the charges to be true, 
then before God and man, 
in the name of all moral- 











ity, decency, and justice, 
we call upon him to clean 
out the cancer that is 
growing in his government 
before it destroys our 
beloved country. 
Corruption and com- 

munism within the PUP is 
one thing. Corruption and 
communism within the Cab-— 
inet is quite another 
matter. Come on Mr. Prime 
Minister - act now to rid 
your Cabinet of evil - or 
stand forever condemned 
before the Belizean pec- 
ple! 


CSO: 3298/708 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


PROPOSED LEGISLATION GIVES GOVERNMENT BROAD POWER OVER TV 
BeJ.ize City THE REPORTER in English 19 Jun 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] BELMOPAN, Friday, June 17--BELMOPAN today introduced new legislation 
aimed at giving Central Government control over the television industry by es- 
tablishing a five-men Television Avthority which will function under the con- 
trol and supervision of Home Affairs Minister Lindberg Rogers. 


The move is seen as a further erosion of the powers of the Minister of Energy 
and Communications, Mr. Louis Sylvestre, who is the only person now empowered 
under law to allocate broadcast frequencies. 


Earlier this year Minister Sylvestre was replaced as Chairman of the Belize 


Electricity Board and his hand-picked general manager, Mr. Sergio Brull, 
retired. 


The new legislation introduced into the House of Representatives this morning 
is a Bill for an Act. to provide for the proper administration, management and 
regulation of Broadcasting and television in Belize and for the establishment 


in Belize of a Broadcasting Authority and for matters connected therewith and 
incidental thereto. 


Under the proposed new Act the Minister names five persons of his own choosing 
to be members of the Authority and he also names the Chairman from among the 
five. The Authority is a purely advisory body, in reality not an authority at 
all, but merely a glorified committee whose advice the Minister is not 
required to accept. 


The functions of the Authority according to the text of the Bill, is to advise 
the Minister in relation to the terms and conditions under which broadcasting 
and television licenses are to be issued. It may make recommendations on such 
things as hours of transmission, programme content and advertising policies, 
but it is the Minister, meaning Mr. Pogers, who will determine who gets a TV 
franchise to broadcast and who doesn't. The Minister may take the advice of 
the Authority, but he also has the option to refuse or reject its advice, and 
there is nothing in the proposed Act which would permit an aggrieved applicant 
to appeal. 


CSO: 3298/707 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


COROZAL, ORANGE WALK CUSTOMS OFFICERS NOW CARRYING ARMS 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 19 Jun 83 ppl, 12 


[Text] Customs Officials in Corozal and Orange Walk have taken up an option 
which they have to bear arms while on duty. 


The hand guns were very much in evidence this week as customs officials in 
Orange Walk and Corozal go about their business. 


Customs officials say they have been forced into taking up weapons because of 
the increasing number of threats of violence against them by would-be 
smugglers. 


Under Belize law a pers 


Under Belize law a person caught with uncustomed (smuggled) goods runs the 
risk of having the courts confiscate the goods and impose fines amounting to 
three times the value of the goods. 


Despite this stern law, smuggling is still big business and Customs officials 
are at risk, especially if they choose to do their duty. Smugglers and mari- 
juana runners some with automatic weapons have been known to fire at patrols 

and at B.D.F. soldiers manning checkpoints. 


The biggest of these smugglers get away because they have an uncanny ability 
to know exactly when and where check-points are about to go up. Some reports 
say these have friendly connections with some of the highest authority in the 
land. Other reports say that elements of the B.D.F., who because of their 
patrolling role are above suspicion have now become caught up in the smuggling 
operation and small arms trade. 


In spite of the problems associated with the control of smuggling operations, 
government has resolutely rejected all suggestions to set up a permanent 
checkpoint to intercept smugglers the way the Mexicans do it. "It would be 
too unpopular” notes one Orange Walk businessman who has a good idea of the 
extent of the smuggling operations in Belize. 


It could be. It could also be "too unprofitable" for those people in govern- 
ment who take a commission for keeping the trade alive. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





UDP MANIFESTO RECOUNTS POSITION ON EMPLOYMENT 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 18 Jun 83 p 7 


[Article entitled "From the UDP Manifesto 1979-1984" from special section 


under heading THE UDP BULLETIN, Vol 1, No 6] 


[Text ] 


IN each issue of the 
BULLETIN we will take one 
topic from our Manifesto 
and expand on it so that 
readers might have a 
clear knowledge and un- 
derstanding of UDP poli- 


ciea. This week we will 
look at: 
EMPLOYMENT: MORE JOBS: 


"The UDP government will 
create a new economic at- 
mosphere whereby many new 
jobs will become avail- 
able. To accomplish this, 
the UDP will actively 
seek genuine investment 
in industry, agriculture, 
tourism, and other econ- 
omic activities accept- 
able and beneficial to 
the people of Belize." 


The UDP is convinced 


that Belize's economy is 
in the mess it's in be- 
cause of the government 
we now have. The Minister 
of Finance blames all our 
problems on outside in- 
flation. He has thrown up 
his hands in despair and 
declared that there is 
nothing we 


can do about. 
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it. When our Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of Fin- 
ance declares that there 
is nothing his government 
can do to rescue our faij- 
ing economy, is it any 
wonder that we are slipp- 
ing backwards so fast? We 
of the UDP feel that ae 
long as the PUP are in 
puwer Belize will fail to 
develop, partly hecause 
the government is not on- 
ly bankrupt financially, 
they are also bankrupt in 
their plans and ideas. 
But there is a_ second 
reasor for our lack of 
progress, and that is 
that there is a serious 
lack of confidence both 
here at home and abroad. 
People at home and abroad 
are afraid to invest in 
Belize, and thus create 
the jobs our people so 
desperately need. Why the 
lack of contidence? Be- 
cause, in the words of 
one foreign diplomat, our 
government wants to wor- 
ship God and the devil at 
the same time. By that 
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he meant that the PUP say 
they want investment, say 
they want development, 
but at the same time they 
are fond of spouting conm- 
munist-—sounding speeches. 
The potential investor, 
be he Belizean or for- 
eigner, doesn't know 
where he is with this 
government. One day they 
are pro-private enter- 
prise, the next day min- 
isters are calling pri- 
vate enterprise a “bar- 
baric system." Who will 
risk their money to in- 
vest in a country that 
has a double-talking gov- 
ernment? That is why ve 


say that the UDP will 
create a new economic at- 
mosphere whereby many new 
jobs will become avail- 
able. The UDP knows that 
the only way everyone can 
have ae share in the pie 
is to have a bigger pie, 
and that comes. through 
the investment of the 


private sector, tccal and 
foreign. The wealth of a 
nation is not a static, 
fixed sum. Wealth can 
grow, and if our people 
are to find employment, 
the wealth of Belize must 
grow. In this column we 
will deal with the Party's 
plans for the growth of 
wealth in Belize at a lat- 
er stage. Today's topic 
is employment. We repeat, 
the unemployed will not 
find jobs so long as we 
have a government in 
which investors have no 
confidence. Investors CAN 
have confidence in the 
UDP, so that a UDP gov- 
ernment would result in 
the Belizean pie growing 
bigger, big enough for 
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everyone to have a slice. 
JOB PLACEMENT: "In order 


to help those seeking em- 
ployment, as well as to 
encourage the movement of 
labour to areas where la- 
bour is needed, we will 
establish a Job Placement 
Bureau within the Minis- 
try of Labour." We have 
all heard complaints from 
time to time that Belize 
people, especially Belize 
City people, don't want 
to look for work when 
work is available around 
the country. We believe 
that it is not because 
they don't want to look 
for work, it is because 
looking .for work by. roam— 
ing the countryside is 
expensive, discouraging, 
and impractical. The so- 
lution is to have a job 
placement bureau which 
would gather information 
on a weekly basis as to 
where the jobs are, how 
much they pay, what are 
the conditions of work, 
what boarding and lodging 
is available, etc. A work- 
er who knows all the an- 
swers to these questions 
before he leaves his fam- 
ily behind and invests in 
truck or bus fares will 
be much more willing to 
seek out available en- 
ployment than one who is 
just left to drift until 
he finds employment. The 
UDP understands that 
workers are due dignified 
treatment, and we are 
willing to bet that our 
Belizeans are. as willing 
to work here at home ae 
they have proved willing 
to work abroad. All they 
ask is fair treatment and 
some respect. 




















COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


BRIEFS 


COSTA RICAN ENVOY--Costa Rica's new ambassador to Belize, Mr Rafael Lopez 
Garrido, says he expects increased cooperation between Belize and Costa 

Rica and to further develop the close relationship between the two countries. 
Mr Garrido made the statement this morning after presenting his credentials 
to the governor general, Dr Minita Gordon. [Excerpt] [FL280152 Belize 

City Domestic Service in English 0100 GMT 28 Jun 83 FL] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MEETING--The House of Representatives met in 
Belmopan this morning to discuss a full agenda of business. At the meeting 
the House was asked to approve several motions. Prime Minister George 
Price asked the House to approve the ratification of the UN Law of the Sea 
Convention. According to provisions set out in the Constitution of Belize, 
the deputy prime minister and minister of the interior and home affairs, 

Mr C. L. B. Rogers was allowed to issue a statement to the House. This 
statement concerned the new Belize passports which have now been necessary 
to use as the Government of Belize and other countries will not recognize 
the old British-Belize passports after 31 December of this year. [Excerpts] 
[FLO20215 Belize City Domestic Service in English 0100 GMT 2 Jul 83] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT RELEASES PLAN FOR IMPROVING LABOR RELATIONS 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 21 May 83 p 5 


[Text] 


Demand for major 
changes in Bermuda's 
labour relations laws is high- 
lighted in Government's 
Green Paper which was 
presented in the House of 
Assembly yesterday. 

The discussion document 
picks out six key ways in 
which existing labour legis- 
lation might be improved. 


They are: 
@ Legally binding collective 
agreements — particularly 


for the hotel industry; 

@ The right for trade unions 
to be recognised as employ- 
ees’ bargaining agents; 

@ Government supervision 
of strike ballots; 

@ Discretionary powers to 
allow any dispute to be re- 
ferred to compulsory arbitra- 
tion; 

@ The inclusion of the hotel 
industry as an _ essential 
service; 

@ Clarification of laws on 
picketing, essential services 
and sit-ins etc. 

The Hon. Sir John 
Sharpe, Minister of Home 
Affairs, introduces the Green 
Paper with a note that its 
main purpose is not to rec- 
ommend solutions, but 
rather to outline the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of 
various suggestions. 

“The paper is designed to 
induce an intelligent, in- 
formed and rational debate 
on all the issues involved, 
without in any way prejudg- 
ing the question as to which 
solution will be preferred,” 
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Sir John states in the for- 
ward to the document. 


The Green Paper notes 
that labour disputes over the 
last few years, and especially 
in the spring of 1981, high- 
lighted a “number of prob- 
lems which need to be con- 
sidered, and the question 
which must be addressed is 
whether, or to what extent, 
the law can assist in solving 
the problems. . .” 


It singles out the major 
problems as: 

@ Too great a readiness to 
take industrial action; 

@ Too many breaches of col- 
lective agreements; , 
@A power imbalance be- 
tween unions and employ- 
ers; 

@ A failure of unions to “re- 
spond sufficiently’ to the 
wishes of their members; 

@ The tendency of employ- 
ers to consider short-term 
advantages without regard 
for “unfortunate precedents 
created”’. 

On the question of in- 
troducing legally binding 
collective agreements, the 
Paper notes that it does not 
necessarily result in fewer 
strikes. Instead strikes tend 
to concentrate around the 
periods of contract re- 
negotiation. 

“This is obviously an ad- 
vantage over our system 
since it allows managers to 
apply themselves to running 
an efficient business, rather 
than being diverted by or 














absorbed in problems of in- 
dustrial relations.” 


Drawbacks include more 
time consuming and ex- 
pensive negotiations as law- 
yers inevitably become in- 
volved while no-strike 
clauses may be unen- 
forceable and make a farce 
of the law. 


“So can we expect legally 
enforceable agreements to 
work effectively in Ber- 
muda? 

“The difficulties of such a 
change in this country lies in 
the historic reluctance of un- 
ions particularly to enter in- 
to legally binding commit- 
ments during negotiations. 

“It raises the question of 
whether, given the history 
and practice of labour rela- 
tions in Bermuda, the task 
of convincing the negotiators 
of the value of legal en- 
forceability is primarily 
educational rather than a 
law enforcing it. 


“Failing any across the 
board application of this 
method as a means of reduc- 
ing the incidence of strikes, 
in view of its importance, it 
may be that the hotel in- 
dustry may be considered a 
special category to which 
provisions of legally binding 
agreements should apply.” 

On recognition, the Green 
Paper suggests that both 
recognition and decertifica- 
tion of trade unions should 
be included in the law. 

The Bermuda Constitu- 
tion guarantees the right to 
join a union but there is no 
legal obligation on employ- 
ers to recognise the union. 

‘In western democracies 
except the UK, procedures 
for recognition and de- 
certification are legalised. As 
a result there are no labour 
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disputes over the question of 
recognition in those coun- 
tries. 


‘*However, in Britain 
there are still some bitter 
disputes over this question.” 

Bermuda has had three 
disputes over recognition 
since 1965, at Modern Mart 
and Willowbank and the 
current attempt of middle 
management at Loews Ber- 
muda Beach Hotel to be 
represented by the Bermuda 
Public Services Association. 

“Over the last few years 
Bermuda has come very 
close to having other serious 
problems on the question of 
recognition and decertifica- 
tion. 


“It would seem these 
could be reasonably avoided 
if the law provided for in- 
corporation of the present 
practice wherein a union is 
recognised by an employer 
as the sole bargaining agent; 
and for a similar procedure 
whereby an already re- 
cognised union would be- 
come decertified or un- 
recognised.” 

Arguments for and against 
Government supervised 
secret strike ballots are less 
clear. 

Most unions including the 
Bermuda Industrial Union 
are required by their con- 
stitutions to hold secret 
ballots. Apart from “alleged 
irregularities” in the spring 
1981 dispute “‘reports re- 
ceived have not suggested 
that secret ballots have been 
improperly conducted by un- 
ions.” 

Moreover, “‘experience has 
generally indicated that 
workers rarely failed to give 
strike authorisation to their 
leaders when such authority 
was requested.” 

The Green Paper tends to 





doubt the value of granting 
powers enabling the Mini- 
ster to order compulsory 
arbitration in any dispute 
because it could put at risk 
the norma! process of collec- 
tive bargaining. 

But if it is not considered 
acceptable to grant the 
Minister general authority 
to intervené, serious con- 
sideration should be given to 
including the hotel industry 
AS an essential service. 

The law already exists to 
allow the Minister to order 
compulsory arbitration in 
essential services. 

The Paper suggests 
clarification of confusing 
picketing rules to clearly re- 
strict pickets to the place 
where the individual reports 
to work. 

On sit-ins, Government is 
advised that they are 
already outlawed under the 
Criminal Code. 

The Paper also suggests 
clarification of existing law 
on essential services. 

Government presented the 
Green Paper as part of a bid 
to create a dialogue on in- 
dustrial relations. 

Said Sir John Sharpe: 
“The debate and discussion 
in the coming months will 
not serve the people of this 
country unless it is aimed at 
finding a way out of indus- 
trial conflict and confronta- 
tion and maps out a path for 
us away from the mistrust 
and suspicions that, have 
bedevilled our industrial re- 
lations.” 

Comments from employ- 
ers, trade unions and the 
public generally are invited 
and should be sent to the 
Ministry of Home Affairs at 
the Government Ad- 
ministration Building on 
Parliament Street. 
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INJECTION OF PUBLIC, PRIVATE FUNDS FOR HOUSING PROJECTED 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 21 May 83 ppl, 5 


[Text] 


Government yesterday unveiled a white 
paper proposing an injection of $36.25 million 
into the local housing market over the next 
Six years in an effort to break the back of the 


housing crisis. 


The paper, titled An Augmented and Accelerated 
Housing Action Programme, was tabled in the House 
of Assembly by the Hon. Quinton Edness, Minister of 
Housing. He later held a press conference to discuss 


the proposals. 

The white paper proposes 
the construction of more 
than 550 homes by both 
Government and the private 
sector by the year 1989. 


“By putting forward these 
proposals we hope to break 
the back of the housing 
problem in Bermuda,” said 
Mr. Edness at the press con- 
ference. “We hope to have 
the programme in place as 
quickly as possible.” 


The policy proposes that 
Government build 160 addi 
tional rental units at an est: 
mated cost of $11.25 million 
and redevelop. the 
dilapidated Middletown 
area in Pembroke Parish 
creating an additional 250 
residential units. No cost es- 
timates for the Middletown 
proposals have been made. 


It is also hoped that the 
private sector will turn to 
the housing market, and 
finance and build a further 
160 homes. 

“The effect of this pro 
gramme, including the mods 


ular units already undet 


construction, will be to add 
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370 rental units to the mar- 
ket over a two year period, 
plus another 200 owned and 
rented units in Middletown 
over the subsequent four 
years,” proposes the white 
paper. 

Government is expected to 
contribute $22 million from 
its consolidated fund over 
the six years with the re 
maining $14.25 million to 
come from the private sec- 
tor. Mr. Edness said Gov- 
ernment would be able to 
provide the funds without 
endangering its balanced. 
budget or necessitating in- 
creased taxes and levies. 

Mr. David Lines, chair- 
man of the Bermuda Hous- 
ing Corporation, which 
would carry out the Govern- 
ment-financed housing con- 
struction, said that there 
were 900-plus families in 
Bermuda in need of housing. 

Of this number, the needs 
of 500 to 600 families were 


considered of a_ serious 
nature. 
The modular housing 


would bring the multi-storey 
concept of housing develop- 
ment to Bermuda with as 








CSO: 


many as six or eight floor 
apartartment blocks becom- 
ing a reality. Planning 
amendents will likely be 


necessary. 

Mr. Edness said that the 
policy suggested in the white 
paper proposes to: 

@ Improve the supply of 
rental units; 

@ Reduce or control the cost 
of construction; 

@ Encourage the private 
sector mortgage sources to 
extend their lending policies 
in certain cases to 25 years 
from the current 15 years; 
@ Remove any statutory fac- 
tor which is encouraging the 
formation of households; 

@ Encourage the redevelop- 
ment and recycling of land 


at present blighted by unfit’ 


housing; 
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@ And, encourage foreign 
Governments, particularly 
the US and Canadian Gov- 
ernments, who are compet- 
ing in the rental markets to 
provide housing for their 


personnel. 


Mr. Edness said that most 
mortgages now available in 
Bermuda were for no more 
than 15 years, and provided 
up to 65 percent of the 
purchase price of a house. 

It was proposed to en- 
courage mortgage sources to 
ease their policy by in- 
troducing mortgage in- 
surance, which will, in ef- 
fect, reduce mortgage risks, 
and allow the lending period 
to be extended to 25 years. 

It was also hoped that 
mortgage lenders would lend 
up to 85 percent of the 
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purchase price of a house 
with mortgage insurance in 
effect. A full-time lawyer 
would be hired to draft: 
mortgage insurance legis-’ 
lation. 


Mr. Lines said that the 
area being studied in 
Middletown consisted of 17 
acres of property designated 
for development. 


“Many of the homes in 
this area are of a substan- 
dard nature,’ said Mr. 
Lines. ““We, in the Housing 
Corporation, are determined 
to get ahead as quickly as 
possible with construction 
and the recycling of housing 
in the Middletown area.” 

Debate on the white paper 
will begin in the House of 
Assembly next month. 
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SWAN GIVES VIEWS ON 'BERMUDIANISATION', JOB MARKET 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 19 May 83 p 2 


{Text ] 


4 | 


> OP 


Present trends inditate 
that Bermuda needed to 
harness new technology 
sooner than later if Bermu- 
dianisation is to be fully 
achieved, Prem.2r the Hon. 
John Swan told the Ber- 
muda Personnel Association 
yesterday. ‘ 

Premier Swan, addressing 
the Association’s luncheon, 
said the falling birth rate, 
coupled with more jobs be- 
ing available than Bermu- 
dian students and _ school 
leavers to fill them, could 
eventually place a renewed 
reliance on foreign workers 
unless training programmes 
and technological advances 
were actively pursued now. 

The Premier said Bermu- 
dianisation was a priority of 
Government but it had to go 
hand in hand with training 
and manpower planning 
before it could be achieved. 

Mr. Swan said Bermu- 
dianisation was working. 





‘There were 8,100 foreign 


workers on the Island in 
1970, he said. By last year 
that had dropped to 5,845. 

He added, however, that 
the number of foreign work- 
ers seemed to be on the rise 
again. 

“The problem Bermuda 
faces is as a result of growth 
and rising expectations,” 
Mr. Swan said. 

He said economic growth 
had meant 700 new jobs 
created a year since 1978, 
but of the 1,100 students 
studying overseas, only 200 
returned home each year 
and there were only 250 
school leavers going into the 
job market annually. 

One problem Bermuda 
faced, Mr. Swan went on, 
was that the aspiration of 
young people to go into 
white collar fields like busi- 
ness was leading to a short- 
age of people to de blue col- 
lar jobs. 








COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


DEFEATED CANDIDATE INTERVIEWS GOVERNOR OF RIO 
Sao Paulo ISTOE in Portuguese 15 Jun 83 pp 22-27 


[Interview with Gov Leonel Brizola of Rio de Janeiro by Miro Teixeira on 
8 June 1983] 


[Text] I telephoned the Guanabara Palace to schedule an interview with 
Governor Brizola. It was strange, but after so many discussions throughout 
the electoral campaign, I could not control a certain nervousness as I spoke. 
Smoothly, Brizola sought to facilitate our conversation, asking about Leonora 
and the children. He was courteous but cautious as he sought to establish 
the purpose of our talk. As he spoke, my mind went back to the campaign, 
when Brizola brought a shout from the throat of each voter. A survivor of 
the 1964 coup, he claimed credibility for himself, a word which few people 
explain on the administrative or political level, but one which began to be 
repeated mechanically in editorial offices, in bars, on the streetcorners, in 
the dark alleys where the victims of our moribund economic model are to be 
found. With victory, the slogan "Brizola At the Head" ceased to be heard. 
Now Brizola is the head of the state. He knows this. He showed it on the 
telephone. I was no longer debating with the mystic. I was talking with an 
amiable although tense person, irritated with the individuals crowding his 
waiting room, preventing him from working. 


His task is complex. Rio de Janeiro, former capital of the empire, then of 
the republic and then of Guanabara, a state produced by the merger of two 
others, is administratively what might be called a bag of worms, an expres- 
sion which the governor rather likes. I cannot imagine him fully and ex- 
clusively involved in the intricate tangles of the state bureaucracy. One 
expects more of him. No one takes aim from New York with impunity at the 
winner of the popular polls on the favorite candidate for the presidency of 
the republic. The clash between the years of glory and his suffering in 
exile have transformed him into an unpredictable and almost impenetrable 
political figure. However, within a very short time, Brizola will be re- 
vealed: he will either accept the extended hand of Gen Figueiredo or he will 
further explain his agreement with the PDS [Social Democratic Party] and will 
become the greatest popular leader Brazil has ever known. 





Our first talk at his apartment on Atlantic Avenue was extensive. Coffee was 
served at regular intervals and the unexpected presence of Dona Neuza was an 
indication that we could proceed in a relaxed frame of mind. However, Brizola 
reacted to the presence of tape recorders. He preferred that our talk develop 
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informally. At our insistence, he yielded, but in the discussion which en- 
sued until we obtained his agreement, one could note the levei of the gover- 
nor's caution, which was fully borne out in the course of the interview. The 
emphasis with which he talked of the need for us to keep the structures of 
the armed forces unimpeachable reached the limits of exaggeration, since at 
that point no one was urging the contrary. Here I see the need for self- 
criticism. He turns to the past and speaks of the errors committed in the 
period preceding the 1964 movement. And in order to demonstrate, but I do 
not know to whom, that he has changed, he stresses as his main concern the 
reorganization of the Secretariat of Security, which, he says, should func- 
tion in full harmony with the military authorities. And despite the concern, 
it can be said that Brizola has not abandoned his ideological and political 
positions. While he defends a new social pact, born of the demand for the 
direct election of the president of the republic, he condemns the convoking 
now of the National Constituent Assembly. I was certainly not dealing with a 
liberal, as had been suspected. I was dealing with a socialist who will not 
dare to alter his party program so soon, in order to avoid frightening the 
middle class, which he gives credit for his electoral triumph. Wanting to 
change society, and this expression was repeated a number of times, gives him 
an ideological guarantee. He does not exclude the national business sector 
from this transformation, but he takes vigorous aim against the multinational 
companies. 


The front represented by the PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Movement Party] is in 
fact unacceptable to Brizola. What he calls the tactics for advancing in the 
democratic sector include the elimination of the front and the emergence of 
parties with clear ideological definition. Moreover, Brizola's opposition to 
fronts is not of recent date. In the past, he refused to participate in the 
Broad Front, along with Jango (Goulart), Juscelino (Kubitschek) and (Paulo) 
Lacerda, and he explained that as we were talking, President Figueiredo, 
staying at the hotel adjacent to the Brizola building, was sleeping peace- 
fully, and justifiably so. The governor did not lose any opportunity, during 
the interview, to render him homage. As I returned to journalism, I had the 
feeling that history was being made. And after all, if anyone has credibil- 
ity in writing about Brizola, it is I. 


Teixeira: You spent the day with the president of the republic. This was 
not your first meeting, but today in particular, just preceding a new eco- 
nomic package, how did you find General Figueiredo? 


Brizola: Both at the reception for the president and at the inauguration 
ceremony at the Portuguese Club, which we attended together, along with other 
individuals, it was possible to pursue the discussion between the federal 
government and the new Rio de Janeiro government on levels I regard as very 
positive, where personal relations are concerned inclusive. Seated side by 
side during the luncheon, we exchanged ideas, and I was able to note his 
present concerns about national life. But I could also sense his hope that 
the country will be able to rise above the crisis. Our relations at this 
point reached a very effective level of understanding, in the administrative 
sector, of course. I believe that this stands above the issues which divide 
us. 
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Teixeira: And what are these issues? 


Brizola: I would like to complete my answer to the preceding question, when 
you referred to the economic package. In my view, this is yet another stage 
in an economic policy which has been developing in the country for a long 
time now. The whole issue is the economic model: Brazil is subjected to a 
colonialist process. It is colonialism which lies behind all of this sophis- 
tication of the economic policy. 


Teixeira: Only the names have changed, isn't that it? 


Brizola: It is often said that the colonialism of today as compared to what 
it was in the past, when it was more open, is like the relation between elec- 
tronics and electricity. It is easy to understand how a lamp lights up, but 
it is difficult to know how a computer functions, for example. 


Teixeira: Mainly the computers which cannot add, isn't that it, Dr Brizola? 


Brizola: Precisely, if we want to remember... As I said, all of this is a 
process of modern colonialism. We are subjected to and imprisoned by the 
system, which is affecting us more drastically every day. What is called the 
economic model, the economic policy, is nothing but an adjustment to all of 
this. The package will fall within a consistent line. 


Teixeira: Of submission to this colonialism? 


Brizola: We can say that it is submission. But we will have to question all 
of this, without excluding anyone in this country. It would be unrealistic 
not to take the whole of life in this country into account. 


Teixeira: You want to say... 


Brizola: I want to say that we must seek alternatives. I am remembering 
what the Quban revolution, a fascinating epic, represented. Later it fol- 
lowed a path we could still understand, but could not adopt. When I was in 
Miami I saw the Cuban bourgeoisie, and on that basis I made the following 
joke: The Brazilian bourgeoisie does not belovg in Miami: it is too large. 
It makes no sense to seek alternatives for Brazil while excluding anyone at 
all. 


Teixeira: You said before that your meeting with the president was one with- 
out tension. 


Brizola: Indeed, it was one characterized by great detente. 





Teixeira: Does this mean that there was tension during your earlier meet- 
ings? 


Brizola: No. This last talk was, then, extremely courteous, with an ex- 
change enabling us to cover a very wide range of subjects from the past and 
the present, and providing an opportunity for the development of an atmosphere 

















favorable to the approach to certain specific problems in the administration 
of Rio, such as the question of the penal system. I went so far as to tell 
the president that we must be prepared to absorb the great impact of a trage- 
dy at any time. He understood the problem perfectly, and showed willingness 
to contribute to resolving it, and even called for the participation there of 
the minister of justice. 


Teixeira: As you say, the Brazilian problem will not be resolved by "pack- 
ages.'' Society needs to participate in the decisions, and there is a need 
for a new social pact, a new institutional order, a new juridical order. 


Brizola: I maintain my position. I believe that it is a vital issue for 
Brazil to question the economic policy most vigorously. 


Teixeira: And where did your discussion of socialism lead? 


Brizola: We cannot question the economic model without questioning the in- 
stitutional order as well. It is often said that the economic model and 
authoritarianism are Siamese twins. If it is to be maintained, this economic 
policy needs authoritarianism and centralization. This creates an impasse 
for our cvuntry, which has its analogy at the end of the monarchy, when slav- 
ery, the economic model and monarchic authoritarianism existed, each as a 
function of the other. As in that era, everything now is leading to an im- 
passe because of the question of legitimacy. The Brazilian people will not 
cast their votes for a model which presumes the exclusion of large contin- 
gents of the population. Therefore I say that we will only have legitimate 
governments in Brazil if the economic model is changed. This is precisely 
what occurred under the monarchy: when slavery fell, so did the economic 
model and authoritarianism in Brazil. 


Teixeira: But there are no indications that the government, which has a 
monopoly on initiative, wants to change the system and the model. If the 
lack of legitimacy, that is to say the lack of elections, is a result of the 
maintenance of this system, can one conclude by analogy that the maintenance 
of this model will lead the country to a process of "Argentiniazation?" 


Brizola: The nation is passing through a crucial period, is at a crossroads 
in its history. And I am certain, for example, that indirect elections now 
through this electoral college will mean a real disaster. We would have 8 
more years of government without legitimacy. I am not impuning indirect 
elections as a thesis. Under a parliamentary regime, for example, indirect 
elections are legitimate. The problem is that this electoral college, cre- 
ated as a function of legislation at will, with bionic personalities present, 
is characterized by illegitimacy. As a consequence, we would have a weak 
government, elected by a part of the PDS, which is now a minority in the 
country. With the election of a civilian, from every indication. 


Teixeira: Why from every indication? 


Brizola: At least that's what the present candidates are. The most obvious 
possibilities are civilians, giving the impression that civilian society has 
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taken over government again. We have an unusual situation, because this will 
not be a reality. Civilian society will apparently be taking over the res- 
ponsibility of governing the country through a government which is not repre- 
sentative and not legitimate. Without popular support, there can be no doubt 
that the minimal conditions for dealing with the crisis, which will continue 
to become ever more acute, will be lacking, to the point that another mili- 
tary intervention will be needed. 


Teixeira: Could the crisis be manipulated to that end? 


Brizola: As has happened in various historical phases in Argentina. But my 
reasoning is not of a fatalistic nature. I take my inspiration from what has 
happened in Argentina, but I do not fail to take into account the positive 
aspects of the Brazilian situation. I think that our armed forces as a whole 
want to withdraw and are in fact paving the way. It is my conviction that it 
is not important for us civilians to contemplate why they want to withdraw. 
Many believe that the armed forces are withdrawing to maintain their power to 
intervene again. This may be true, but the important thing for us is the 
challenge of supporting the space provided and expanding it. If we do not 
have the capacity, competence and clear-headedness to do this, the armed 
forces will intervene again. 


Teixeira: But while the military say in their speeches that they want to 
return to the barracks, the system continues to draft "packets" which will 
lead to indirect elections. As you yourself stressed, in view of the dis- 
content. of the people, the system will not subject itself to a direct elec- 
tion process. Is there not a contradiction, at least a seeming one, in all 
of this? 


Brizola: This context is not linear in structure and cannot be regarded on 
the basis of very simplistic reasoning. It is complex. When we speak of the 
military and the armed forces, we need to prepare our thinking for the study 
of a problem which it has never been easy for us civilians to understand. We 
cannot fail to take into account what the armed forces have represented, his- 
torically, for a country such as ours. They are without a doubt the skele- 
ton, the national structure, which is most clearly defined in our country. 

We may have contradictions, such as those to which your question pertains, 
but I personally prefer to place great stress on the historical argument. 

The armed forces constitute a vast community, and like all large communities, 
have their contradictions. But at this time, what I note with great certain- 
ty is that there is a general tendency in the armed forces toward withdrawal, 
toward creeting space for the civilians. The most obvious example is my 
presence in the government of Rio de Janeiro. At one given moment in Argen- 
tina, the people elected a governor of Buenos Aires by a great majority, but 
as the armed forces did not want to abandon their intervention, they did not 
allow that governor to take office. This is a concrete fact and our cole is 
to work for a clear-headed answer, as I have been doing, giving the best I 
have succeeded in learning in my life, as Gov Tancredo Neves, Governor 
Montoro and other leaders are also doing. But on the other hand, there has 
been no lack of methods and vices imposed upon us during the long period of 
authoritarianism and arbitrary action. 
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Teixeira: What, for example? 


Brizola: For example, the insistence of the PMDB on maintaining itself as a 
front. The national front has served its purpose. When we were inside the 
tunnel, all of those displeased with authoritarianism had to be there. We 
had to embrace each other, without knowing whom we were embracing, if only 
because we could see nothing. With the first rays of light, we need to 
define our positions more clearly. The time has come for political parties. 
The unjustitied decision to maintain this inorganic front, in search of an 
immediate solution, and the methods adopted--all of this may prove faval for 
us. But when I see a man like Senator Teotonio traveling like a missionary, 
I begin to believe in this stage of discussion and contemplation, and I even 
see that the country is prepared for it. We are living in a period in which 
there is no inclination toward radicalism, even in language. No one wants to 
fight with anyone. 


Teixeira: I find the PMDB front too broad for my tastes, personally, but we 
do not yet have any guarantee from the government that a party front will be 
possible, that coalition will not be prevented and that votes will be unat- 
tached. In the multiparty era, when the Popular Party was organized, headed 
by Sen Tancredo Neves, the government promised all of this and offered the 
famous November package. 


Brizola: I am speaking more of the question of the next step. It does not 
matter if the first elections and even the second are not successful, but it 
is only through the parties that we can organize the Brazilian people. It is 
true that they may try their luck at immediate elections tomorrow. But you 
have there the strategic content of a vision. 


Teixeira: But in this connection, the people already have two or three other 
governments with other packages, the wage difficulty... 


Brizola: But the fact is that there is no electoral opportunity with this 
type of front. Ido not want to go deeper into this because time will speak 
for us. You urge the fact that we live in Rio and occupy a vanguard position 
in national life. There was a very pluralistic but open election here, in 
which the debate offered the people a very broad spectrum from which to make 
clearer choices. In the other states, a polarization of two fronts developed. 


Teixeira: Is there is a possibility that 1964 will be repeated? 


Brizola: There is a great difference between the two eras. In the former 
one, we were proceeding along the inclined plane of authoritarianism. Now, 
on the contrary, we are moving in the other direction, because the experi- 
ments have already been made. Authoritarianism offers no hope for the 
Brazilian people. 


Teixeira: Do you believe that this direction is irreversible? 


Brizola: I am not saying that, for everything depends on us. If we are 
clearheaded enough to play the role the Brazilian people expect of us, we 














will consolidate this free space and even expand it. But there may be a 
reversal as a function of poor management or incapacity on the part of the 
civilian leadership in providing a response to this challenge. 


Teixeira: In 1964, the authors of the coup succeeded in mobilizing the 
middle class and generating an atmosphere of mistrust in order to win a 
certain support for the movement. Today, this uncertainty... 


Brizola: It is not only that. The inconsistency of our platforms has per- 
haps contributed greatly to such a desperate search on the part of the middle 
class for its path. Our platforms were very empirical, very embryonic, and 
the middle class did not feel secure. It sought its own solutions, even 
reaching the point at which large sectors even support this development which 
is to occur. 


Teixeira: But do you not believe that today there may be a movement to sen- 
sitize the middle class, based on the failure of the economic policy? At the 
same time, was it to avoid a resurgence that you proposed the extension of 
General Figueiredo's term of office? 


Brizola: I believe that the Brazilian people have advanced greatly during 
these years. The people are more enlightened than many think. They are 
equal to their leadership. Moreover, this is what is happening all over 
Latin America. 


Teixeira: Is this autonomy in the streets? 


Brizola: Precisely. The whole doctrinary and ideological arsenal used in 
the period prior to 1964 is outdated. It has been exhausted, because the 
experiments were made and failed to yield results. Now what is possible, but 
not most probable, is a brutal retreat, like that which has occurred in 
Argentina. With regard to General Figueiredo's term of office, I made no 
personal or specific proposal. We, a group of party leaders and parliamen- 
tarians, are thinking out loud, seeking paths and alternatives in view of the 
concrete possibility, which is there before us, of indirect elections now. 
The election of a president with a congress in the middle of its term of 
office could even be fatal to our democratic reestablishment. This is the 
reason for our thinking to the effect that the ideal would be general elec- 
tions in 1986. We are thinking of President Figueiredo because he has really 
been consistent in the realm of commitments: he awaited direct elections, 
they were held, the opposition won in a considerable number of states and he 
guaranteed the installation of those elected. He has that credibility. 


Teixeira: But while at the same time you suggested that President Figueiredo 
might be reelected for a buffer term, you announced that the Guanabara Palace 
will be the main company headquarters for direct presidential elections. How 
do you resolve this contradiction? 


Brizola: I believe that a real understanding in this regard would be an 

event of the first water, that is to say if the forces in power and in the 
opposition were to work out a constitutional amendment, and thus a compro- 
mise, a general pact so that direct elections can be achieved in 1986, even 
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at =he cost of an indirect election with a 2-year term. In this way the 
country would be indeed advancing consistently toward a constituent assembly, 
a goal to which we need to maintain access. But to do this we need to 
advance more. It is necessary for the parties to organize. The fronts do 
not allow the people to exert influence on their cadres. The elections are 
being held and the representatives are going to Brasilia. And all of this 
happens without the participation of the people. When the representatives 
are elected by the parties, the situation is different. It is not indi- 
viduals, at the mercy of influence, who will decide. It is those bound by 
commitments which remain alive even after the elections. Only under these 
conditions can we hold a constituent assembly. 


Teixeira: The PTB [Brazilian Labor Party] was snatched from your hands, and 
you founded the PDT [Democratic Labor Party], subsequently, again along labor 
lines. After the elections, you asserted the need for the formation of a 
party with a more clearly defined ideological position. How is your social- 
ist party coming? 


Brizola: While I was still in exile, I said that the labor line is the 
Brazilian path toward socialism. All of this is part of a process. It does 
not depend on whether the leaders meet and make a decision at a given time. 
The PDT includes the faction which supports democratic socialism in Brazil. 
The idea that tomorrow we will have to adopt a more specific commitment in 
this regard is a problem which is being discussed and is developing among us. 
This is, as I said, a process. Obviously, the requirements and the threat 
posed by the legislation may perhaps have influenced all of us, leading us to 
adopt a cautious position. 


Teixetra: The agreement between the PDT and the PDS here in Rio has led to 

both criticisms and praise. In bringing this about, were you simply seeking 
a channel for the resolution of your difficulties in Brasilia, or was this a 
maneuver to destroy the politic.l support base for the system? 


Brizola: I believe that the union and the state and the state and the munic- 
ipalities should mesh completely. How can such interlocking develop if there 
is a climate of war, hostility, isolation, exclusion, or even debate between 
us and the PDS about the specific issues of interest to the public? 


Teixeira: Could we regard this undertaking as an expedient to prevent that 
administrative duplicity which is threatened by the PDS here in Rio? 


Brizola: In part, yes. 
Teixeira: This was a negotiation, then? 
Brizola: In part, yes, with an indirect goal. It was a way of contributing 


to improving the atmosphere such as to avoid parallel and fractious actions 
on both sides. 


Teixeira: Some parliamentarians in your party have criticized the PTB-PDS 
agreement very harshly. 














Brizola: Well, this is another and very different issue. There was a poli- 
tical agreement there. It is practically an alliance to guarantee the gov- 
ernment a parliamentary majority, to reestablish its majority in the chamber. 
It is very different from what we are urging in Rio de Janeiro. To say, as 
the press has reported, that this was designed to destroy the PMDB consti- 
tutes a plot. And there is more--the PMDB governors are doing nothing else. 
The difference between my illustrious colleagues and myself is that they are 
not making this position explicit, and I am. 


Teixeira: When you assumed government office, what were your greatest diffi- 
culties? 


Brizola: We encountered many, but our greatest concern was with the problems 
having to do with public safety. This was the reason for the step taken in 
deactivating the Secretariat of Security the very first day. Now we are 
establishing a council which will function under the presidency of the gover- 
nor, and will be made up of authorities from the security, justice and public 
prosecution sectors, with representatives of the community, trade unions, 
businessmen, OAB [Brazilian Bar Association], ABI [Brazilian Press Associa- 
tion] and the Residents' Association. It is this council which will estab- 
lish the security policy for the state. Publicly, we recognize that, where 
public security is concerned, there is a federal armed forces hierarchy. 


Teixeira: Do you regard this as fundamental? 
Brizola: The Constitution provides for it. 
Teixeira: Yes, but do you regard it as basic? 


Brizola: I believe that it is a constitutional principle for which there is 
a reason. Whenever we have had periods of democratic government, this has 
functioned properly. 


Teixeira: Im connection with the land seizures, I was informed that you had 
sent some documents on the matter to the First Army. Is this true? 


Brizola: Yes. This was the case with some documents we found during these 

seizures. There you have the poverty of the people, which creates an envir- 
onment favorable to provocation. We are trying to counteract these actions 

without neglecting the problem. 


Teixeira: Governor, your street address reads like a countdown: Three, two, 
one, zero (3210). When does the countdown for your candidacy for the presi- 
dency of the republic begin? 


Brizola: This business of the presidency of the republic has not come into 

my thinking, I can honestly state. With these polls which appear here and 
there, one might think that I am promoting direct elections for the purpose 

of becoming a candidate. I regard the launching of my candidacy as improv- 
ident, when I have just taken over the government of Rio de Janeiro. This is 
my commitment. But in public life, ome can never know what the future will be. 
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Prelude to the Interview 


Prior to asking Leonel Brizola his first question at 9:35 pm last Wednesday, 
8 June, his interlocutor gazed at reporter Miro Teixeira with sincere affec- 
tion. "Il am moved," the subject of his interview said, "by your decision to 
return to journalism. This is an evidence of great humility which will be 
very well received by the Brazilian people."' The former reporter for the 
newspapers A NOITE, DIARIO DE NOTICIAS, O JORNAL, A NOTICIA and O DIA later 
confessed that he too was moved, not only by his return to the reporting 
field through an interview with the man who was his political opponent in the 
1982 elections, but mainly because he was dealing with one of the most impor- 
tant historical personalities in his journalistic career. Twenty-two years 
ago, Miro Teixeira, who was a mere cub reporter then, was assigned to cover 
the Rede da Legalidade (Legality Network), a movement which Brizola, who was 
at that time governor of Rio Grande do Sul, had organized to guarantee the 
installation of Joao Goulart as president of the republic in 1961. After 12 
years as a parliamentary deputy and after almost 4 hours of questions and 
answers, Miro Teixeira, now 38, felt another emotion: his instinct as a news- 
man told him he had completed a historic interview. 











COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


VICE GOVERNOR OF SAO PAULO VOICES VIEWS 
Rio de Janeiro MANCHETE in Portuguese 25 Jun 83 pp 34-35 


[Interview with Vice-Governor of Sao Paulo Orestes Quercia by David 
Swarctuch, Durval Ferreira and Celso Arnaldo Araujo; date and place not 
given] 


[Text] Orestes Quercia began his career as an alderman. 
He was prefect of Campinas. He was elected senator with 
almost 5 million votes. In Sao Paulo politics, his group 
serves as something like the pointer ona scale. Above 
all, as a man of his party, in this case the PMDB [ Brazil- 
ian Democratic Movement Party], of which he is one of the 
exponential figures, he is doubtless the favorite to suc- 
ceed Franco Montoro at the head of the state government in 
1986. In an informal talk with MANCHETE, Quercia dis- 
cussed some of the most burning issues in national poli- 
tics, for example the federal succession, concerning which 
he makes a daring prediction. He believes that President 
Figueiredo will be forced by circumstances to opt for 
direct elections to make the choice of his successor. 


MANCHETE: How far does your political ambition go, Senator? 


Orestes Quercia: All of us have a private commitment to ourselves, to our 
families and to our friends. And a public commitment to society. Politi- 
cians--and I am a professional politician--have to take this latter, basic- 
ally, into account. My great ambition is to serve the public interest in 
some way. I want to serve my state and my country through political activity. 


[Question] But since you are a bachelor and since your life is politics 
exclusively, do you not have a personal goal? 


[Answer] When I was elected alderman, my great goal was to be a good one. I 
have had political intentions as a foundation since I was a boy, because my 
father was always a politician in the city where I was born and raised, 
Pedregulho. I was a state deputy, served as prefect of Campinas, and was 
elected senator of the republic from a prefecture in the interior, with more 
than 5 million votes. Now I am vice-governor. But I have never thought of 
being this or that. Things happen naturally. My political career has deveil- 
oped in that way. Ortega y Gasset voiced a thought which | like very much: 
"Man is the man plus his circumstances." 
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[Question] Your group is regarded as the pointer of the scale where Sao 
Paulo politics are concerned. Thus the vice-governorship went to you, and 
more recently, the prefecture of Sao Paulo has almost been won. What is the 
philosophy of this group? 


[Answer] To tell the truth, I never ran for the prefecture. I never was a 
candidate. What happened was that many of my comrades wanted me to be pre- 
fect. But I prefer to avoid saying that I headed a group within the party, 
because our effort is in the direction of integration and unity. My great 
concern is party unity. The PMDB is my great goal, in the sense of achiev- 
ing a nationally popular political party within its own identity. It is a 
fact that, in certain respects, the PMDB is an opposition front. And my 
great struggle at this time is toward party unity and the success of the 
Franco Montoro government. The PMDB is destined to have a very great influ- 
ence in the political life of the country. 


[Question] If your political career has been linked with circumstance, is 
the next circumstance to occur in 1986, when we have new elections for the 
state government? 


[Answer] I think it is too early to speak of the succession, because we are 
just at the beginning of the Montoro governmen= term. At the proper time, 
the party will make a decision as to the best candidate. I will certainly 
play a role in this process, and I may or may not be a candidate. The effort 
in support of the Montoro administration is obviously designed to ensure con- 
tinuity in the government. If it will involve myself, I do not know. In the 
medium time range, the PMDB can serve as a great tool for consolidating 
democracy. 


[Question] But after consolidation, will the PMDB continue to harbor oppo- 
sition fronts with differing inclinations? 


\Answer] It is as I said before: we need to improve our identity. Today it 
is represented by the struggle in support of the Constituent Assembly, direct 
elections on all levels, in brief, ‘or full democracy. Many political forces 
have united in support of these goals, and for this reason we are regarded as 
a front. But the PMDB already has a history and a memory. 


Question] Is it a cause of any constraint to the PMDB that it is the target 
tn Sao Paulo but the slingshot on the federal level? 


Answer] This is the present reality. We are in the government in Sao Paulo 
today and in the opposition on the federal level, running all the risks 
inherent in political activity. It is evident that in a crisis situation 
such as the country is experiencing, the opposition benefits from popular 
lissatisfaction, but collecting any benefit is difficult when one is in 
power. But even in difficult government situations, and we have had in our 
history governments which have come through dramatic times successfully, a 
political party in power must join together with the will of the public, 


which is predominantly in favor of the PMDB today. 

















[Question] How do you view the PTB [Brazilian Labor Party]-PDS [Social 
Democratic Party] agreement? 


[Answer] The PMDB, through its national president, has condemned the agree- 
ment. Personally, I believe that there has been great skill on the part of 
the government. This was not favorable tc the PTB. It waged an opposition 
campaign and its voters today would not support this union. Perhaps the PMDB 
could have been somewhat more aggressive, because this PTB agreement could 
have been reached with us. Analyzing it coldly, an effort could have been 
made so that this agreement would be reached on the opposition level. 


[Question] Do you believe that the small changes in the wage policy justify 
this agreement? 


[Answer] It is difficult to judge. The PTB believes it was worthwhile. 
These concessions cannot fail to be positive for the workers class. But on 
the level of the struggle for full democracy, this agreement is negative. 

The concessions work against the greater strength which the opposition might 
have had at this point to exert pressure on the government for a more clearly 
open approach. 


[Question] What is your view of these first 70 days of the Montoro govern- 
ment? 


[Answer] Every government goes through a process of maturing. The first 
year is always very difficult. 


[Question] It seems that even among PMDB parliamentarians themselves, there 
is great dissatisfaction with the Montoro government. How can the governor 
deal with this problem, such as to give these parliamentarians more room? 


[Answer] I believe that an effort should be made to create a closer rela- 
tionship with the deputies in the Assembly and in the Chamber, with the 
aldermen and even with the prefects in the interior. In this process of 
government adaptation, there may perhaps have been some shortcomings in the 
relationship. We have in fact received complaints from our comrades. This 
reminds me of a story about Milton Campos. One day, when he was governor of 
Minas Gerais, he was told that there were party comrades in the Assembly 
speaking ill of the government. And he answered: 'Speaking ill of the 
government is such a good thing that one cannot exclude one's friends from 
this privilege..." 


[Qrestion] Do you believe that there has been a certain intolerance on the 
part of the newspapers in Sao Paulo during this phase of adaptation and 
maturing by Franco Montoro's government? 


[Answer] Their coverage is legitimate and it helps. The responsibility of 
the press is to demand and to provide coverage, and even to criticize loudly. 
That is how the democratic game is played. There is a famous statement by 
John Kennedy to the effect that "to govern in a democratic regime means 
directing pressures." When one sees shortcomings, there must be pressures 




















for their correction. I myself am saying that it is necessary to improve 
relations with the parliamentarians. 


[Question] With the political sensitivity you have, what is your guess about 
the presidential succession? 


[Answer] Even President Figueiredo believes that it will be difficult to 
elect the successor of his choice. At a time of such serious economic 
crisis, I do not know if the president can succeed in appointing his succes- 
sor with an illegitimate electoral college, as Medici and Geisel did. The 
president said a short time ago that he would only think of the matter when 
he thought the time had come. However, it seems that now that the succession 
issue has been raised, he is being forced by facts. There are almost 2 years 
still before the election and it is being said that the PDS candidate will be 
chosen by August, which would obviously be premature. 


[Question] Would this be due to the Paulo Maluf avalanche? 


[Answer] I believe that Maluf is only one of the factors. But the logical 
solution would be direct election of the president. And General Figueiredo 
may perhaps have no other alternative. 


[Question] For even this next election? 


[Answer] For even this next one. He favors indirect elections, but I have 
the impression that he will be pushed to the other. Things are accelerating 
in such a way that Figueiredo will be forced to accept direct elections. I 
reiterate: this is only an analysis of the facts. He stated at a meeting of 
military officers that he would not deal with the matter so soon. A very 
short time afterward he began to travel all over the country to discuss the 
presidential succession. There has never before been such an early approach. 
These are concrete facts. To them must be added the economic crisis in the 
country, on the brink of a moratorium, such that it will be difficult for him 
to retain control of the situation. If he wants to be consistent with the 
open political approach he has announced, he will have to have direct elec- 
tions. 


[Question] In the remote hypothesis that the ne resident is elected by a 
popular vote, would the PMDB be willing to forg¢ ving its own candidate to 
unite in support of the candidate of another party, let us say Gov Leonel 
Brizola? 


' Answer | I think that would be difficult. The PMDB has its own cadres. 


Question] Would the PMDB have a natural candidate for the presidency, and 
would he be Deputy Ulisses Guimaraes? 


Answer] Not necessarily. Deputy Ulisses Guimaraes might be a good candi- 
date, but we have other qualified comrades, for example Gov Franco Montoro 
and Gov Tancredo Neves. 

















[Question] What about the vice-governor of Sao Paulo, Orestes Quercia? 
[Answer] No, Quercia is a more modest figure. He is not in the race. 


[Question] How would you view Sao Paulo it Paulo Maluf were president of the 
republic? 


[Answer] To accept this hypothesis is not to wish the best for Sao Paulo. 
Maluf is a personally very charming man. But if you analyze his political 
life, you will see that he has neither a political direction nor a philos- 
ophy. He would like to be prefect, ther governor, then president. All that 
is lacking now is the desire to be king. I believe that at the present he is 
even influencing the federal government toward direct elections. The fear is 
very great. His leadership is artificial. He specializes in the bionic pro- 
cess. He knows everything about the families of the delegates, the birthday 
of each child. This is a political process which only occurs under authori- 
tarian regimes. In a full democracy, Maluf would not inspire interest in 
anyone. For the present, he represents a danger. 


[Question] Businessman Antonio Ermirio de Moraes says that he believes in 
Brazil, since otherwise he would be a banker. Is Brazil a viable country? 


[Answer] I am certain that it is. What has happened was an error in eco- 
nomic policy which favored the denationalization of Brazilian enterprises and 
exports, without concern for the domestic market. The modernization of agri- 
culture has perhaps been exaggerated, to the exclusion of basic manpower. 

And then the world crisis has faced Brazil with a series of aggravating 
factors. Despite all of this, we are in a position to emerge successfully 
from the crisis. Brazil is geographically exceptional and our people have 
breeding and character. 


In a word, I believe in Brazil. 


CSO: 3342/134 














COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


WEEKLY DESCRIBES POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, MILITARY FIGURES 
Santiago QUE PASA in Spanish 12 May 83 pp 16-20 
[Article by Gloria Stanley and Ana Maria Gibson: "Chileans with Power"] 


[Text] It is a strange magnet to which many are attached, sometimes sacrificing 
values such as family, peace, friendship, spare time and freedom, but which few 
will publicly acknowledge they wish to reach. It has made lesser people great 

and lesser people out of many. It costs much to reach it and when it appears to 
be withon ones grasp, there are some who discover that it slips through their 
fingers. Its name is power and should be written with a capital letter. However, 
at times it is not very clearly defined. It is a little bit here and it is a 
little bit there; in that politician, in that economist, in that financier or 
communicator. Perhaps it could be in that man of the church, a minister, soldier 
or union leader. 


After all, as a political scientists said to QUE PASA, "political power is built 
on the basis of persons who exert the greatest influence or control in the making 
of political, economic or social decisions." 


Preoccupation with power and about those who wield it is not new. Analysts of 
the Institute of Political Sciences of the Catholic University say: "When study- 
ing the significant aspects of a political system, references to relations of 
power immediately arise."' They add: "there are several interpretations on the 
role they play in politics, although there is a certain unanimity around the fact 
that the differences between political systems or profound changes within a 
society itself can be interpreted as difference in which power is distributed 
among different individuals, groups or other social units." 


A sociologists told us: ‘Public opinion has an idea of power and the influence 

it has over it which contains a great deal of myth." In his opinion, the wielding 
of power is more simple than it is supposed and much less complex. Decisions in 
the majority of societies are made on the bases of opinions given to authority 

by certain persons, without great structures, preparations or bureaucracy. 


Philosophers such as Aristotle, Hobbes and Max Weber appear to agree with this, as 
did Machiavelli, the Florentine, who provided a demonic methodology to a simple 
sociological verification. 














There are those who have power and influence and have never have wanted it or 
sought it. Suddenly they discover that their words, actions and decisions con- 
clude by being important in the adoption of ways of acting by authority. 


If power is in the hands of certain persons "capable of affecting the behavior of 
others in a desired manner," as is stated by the etymological definition, it is 
logical, therefore, to ask oneself: "Who are those persons whose opinion counts 
with authority? Who are those capable of effecting change? Who are they who 
exert influence?" 


To find, detect and discover who exerts that influence, and therefore power, is 
a fascinating challenge in any country at any time in history. It is also that 
way in Chile today. 


QUE PASA set itself this task, knowing full well that there would be much criti- 
cism and statements such as: "Why this one and not that one?" "I know he no 
longer carries any weight," "But those who have power are not on the list because 
those in power do not publish it." 


For that reasor we asked those, who because of their tasks, their relations, their 
handling of the news, could lead us to untangling the difficult and tangled skein 
which makes up the web of power. On that basis of those opinions, of long re- 
search in newspaper files in these past months, of following the news, we prepared 
this gallery of honor of Chileans "with power." 


Political Area 


Jorge Alessandri Rodriguez. Some words of his during the annual speech at La 
Papelera were enough to cause the fall of Minister De Castro and open a new page 
in what appeared to be the impenetrable fortress "Chicago." The devaluation of 
money--asked for insistently by various economic secretaries--was the next con- 
sequence. This is because Jorge Alessandri, the only living former president of 
the republic, is a figure with power within the country. It is perhaps enhanced 
by his permanent decision" to speak little and only what is necessary" and by his 
decision to withdraw from the political picture when he left the presidency. His 
image of austerity and sobriety and the surname “Alessandri," in itslef sononymous 
with power, makes of don Jorge a figure with influence. His last speech at La 
Papelera also managed to arouse a heated debate on tariffs. Incidently, it be- 
came a support for who who think it is necessary to accelerate the democratic 
process when he said: "Those who in good faith believe that in the short term 
there are other factors which are compatible with political freedom, are unfor- 
tunately mistaken and involuntarily encourage the rebellion which results in 
tyranny.” 


His influence, despite his resignation from the Council of State when his draft 
for a constitutional reform was changed by the government, is obvious in circles 
of the government. His word is taken into consideration, at least as an alarm 
signal. 
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Various politicians told QUE PASA that if it were not because of his advanced age 
he would be a rallying point or one of consensus in the process which should cul- 
minate in democratic elections in 1989. 


Sergio Fernandez Fernandez. He is a man of few words and scant smiles. His eyes 
are deeply hooded, his gestures are calm and peaceful, and he looks at his ques- 
tioner as if from a distance and appears to listen closely. His replies are brief 
and distant. Behind his reticence and coldness one cannot see the magnetic, char- 
ismatic politician. Nevertheless, it is asserted that he is the civilian with the 
most power in the country. 


In fact he has been predominantly active in these past 7 years of military govern- 
ment, with an interval of 1 year after his departure from the cabinet last year. 
{n 1976 he was appointed Minister of Labor and Social Welfare, then comptoller. 
When he appointed him minister of the interior, General Pinochet told him to 
begin the process toward institutionalization, where he achieved his first great 
victory when he managed to have the Constitution of 1980 passed. When at the 
beginning of the year there was talk of an accentuation of the military regime and 
rumors of populism were heard, he received a surprising mission from the president: 
Make up the Study Commission on Constitutional Organic Laws, which must regulate 
political social and economic life as of 1989. This commission was made up of 
men whom he trusted completely. 


He is a man who acts more through influence than by direct methods. His great 
knowledge of the exercise of power and how the government functions has made him 
a feared enemy in certain sectors. His skill is said to have prevented the 
nationalist groups from entering the spheres of power. 


His opinion, say our interviewees, is listened to by the president. He enjoys 
prestige and respect in government circles and Minister .‘ontero usually consults 
nim on various matters. Although he heads no ministry, he has access to the chiet 
of state. His influence, it is said, has been responsible for the appointment or 
maintenance in the cabinet of men who think like him, such as Miguel Angel 
Schweitzer and Ramon Suarez. 


Cardinal Raul Silva Henriquez. He is one of the most important figures in the 
country and also one of the most controversial. In his 24 years as bishop very 
few have been indifferent to him. He took the church out of its cloisters and 
chapels to take it to the community kitchens opened by the followers of the PEM 
(expansion unknown], to the youth debates of the slums which under his wing formed 
the Youth Mission and to the communities for human rights, to the polemic on exils 
the ecnomic crisis and the democratization process. To some he is authoritarian, 
stubborn and taciturn. To others he is generous and a lively talent with the easy 
manner of a confidence man and the astuteness of a politician. That and much more 
could be said about the cardinal who has just relinquished his position 2s head of 
the church of Santiago to his successor Monsignor Juan Francisco Fresno. To 
criticisms that he is more concerred with temporal that spiritual problems, he 


says "we show our love for God by our love for our brother. The commandment says: 
"Thou shalt love thy God with all your heart and with all your soul, and your 
brother as yourself. Therefore, there is no division." His importance and 
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influence, in opposition sectors as well as in the government (he has grown 
further and further away from it), no one denies. Although he ceases to have 
direct authority over the daily activities of the church of Santiago, he main- 
tains his status as cardinal, and his status as a member of the Episcopate will 
allow him to extend his radius of action, perhaps now with greater force, say 
some. His close relationships with important church foundations on the interna- 
tional level, which are important fwr financing pastoral work in the country, 
also give him influence, which goes far beyond his resignation from the work in 
the Archdiocis of Santiago. 


Enrique Montero Marx: He is one of the strong men of the reg...e. Since 12 
September 1973 he has not been away from the summit of power. An attorney, and 

an air force general, he was for a long time subsecretary of interior until he 
became the head of the ministry. He has been in charge of the office for confi- 
dential information, which among other things has investigated the "disappeareds." 
He went to the United States during the investigation of the murder of former 
Minister of Foreigh Affairs Letelier to express the desire of Chile to collabor- 
ate in the investigation of the case. 


The handling of temporary Article 24, say many, is an important key in explaining 
his power. Opinions as to his independence differ. There are those who say that 
he is "Pinochet's man," and his moves are determined by the president. For others, 
Minister Montero "has more freedom of movement than is supposed." It is said that 
the authorization for entry of the president of the Christian Democrat Interna- 
tional, Andres Zalvidar, and the delay in granting the permission to remain is due 
to his personal intercession. The decision to accept the invitation made by 
former Senator Fernando Ochagavia to a lunch with former national legislators was 
also supposed to have been personal. 


His influence is due to the fact that he is the person the president talks to the 
most and the one to whom he listens daily. In his hand is the responsibility for 
the domestic order of the state with the corresponding command of forces. The 
latter has made of him a controversial figure, and according to some, he has the 
image of a man who is harder than he really is. His democratic inclinations said 
or interviewees, were expressed, among other measures, by the appointment of the 
Exile Committee and in the appointment of the last cabinet. 


Monica Madariaga. It is not necessary to argue much to convince someone that she 
has an important share of power in the present government. For 6 years she has 
been the only woman in the cabinet and her name remains "fixed" during each min- 
isterical change. A staunch supporter of Pinochet, according to her own admission, 
she has had to handle controversial ministries. Her passage through the Ministry 
of Justice, where she had to face cases such as that of Calama, COVEMA [expansions 
unknown] and the crimes of Vina, won for her the image of a strong woman of great 
character and unbreakable determination. Her greatest satisfaction has been that 
of having begun the process of modernization of justice. Her recent appointment 
as Minister of Education was not long in being felt. A few hours after having 
been sworn in, she publically announced the dissolution of the consultative com- 
missions of military nature within the university and she issued two draft bills, 
one of which freezes existing legislation. Making a reality of her first state- 
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ments that "when I take over a sector, I handle it in my style," she aroused a 
controversial debate in the church when she disapproved the religious books for 
middle-level education prepared by the Silesian order, the echoes of which are 
still being heard. With a direct and sharp style and a great power as a con- 
municator, her opinions, say those who have heard her, are listened to in cabinet 
meetings. It is said that in the previous change of ministers General Pinochet 
was even thinking of appointing her minister of interior, She is one of the few 
government figures who has the respect of all sectors. 


Jaime Guzman Errazuriz. For a long time he was considered the “power behind the 
throne, " the builder of the political plan of the government which has given 
permanence to the military regime. He has never held an official public post but 
his influence has been channelled through his advisory office to various commis- 
sions and organizations of government. His participation in the constituent 
committee, that helped write the 1980 constitution, was important. His enemies 
say that he no longer has any power on an cfficial level. However, he was appoint- 
ed to be a member of the Committee for the study of Organic Laws together with 
Sergio Fernandez, which in fact gives him a decisive radius of action in the for- 
mation of the future political-social structure of the country after 1989. 
Probably with the vision of a politician, which he says he does not have, his 
work has now been concentrated in youth sectors, those who will vote in the future 
and who in fact will be the government in 6 more years. It is said that many 
groups of unionists are active in colleges and universities at this time. His 
influence in the union movement continues to be important, as are his opinions 
contained in press columns. Some of those interviewed told us that his great 
capacity for work, his methodical and perfectionist style, and the fact that he 
always has ideas and plans in his briefcase, gives him great advantages on the 
political front. 


Miguel Schweitzer Speisky. He is considered one of the best-known criminal lawyers 
in the country. With Sergio Fernandez Fernandez he is one of the most influential 
civilians in this government ("It is not known whether the power comes from don 
Miguel or from Sergio Fernandez"). In any case, three ministers during the present 
military administration have emerged from his study (the most recent, his son 
Miguel Alex, who occupied the Ministry of Foreign Relations). He is a member of 
the Academy of Penal Sciences of Mexico, the National Institute of Criminology 

of Cuba, the Argentine Society of Criminology and the Institute of Penal Sciences, 
some say there "is no important committee in which he does not participate." His 
status as president of the Council of State, member of the Board of Directors of 
the University of Chile and of CONSUPSENA [Higher Council for National Security], 
give him a radius of action of decisive influence. It is said that his opinion 

is always sought by General Pinochet in controversial matters. 


His influence is born of the professional respect he inspires in the president and 
the armed forces because of his career as a criminal lawyer and because of his 
thinking. This has allegedly led President Pinochet to call upon him since the 
beginning as an adviser and as a former minister of justice. 
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Agustin Edwards Eastman. A timid, hyperactive man with a great organizational 
capacity, whose fortune in 1980 exceeded $210 million, Agustin Edwards Eastman, 
"Dunny" to friends and relatives, is a name no one refrains from mentioning in a 
list of influential men. To some his power is almost overwhelming. "After all,” 
say those who think this way, "EL MERCURIO is almost symbolic of Chile. It was 
even thought that if it were to fall under the power of Popular Unity, it would 
be the country which would bow before Marxism." More than having been vice pres- 
ident of PEPSICO (owner of Pepsi Cola among another 40 firms), or his participa- 
tion in 10 corporations, or his many properties (among which are an island in the 
south of the country, a house in Connecticut, a house in Lo Curro and another in 
Renaca, where he has the most complete and exotic greenhouse in the country), or 
being considered one of richest men in Chile, it is precisely this newspaper, 
which is as many years old as the century, that gives A. Edwards his great area 
of influence and power. An editorial in the newspaper can throw out a minister 
or cause a financial upheaval. It is said that EL MERCURIO was not alien to the 
measures of 13 January, which led to the takeover of several financial and bank- 
ing institutions of the country. The government, aware of the power of EL 
MERCURIO, and the latter aware of the power of the government, have established, 
in the opinion of many, a way of coexistence. The determined defence of the 
regime of President Pinochet and his economic policy by EL MERCURIO in recent 
months, have meant serious breaks with the business sector for the newspaper and 
its owner, since the business sector has had to do without the erstwhile deter- 
mined support of EL MERCURIO in its fight against low tariffs. 


Andres Zaldivar Larrain. On Thursday 16 October 1980, the government adopted the 
decision of not allowing the entry of Andres Zalvidar Larrain into the country 
because of statements made to the Mexican daily UNO MAS UNO. Two years later, his 
election as president of the Christian Democrat International--an organization 
which enfolds 57 Christian Democrat parties of Europe, Latin America, Africa and 
Asia--turned Andres Zalvidar, despite his exile, into a political figure of 
importance on the national scene. His recent reentry into the country, author- 
ized by the government so that he could see his sick father, aliowed the measure- 
ment of that degree of influence. In his short stay he was constantly visited by 
former legislators and politicians of all persuasions. His statements on his 
return to Madrid showed him to be--according t« uany of those we interviewed--a 
figure with a political stature greater than he had up to a short time ago, 
including within his own political group. 


Economic Area 


Carlos Caceres Contreras. Since he took over the Ministry of Finance around the 
middle of last February, his activities have been well received. He is considered 
a person of clarity and determination in confronting crises. Not only has he 
handled refinancing of the foreign debt well, he has indicated how far the govern- 
ment can go in matters of help to the various sectors of the economy. For the 
same reason, he has a greater degree of credibility in the financial area and the 
business area. A member of the Council of State until he became thepresident of 
the Central Bank last year. he is considered "a Pedro Ibanez man," because ine was 
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the director of the Valparaiso Business School for many years. His influence in 
economic matters, in addition to the position he holds, has been demonstrated in 
the last package of economic measures announced in March and in the appointment of 
several persons linked to that school to different public posts. 


Sergio del Castro Spikula. For many, his "ghost" continues to hover over the team 
in the economic area, not only because of the work accomplished in his years as 
minister, which still remains, and in part hecause of the responsibility accruing 
to him for the results of the present crisis, but also because of the ideas he 
still has now. Among them is that of taking a one-time loss through the nation- 
alization of the banks by freezing time deposits of the financial system, return- 
ing the money to savers in the form of bank shares. 


On the other hand, the middle-level leaders of the present economic team are his 
men, as are Hernan Felipe Errazuriz, Felipe Lamarca and Martin Costabil. 


Manuel Martin. Minister of the economy, he has his sphere of influence due to the 
friendship he has had for many years with President Pincohet, for whom he has al- 
ways been an advisor, and in the good reception his intiatives have always had in 
the business area. 


Jose Pinera. He appears to be an alternative of economic power for the government. 
Meanwhile, through his magazine ECONOMY AND SOCIETY, he has influence on public 
opinion and in government circles where he is well heeded. 


Businessmen. Even when it is believed that Javier Vial, Manual Cruzat and Fernanto 
Larrain have lost much influence, there is consensus that says they still have a 
share of power worthy of consideration. It will show primarily in the negotiations 
which have been carried out with the government on the fate of many companies, not 
discarding the possibilities that they may continue to control the administration 
of some of them. The good relationships they maintain with the international 
financial system, which would be a support for their purposes in the future, are 
also indicated. 


Military Area 


Three uniformed men have an "in" with high circles of power. They are Lt Gen Julio 
Canessa, Brig Gen Santiago Sinclair and Gen Humberto Gordon, Their influence is 
determined, not only by their military rank, but also by the importance of the 
positions they occupy. 


Brigadier General Julio Canessa. He was the founder of the Advisory Committee to 
the Junta of Government (COAJ), president of the National Commission for Adminis- 
trative Reform (CONARA) for 6 years, director of the Military Institute Command, 
chief of the NorthernMilitary Region and Army Inspector General. In 1979 he was 
appointed chief of the Army General Staff and in 1981 deputy commander of the army. 
His appointed to that post, when-he was figuring out his pay reductions prior to 
going into retirement, in the opinion of some of those interviewed by QUE PASA, 
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eloquently confirms has closeness to the president, who chose him instead of Gen 
Sergio Covarrubas. It is a friendship which began 40 years ago when Presidnet 
Pinochet was a lieutenant general and Julio Caness was a cadet. He is considered 
a cold man who adheres closely to professional duty ("What some may suppose about 
me cannot be more than simple personal opinions. I am primarily a military man," 
he said in a press interview). Because of his position he is the "first man after 
Pinochet.” It is said that his opinions on military and political matters "have 
weight." 


Brigadier General Santiago Sinclare. When he was appointed Minister Secretary 
General to t e Presidency in January this year, there were those who said he had 
become a "key" man in the heirarchy of power. The reason was easy to deduce. 
Through his hands passes everything the presidnet must see and sign. He decides 
on audiences and attends all meetings of the president, He is charged with the 
execution of orders by the president, for which purpose he requires information 
from all the ministries, services and organizations of the state. The ministers 
and chiefs of services are obliged by law to give him the information he requests 
in a timely fashion. The personnel who work under his orders in the secretariat 
are part of a special group and its members--up to grade 9--are directly appointed 
by the president of the republic. The minister is also responsible directly to 
the president and can sign "By Order of the President,” on those memoranda and 
communications which may result from decrees ordered by the latter. 


"He is the person closest to General Pinochet and therefore his closest advisor," 
point out our interviewees. The recently created Commission for the Study of 
Organic Laws should receive all initiatives from the chief executive through the 
Secretariat of the Presidency and its minister, who decides on the order in which 
the organic laws must be studied within the Fernandez Commission, 


Brigadier General Humberto Gordon Rubio. On Wednesday. 24 July 1980, General 
Pinochet accepted the resignation of Gen Odlanier Memin the General Directorate 
of the CNI [National Intelligence Center] and named Gen Humberto Gordon Rubino 
as his replacement. This appointment resolved the bitter controversy between the 
former high cheif of the CNI and the former high chief of the DINA (National 
Intelligence Directorate], Manuel Contreras, which became critical after the 
murder of Major Roger Vergara. 


A simple man, esteemed in the army and deeply loyal to President Pinochet, his 
power resides precisely in heading the most important security body of the comtry. 
He knows that his mission is difficult "the cases this body handles are generally 
complex,” he told QUE PASA some time ago. His handling of key intelligence on 
what is happening in the country, makes him a sure guest at every important 
political meeting. Political observers told our magazine that his remaining at 
his post is in great part attributable to the apparent control he has over his 
organization, which in recent years has not been guilty of the dark deeds which 
aroused public opinion and in which officials of the old DINA appeared involved. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


INFANTRY SCHOOL TRAINS SOLDIERS FOR SPECIAL COMBAT 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 26 May 83 p C6 


[Text] Personnel of the San Bernardo Infantry School held a demonstration of 
“special combat" yesterday, during which they broke rocks with the edge of thier 
hands and shattered things ranging from boards, bricks and even bars of ice as 
part of the daily training they must undergo. 


This course is for officers and men contracted to the army, who after 4 months 
graduate and are returned to their parent regiments where they in turn serve as 
instructors. 


The exercise which took place yesterday morning was part of the preparatory events 
for Infantry Day next 7 June and also consisted of a simulated battle by a section 
of “raiders” who ran an obstacle course while shots and explosions were heard. 


With Mortars 


Elsewhere, on the mountain "Chena," 8lmm mortar firing took place. Soldiers hit 
targets located 700 meters away. The work in the field was complemented with 
work performed on two miniature courses, one of which is under a roof and can be 
used night and day depending on the circumstances. In both places "the greatest 
speed in instruction is obtained and of course there is a monetary saving since 
no ammunition is expended." said the director of the school, Col Samuel Rojas 
Perez. 


Use of Bow 

In the mock hand to hand or "special combat" fighting, different weapons were em- 
ployed. The soldiers used the machete, bladed and deadly weapon used in the war 
in the pacific and which has been adopted as mandatory in the Chilean Army. 


The soldiers assayed the elimination of sentinals with crossbows, which can fire 
darts at a range of up to 120 meters. 


Among the various elements of daily use are stars with sharpened points and weapons 


of similar type, which thrown with force and accuracy are capable of disabling an 
adversary, particularly in a surprise night attack. 
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Martial arts are not unknown by this type of soldier. Thus, for example, a full 
contact struggle only ends upon the peremptory orders of the officer in charge of 
the demonstrations, 


"A number of techniques are used in special combat for the annihilation of the 
enemy, with or without weapons. The individual is physically, mentally and 
pschologically trained, the latter phase being basic and of great importance," 
said the deputy director of the Infantry School, St. Col Gabriel Alliende Figueroa. 


Characteristics 


The aforementioned institute was founded 31 May 1891 and its original name was 
Noncommissioned Officers School. It has had 43 directors, the majority of whom 
have attained the highest rank in the military, and several of them were command- 
ers in chief of the army, ministers, ambassadors or held other high offices. 


At this time courses are taught in specializatim in combat units, specialization 
as commanders of basic units, section and platoon commanders, candidates as non- 
commissioned officers in weapons, to sergeants second class and special combat. 

The infantry soldier can specialize in mountain, paratroop, commando and special 
combat training. With respect to his characteristics, they are varied. Prominent 
among them are: high morale, resistance to fatigue, will to win, spirit of sacra- 
fice, discipline, self-denial and a spirit of willingness to endure even death, 
among others. | 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


BENADAVA EXPRESSES OPTIMISM ON ACTIVATION OF BEAGLE TALKS 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 26 May 83 p C3 


[Text] The Chilean permanent ambassador to Rome for mediation, Santiago Benadava, 
said yesterday that the process is at a "lower phase” at this time but that he ex- 
pects that it can be activated so as to arrive at a solution and the signing of an 
agreement soon. 


The diplomat will return to Rome today after staying in the capital for approxi- 
mately 1 month. Benadava was called home to report on the present status of the 
process. 


He explained that during his stay here he delivered background material to the 
president of the republic, Gen Augusto Pinochet, Minister of Foreign Relations 
Miguel Schweitzer and the Mediation Advisory Committee. 


Questioned on whether he is taking new proposals to the Vatican, he said: "I do 
not want to say that I am taking new ideas. As always, I am taking proposals 
which I shall present to the monsignors in charge of the process." 


With respect to the causes for the present status of mediation, Benadava said that 
"they derive from circumstances which you know very well." 


The diplomat also said that the recent publication in Buenos Aires of confidential 
documents on the process violates an agreement adopted by the parties at the re- 
quest of the Holy Father. 


"Certainly," he said, "they do not contribute to the success of this process and 
naturally are liable to create difficulties." 


The diplomat added that he does not know what the Vatican reaction is with respect 
to these reports but he imagines that they will cause annoyance. 


"The speedup of the process and its qu_.. settlement naturally depend on the will- 


ingness demonstrated by both parties. We have accepted the proposal by His 
Holiness and have the utmost desire for the achievement of a final agreement, "he 


added finally. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


GOVERNMENT PROMOTING GREATER FOREIGN INVESTMENT 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 9 Jun 83 p 10 


[Text] Freddy Castano, chief of private investments for the National Depart- 
ment of Planning, outlined the efforts the government is making to increase 
the flow of foreign investment into Colombia, with a view to obtaining a more 
rapid reactivation of the economy. 


"The government is taking significant steps to demonstrate its increased 
willingness to receive foreign investment, by providing facilities and incen- 
tives, in a selective manner, in order to accelerate development in certain 
activities that are the engines of our economy," stated the official. 


He aiso explained that while the government is advocating greater partici- 
pation by foreign capital in national economic activity, providing incentives 
and streamlining the processing of applications and decision-making, it is 
also fully aware that foreign investment is a complement to national invest- 
ment, never a replacement for it or for job opportunities for Colombians 

in areas where they operate competitively, or can be competitive if given the 
chance. 


Clear Guidelines 


He said that due to these circumstances, the government is working to estab- 
lish clear guidelines in activities such as professional services. He re- 
ferred to Decree 222 of this year, on contracts by the government and its 
decentralizef entities. In that decree, several articles are devoted to the 
protection of national industry and labor, in order to protect the country's 
interests without contradicting the policy on foreign investment and the need 
for access to external knowhow. 


He also indicated that the legal instruments are already being drawn up that 
will put this policy into practice, obviously without violating the commit- 
ments Colombia has already made in this regard in the Andean area, commitments 
which are considered legal instruments in our country. 


The new guidelines will allow larger amounts of profits to be remitted abroad 


in the case of activities such as the manufacture of machinery, metal pro- 
ducts, equipment and transportation material, and fertilizers, and crops that 
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take years to produce any yield, tourist activities, and firms which export 
more than 50 percent of their industrial or agricultural products. 


There will also be more flexibility under certain circumstances, such as 

the incorporation of more national inputs, for companies with commitments for 
processing goods in a mixed enterprise; and fairer treatment for this kind of 
firm, hopefully similar to that received by mixed and national enterprises, 
since those that are in the process of changing over are treated like foreign 
enterprises in nearly all aspects, explained Freddy Castano. 


Basic Goods 


He recalled that the activities considered in Decision 24 to produce basic 
goods (exploration, development of any kind of minerals, hydrocarbons, gas and 
oil pipelines and forestry development) will be accorded special treatment. 
Such is the case of the coal sector, where there is no obligation to convert 
to mixed enterprises and thus limit foreign ownership to 49 percent. 


As has been happening since 1973, the formation of foreign enterprises is 
acceptable and subsidiaries are allowed, since that is the method preferred by 
foreign investors. It does not entail any loss of control over foreign capi- 
tal for the country. 


The chief of investment also explained that special treatment may be given in 
this activity for the remittance of profits, because its special character- 
istics demand and justify such treatment. For now, the National Council on 
Economic and Social Policy, by means of Resolution 76, has allowed a special 
remittance for those foreign investors who participate in exploitation activi- 
ties with state entities. Regulations have yet to be drawn up for foreign 
investors in partnerships with national investors, because the government 
believes that partnerships between foreigners and nationals are necessary, 
whether officially or privately. The official made these statements at the 
Forum on "Engineering vis-a-vis the Large El Carbon Projects: National Objec- 
tive," which is being held in Bogota. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBTA 


FISCAL REFORM TO AID ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 15 Jun 83 pp 1, 9 
[Article by Raul Rodriguez] 


[Text] With the fiscal reform package just passed by Congress, the government 
is attaining one of its principal objectives in reactivating the economy, and 
Colombians will also have more monetary resources at their disposal because of 
the lower taxes that will be made possible by the revitalization of domestic 
demand. 


Furthermore, with this reform, and in particular with the elimination of 
double taxation, the way is opened for productive investment so that it can 
once again become profitable within the national economic system. 


The package, which emerged from Parliament with only slight modifications from 
the government's original proposal, involves reductions of up to 100 percent 
in the income tax rates. 


Yesterday Finance Minister Edgar Gutierrez Castro described the passage of the 
tax reform program, to be signed today by President Betancur, as a historic 
step in the fiscal life of the nation. He asserted that with the new mea- 
sures, the national economy will possess the keys to development. 


The minister claimed that in addition to having a high likelihood of success 
in attacking the growing fiscal deficit, which amounts to more than 110 
billion pesos in real terms, the modifications in the law will also provide 
productive sectors with clear incentives that will increase productive 
investment and therefore the generation of employment, two key factors in the 
recovery of the national economy. 


Meanwhile, in the private sector, union leaders praised Congress’ action and 
expressed confidence that with the new law the country's economy will be able 
to emerge from the deep recession that has had such serious social consequen- 
ces in recent years. 


The director of National Taxation, Alba Lucia Orozco de Triana, declared that 
in 1984 taxpayers will have to file income tax returns only if they have 
earned more than 200,000 pesos, or have assets valued at more than 500,000 
pesos, by the end of this year. 























The official explained when that income is earned, the taxable income is re- 
ported, which means that a large number of people who receive, for example, 
the minimum wage, whose income is low, or who own few assets, will not have to 
file returns next year. 


With the fiscal reform program passed by Congress, the tax base is broadened. 
By lowering tax rates, the government hopes to bolster treasury revenues 
through direct taxation, in order to stabilize the budget situation. In 
recent years the budget has depended increasingly on indirect taxation, which 
fluctuates according to many circumstances, including those beyond our 
borders. 


The principal effects the reform will have on national accounts, taxpayers, 
productive sectors and the economy in general, are as follows: 


-—-With a broader tax base, the state will have better alternatives for shor- 
ing up its revenues at times when they show a marked downward slide and jeopar- 
dize public investment and the normal functioning of public administration. 


--For taxpayers there will be substantial reductions in the income tax and 
other complementary taxes, as well as in withholding tables. This will enable 
taxpayers who in recent years have hidden their capital and goods in order to 
avoid paying taxes, to declare them openly. It will also benefit the national 
treasury. 


—Productive sectors, with the almost total elimination of double taxation, 
will be able to channel their monetary resources more effectively; at present 
these resources are in the financial sector or are invested in illegal and 
speculative activities. This will bring about a full reactivation of pro- 
duction. 


—In overall terms, the Colombian economy will benefit from the fiscal reform 
package in both the public and the private sector. The fact that many tax- 
payers will be paying lower texes means that the middle- and lower-income 
groups will have more money with which to demand other nationally-produced 
goods and services, which will benefit real economic activity: industry, 
agriculture and commerce, 


—In short, the reform entails an essential step toward reactivation, and al- 
though it is not the only one, it is perhaps the most important. The program 
also involves complementary measures. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


NEED FOR FOREIGN CREDIT PROJECTED THROUGH 1985 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 6 Jun 83 pp 1-A, 1-D, 4-D 
[Article by Jose Fernando Lopez] 


[Text] Colombia will request international financing totaling US $4.5 billion 
at the meeting of the Consultation Group in Paris next September, in order to 


finance development projects over the next 3 years, reported National Plan- 
ning. 


The resources will be earmarked mainly for the energy, mining, construction, 


public services and transportation sectors, announced Finance Minister Edgar 
Gutierrez Castro. 


The projects that are scheduled to be carried out in the next 36 months 
require investments of US $7 billion, some 500 billion pesos. This is the 
equivalent of the national budget plus 80 percent of the budgets of the 
national decentralized agencies. 


The country will need nearly $7 billion in external financing for development 
projects over the next 3 years, according to preliminary estimates by the 
National Planning Department. Of that $7 billion, nearly $2.5 billion has 
already been contracted, and the rest will have to be obtained through new 
loans. 


If these predictions come true (and discounting the servicing of the debt), 
the total amount of the public debt, which was $6.082 billion at the end of 
1982, will have topped $10.097 billion by the end of 1985, If the private 
debt is added to that, the total foreign debt of the country will be slightly 
above $14 billion. 


The principal and interest payments required by those loans will continue to 
be less than 40 percent of the nation’s estimated current income, however (see 
chart). It is generally assumed that the margin of indebtedness of a country 
should be about 40 percent of its foreign reserves income. Keeping the debt 
below that figure has allowed Colombia to remain outside the group of coun- 
tries that in recent months have suffered the consequences of soaring indebt- 
edness, such as Argentina, Brazil, Mexico and Chile. 
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While in 1982 the foreign debt service coefficient (the debt service divided 
by exports) in Colombia was 31.2 percent, the other countries mentioned above 
exceeded 65 percent (Argentina 67 percent, Brazil 69 percent, Chile 88 per- 
cent, Mexico 67 percent). 


Consultation Group 


In order to obtain the aforementioned financing (whose amount could vary with 
the adjustments being made now to the Development Plan), the Planning Depart- 
ment is drawing up a list of projects that will be submitted to the Consul- 
tation Group for Colombia, for its consideration. That meeting will take 
place next September. The Consultation Group (a meeting which will enable 
international financial entities, public and private, to study the initiatives 
and priorities established by the Colombian Government in terms of public 
investment programs that require external credit), will be especially differ- 
ent this year because it will be organized and chaired directly by the 
Colombian Government, not by the World Bank as has happened in the previous 
ten meetings. It will be aimed essentially at private banks, so that they can 
become familiar with the nature of the development plan. The goal will be to 
include only those projects that will really be carried out, not what the 
country could theoreticaliy develop, as has happened on earlier occasions. 


At the last Consultation Group, held in Paris in October 1981, projects valued 
at $17 billion were presented, requiring external financing of $9.524 billion. 
In the end, only $3 billion was used. The list of projects that was presented 
was actually an inventory of possibilities, according to current Planning 
officials, rather than a series of projects that could really be carried out 
in the short term. This year the external financing required for the projects 
on the list is not expected to exceed $6 billion. According to these same 
officials, the rule of thumb will be that external credit is good only for 
financing high-priority projects. 


In addition, the sectorial priorities of the credit applications will be 
changed somewhat. 


Greater Weight to Social Sector 


In the loans contracted in the past 5 years (1978-1982), the social sector has 
been given minimal attention. Sectors such as environmental controls, health 
and welfare, and education, represented only 4.9 percent of the contracted 
loans, while sectors such as energy (38.6 percent), industry and mining (15.2 
percent), transportation (7.7 percent) and defense (6.9 percent) received the 
lion's share of the resources. Now there will be an effort to increase the 
share of the social sector. 


The same goal has been set for the agriculture sector, which between and 1978 
and 1982 received only 1.2 percent of contracted loans, even though invest- 
ment feasibility studies have been conducted in this sector for projects whose 
cost is surpassed only by the investment plan for the energy sector. 
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Sources of Credit 


Despite the negative impact the difficult situation many Latin American na- 
tions are undergoing (which Colombia has not been able to escape) has had 
on the capital market, Planning officials are optimistic about Colombia's 
potential. 


And since no great problems exist with the international agencies such as the 
Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) and the World Bank, the effort will be 
focused primarily on private banks, whose terms and conditions are considered 
more suited to the nature of the required projects at this time. 


Of the total debt contracted between 1978 and 1980, private banks accounted 
for 42 percent, development agencies 38 percent, suppliers 11 percent, and the 
rest corresponded to governments and banks specializing in the promotion of 
exports from their countries, especially in Japan and the United States. 


At any rate, as President Betancur has repeated on numerous occasions, the 
credit requested will be aimed at complementing, not substituting, domestic 
efforts at saving. 


PROJECTIONS OF GDP, TOTAL FOREIGN DEBT, DEBT PAYMENTS AND RATIOS 
1983-1985 (BILLIONS OF US$) 


Year GDP Total Debt Current Foreign Foreign 
Debt Service Income Liabilities(net) Assets 


(a) = (b) (c) (d) (£) (b) (e) (g) (d) (e) 
1982 36.033 9.139 1.441 4.398 4.246 9.286 


1983 37.659a 10.716 1.610 4.253 7.045 7.924 

1984 39.330 12.584 1.663 5,019 9.674 7.929 

1985 41.775 14.365 1.882 5.744 12.056 8.053 
Ratios 


Year Debt/GDP Debt Service/ Foreign Lia- Debt Service/ 
Cur. Income  bilities/GDP Foreign Assets 


1982 25.4 32.8 11.8 15.5 
1983 28.5 37.9 18.7 20.3 
1984 31.9 33.1 24.6 20.9 
1985 34.3 32.8 ' 28.8 23.4 


a) Assuming a devaluation rate of 22 percent. y 
SOURCE: DNP-UPG Calculations 
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PROJECTED BALANCE OF FOREIGN DEBT 
1982-1985 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


CARLOS RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ REMINISCES ON 70TH BIRTHDAY 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 20 May 83 No 2 pp 50-59 


[Interview with Politburo member Carlos Rafael Rodriguez by Susana 
Tesoro; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Carlos Rafael Rodriguez was born on 23 May 

1913. On the occasion of his 70th birthday, Rodriguez, 
a doctor in economic sciences, a member of the Politburo 
and the party's Central Committee and a vice president 
of the Council of State, has granted BOHEMIA magazine 

an exclusive interview 


BOHEMIA: How would you define yourself, as a writer, a journalist, 
a teacher or an economist? 


CRR: If I could give any definition of myself, I would say that I have 
been a revolutionary activist who for more than 50 years has tried 
to be a communist activist, without having fully achieved this as yet. 


Perhaps if the revolution had not burst upon my youth as a duty to which 
I devoted myself with joy, I would have become a writer and teacher. 
I have written a great deal (a selection from all of my works will 

be published this year and takes up three thick volumes) and I have 
taught university for a while. But everything that I have written 

or taught has been directed towards the struggle for revolutionary 
victory and against the enemies of the revolution. I never did any 
research or wrote a single page that could be considered "neutral." 
Before the revolution, when I was invited to deliver a lecture or write 
an article, I usually asked (on the surface ironically but deep down 
somewhat seriously): "Against whom?" 


Poking through the first few articles that I wrote more than 50 years, 
with a view towards the publication of my works, I came across a defense 
of Sandino and Sandinism. I am proud to acknowledge the combative 

and committed nature of my life. 


BOHEMIA: Which of the many activities that you have been engaged in 
do you recall the most fondly and why? 
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CRR: Being the combatant that I am, everything that I have done has 
stemmed from conviction or duty and almost always from both at once. 

I did everything with enthusiasm and remember it fondly. Having 
disseminated Marxism and Leninism for a half-century, having applied 
them in the struggle against our imperialist and oligarch enemies and 
having been able to utilize them in the building of a new society have 
lit up my life, amid the sorrows of repression and ostracism, as well 
as the strains and bitter times that we now must face because of the 
inevitably slow pace in meeting our people's needs during this difficult 
stage in the construction of socialism. 


I have always liked to write, though at times I have done so with the 
anxiety of one who would like to hand in a more polished work, which 

has never been possible. The response of the masses to a combat speech 

is always an unforgettable incentive. But nothing is more satisfying 

than getting involved, as we all are now, and scoring successes everywhere 
for our country and our people. I must confess that the responsibility 
that I assumed with perhaps the least enthusiasm was heading up agriculture. 
When Fidel Castro prevailed on me that February 1962 evening to take 

his place as president of the National Agrarian Reform Institute, I 

did so mainly out of respect for the commander of the revolution and 
because of my duty not to turn down any responsibility offered me. 

But that task seemed less related to my calling than any of the many 
others that I proposed at the time as possible alternatives to the 
persistent Fidel. Very soon, however, agriculture and livestock raising 
so dominated my life that I can't remember having done anything that 
intensely and with greater dedication. Those who see me as more involved 
in culture and its problems might have trouble understanding this, 

but that's the way it is. 


Moreover, perhaps some people do not understand how many of us leaders 
can find pleasure in our duty (part of our guidance and leadership 
efforts) to examine hundreds of pages of administrative "literature" 
every day, which others might find sterile, dry and intolerable. Never- 
theless, even though we always complain about the excess of it, we 
accept it as an inseparable and inevitable part of decision-making, 
which would be much less rational without this prior analysis. So, 

we view even this bureaucratic prose with fond benevolence. 


BOHEMIA: You come from a patriotic family. It is my understanding 
that your father was a rebel colonel. Is this true? 


CRR: No, it's not, but your question gives me the chance to discuss 
how I became a revolutionary activist. 


In contrast to your assumption, I do not have any rebel forebears. 

My father was a well-to-do Galician merchant who owned a small leather 
goods store in Cienfuegos, and my mother was the daughter of an Asturian 
journalist who during the second half of last century founded a paper 

in Cienfuegos that was not at all pro-Cubar independence. I went to 

a Jesuit primary school. Some day perhaps I'1il have the time to explain 
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what that school and its discipline contributed to my ultimate development. 
Nevertheless, in the area of history, which had so much influence on 
ideology, what we were taught there was designed to alienate us from, 

not draw us closer to the revolutionary traditions of Cuba and Latin 
America. I remember how the book that described Bolivar and his liberation 
movement to us for the first time branded the Caracas native, whose 

200th anniversary we will be celebrating soon, as "barbarian and blood- 
thirsty." 


With that background how was it possible for me, at age 17, to become 

a lifelong revolutionary? I attribute it to my intellectual restless- 
ness, which no doubt comes from my maternal grandfather and from my 
father, and to the sense of rebelliousness and fulfillment of duty 

that my mother, who was widowed when I was barely 4 months old, always 
tried to instill in me. I became an avid reader early on. Some years 
later I discovered that my grandfather had received a philosophy degree 
from Madrid University and that my father liked to write and read many 
writers, among them the Galician poet Alfonso Camin. So, I had access 
to an initial library through which I found Marti. My mother's opposition 
to all privileges and to any imposed inequality and her support for 

my protests against the academic despotism that prevailed at the time 
gave rise in me to a natural rebelliousness that exploded into political 
protest on the night of 30 September, when the student demonstration 

in Eloy Alfaro Park was broken up by Machado's police and Rafael Trejo 
was killed. From that moment on, my spontaneous rebelliousness quickly 
became an aware rebelliousness, based on an early familiarity with 

the works of Marx and Engels and, thus, on a revolutionary vision of 
society that would soon transform me into a communist combatant. So 
you see that even though it is easier to become a revolutionary in 

a revolutionary setting, a person can arrive at the revolution by less 
direct paths. Marx and Lenin explained this. And if we want more 
salient examples, we should recall that Fidel and Raul were the sons 

of landowners and that they too were taught in Jesuit classrooms. 


BOHEMIA: When you were a young writer and university professor, did 
you dream that socialism was going to triumph in Cuba? 


CRR: As I have said, I was always both a writer and a committed revolution- 
ary. I joined the revolt on that night of 30 September 1930 and began 
to struggle for the overthrow of the Machado tyranny. I soon learned 
that our country’s longstanding woes did not stem from a petty local 
tyrant and I discovered the source of neocolonial dependency and the 
imperialism that engendered it. My struggle took on a wider scope 

and a higher level of awareness. My readings of Marx, Engels and Lenin 
gave me even greater understanding, and I realized then that under 
conditions at the time our people's happiness was predicated not only 
on achieving their national independence but also on sweeping social 
changes. 


Thus, my spontaneous rebelliousness became a consciously fulfilled 
duty. As I gained a more exact scientific understanding of Cuban society 
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and the comtemporary world, the goals that we had set for ourselves 
began to seem more difficult. We communists were struggling to weaken 
the global might of imperialism from our small country, but the prevailing 
view among us was that because of Cuba's small size, its closeness 

to the United States and our economic and military inequality, we would 
not be the first Latin American country to liberate itself, much less 

to begin a socialist revolution, though we were determined to undertake 
the task and we worked with that spirit, not caring that a Yankee inter- 
vention, which we thought inevitable in that event, could crush us. 

Our example, we thought, would be of help to all Latin America and 

to the cause of socialism. 


In those days, our assessments were backed by the views of the Communist 
International, and I remember hearing reports of Cuban leaders meeting 
with Manulinsky, the secretary of the Communist International before 
Dimitrov, meetings at which those strategic assessments were corroborated. 
The feeling then was that the anti-imperialist revolutionary process 

on the continent that was destined to become a socialist revolution 
would most likely begin in the larger Latin American countries that 

were in the best geopolitical condition to withstand the onslaught 

that American imperialism, as we correctly assumed, would launch against 
such a movement. The Latin American revolution thus appeared as a 
multiple struggle within which the small island of Cuba has its historic 
role as one of the continental pacesetters but in which we did not 
expect that we would take on the decisive role that has fallen to us 
under Fidel's leadership. This gives you a better understanding of 

what the | January 1959 revolution meant to us and especially its rapid 
shift to a socialist revolution in late 1960. No one has more reason 

to shout "Thank you, Fidel!" than we do. 


BOHEMIA: Do you think that the Communist parties, including Cuba's, 
had a mistaken perception? 


CRR: It would take much time and space to clarify this issue, and even 
after exhausting the theories, a diagnosis might still be difficult. 
History can never be written backwards. Even though the Cuban Revolution 
gave an example of all that a small country like ours can do vis-a-vis 

an apparently invincible enemy, we communists were operating in inevitable 
isolation, which made the feat that Fidel and his comrades began extremely 
difficult. Fidel has talked about this more than once. But we must 

also not forget the indomitable will and constant aggressiveness that 

that group, led by Fidel, had to have to triumph on 1 January. The 
transformation from the "shipwreck" in Las Coloradas (as Raul described 
it) and the transformation of that heroic core of 12 men into the invincible 
Rebel Army that would beat back the Batisia offensive and change the 
course of military developments, is a lesson that we must also bear 

in mind. Among the many historical conditions that made the October 
Revolution possible were the nature of the Bolshevik Party and the 
leadership of Lenin, the brilliant guide who was able to take advantage 

of any historic turn of events to carry forward the historic change 

that many thought was impossible. This is also what Fidel did on our 
island in no less difficult conditions. 
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BOHEMIA: How do you apportion your time to discharge all of your functions 
and remain up-to-date on national and international developments in 

the intellectual, philosophical and artistic fields? 

CRR: I must confess that I am not "up-to-date," as you are kindly | 
assuming. By means of a self-discipline that every revolutionary must 
possess, I have managed to avoid wasting time. What I call wasting 

time means not doing anything, in other words, drifting without even 
dreaming. But one of the things that I think I have learned is to 

use every available minute intensely, both in the work with which the 
revolution entrusts me and in the scant free time that we all have. 

In order to fulfill my responsibilities, however, I have had to dispense 
with many things that I would have liked to do. I think that every 
communist must learn to love life intensely. And I do love it. I 

like literature and art. As a youth I learned to enjoy and play sports. 
The more frivolous aspects of life are not alien to me, and I must 

admit, without any bitterness, that over the years, many of which were 
risk-filled and during which the fulfillment of duty was the main thing, 

I have had to forgo reading many books that I will never be able to 

read, to forgo listening to music that I love, to deprive myself of 
watching baseball or basketball games, boxing matches and rowing meets, 

to miss hours at the beach that I would have enjoyed, and to forgo 

friendly chats and intimate times with the family that I value highly. 

You think that I'm "up-to-date," but I regret not being able to familiarize 
myself with, for example, much of the rich output that our young writers 
and artists are offering us as fruits of the revolutionary process. 


But believe me, although I realize ali that I have been unable to do 
and how much I would have enjoyed it, I value much more highly the 
cause of the Cuban people and of socialism, to which I have devoted 
my life. Hence, I have no regrets or nostalgia. 


BOHEMIA: Who are your favorite authors and what are your favorite 
books? What sort of bedtime reading do you do? 


CRR: I must confess that I am not attached to a single author or composer, 
not even to several. I don't do any particular type of bedtime reading 
either, because there is always a different book at my bedside, and 
sometimes two or three that I would like to avidly delve into. Hundreds 
of unopened books are waiting for me in the library, many of which 

I ordered and have as yet been unable to lay a finger on. 


People are usually asked what book they would take with them if they 

were condemned to live the rest of their lives on a desert island. 

A Latin American writer once sarcastically replied: "The Magic Mountain, 

to see whether I can finish it." I would find that situation intolerable, 
because I confess that I wouldn't know which of the thousands of books 

that have passed through my hands to select. Perhaps I would choose 

a selection of Marti's works, because of their evocative powers. Of 

course I would select between authors. I would prefer Faulkner to 
Hemingway, though I admire both. I would choose Shakespeare over Tennessee 
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Williams or Garcia Lorca. I would choose Gunther Grass and Garcia 
Marquez, even though I detest the former as a political being and love 
the latcer as a good friend. I must confess that I enjoy good econonic 
theory as much as philosophical essays or fine poetry, but I prefer 

the novel. 


Although I have lived fully and very intensely, I have learned as much 
from the great novels, Balzac, Gorki, Manzoni and Bellow, as from life 
itself. Therefore, I read Singer with just as much interest, albeit 
from a different perspective, as I do our Alejo Carpentier. 


If you were to ask me to mention books that I think have influenced 

me, for at times a wide range of reasons, I would cite the ones that 

I read before age 22 and that in one way or another contributed to 

my political and cultural development. In the first place, a selection 

of Marti's speeches (which belonged, of course, to an uncle named Angel) 
got me involved in the torrent of Marti's philosophy and prose, enthralled 
me and gave me a tremendous moral push when a joined the struggle. 

"The State and Revolution" changed my perspective of history and the 

view of society that I had inherited from my early studies into the 

theory of the State through major authors from Gellinek to Dugit. Lenin 
suddenly made me see the reality of the class struggle in history and 

I gained a better grasp of the "Communist Manifesto," which I had read 
around that time. Two books by a second-class American author, Upton 
Sinclair, “Boston,” which told of the legal murder of Sacco and Vanzetti, 
and "Oil," which explained the American monopolies, showed me "the 

bowels of the monster" that Jose Marti had cursed 40 years before. 

A selection from Plato's "Dialogues" that Jose Vasconcelos published 

in the University of Mexico showed me the path towards classical philosophy, 
which I then began to read critically as a result of my Marxist materialism 
in those early years. Ortega y Gasset's "Rebellion of the Masses" 
stimulated me intellectually and helped me to think in opposition to 

this outstanding Spanish writer. With his "Death Throes of Christianity," 
Miguel de Unamuno showed me the other side of Spanish thought. "The 
European Vanguard Literatures," a book by the Latin American Guillermo 

de Torre that was passed around by the Cienfuegos members of the "Ariel" 
group, which I helped to found, made me aware of all of the new artistic 
trends of the time. 








From this jumble of contradictory ideas and conceptions I emerged a 
staunch Marxist as early as 1922 [sic]. It helped that I had read 

and begun to study a compendium of "Das Kapital" that was famous in 
its day, the one by French writer Gabriel Deville. 





But no, I don't think that I'll ever have bedtime reading, and I would 
be unable to pick a book for that desert island. In that situation 

I would rather have a good dictionary of world literature so that I 
could remember and relive everything that I had read and to imagine 
melancholically what the other works that I had been unable to read 
were like. 
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BOHEMIA: In the late 1930's you received the "Gonzalez Lanuza" Prize, 
which the University of Havana awarded to the top graduate of the Law 
Department. What memories do you have of that period? 


CRR: I assume that you are talking about the period in which I graduated 
from university. In fact, the most decisive period in my life, when 

I changed from an outstanding but almost frivolous student into a revo- 
lutionary activist who later became a communist, was the period in 

which the anti-imperialist revolution began to intensify and disseminate 
Marxism-Leninism as an ideology among us, all of which was the prologue 
to the socialism that we achieved under Fidel. This was prior to my 
graduation, from 1930 to 1935. 


If you bear in mind that I was born in 1913, graduating in 1939 seems 

a bit strange. You have to be familiar with Cuban history to understand. 
I finished high school at 17 (I could have finished at 16, but because 

I was not old enough I had to repeat the entrance exam) and 1 should 
have graduated as a lawyer at age 21. The 5-year delay was the 5 years 
that the University of Havana was closed, first from 1930 to late 1933 
and then from 1935 (when we students and the workers tried to overthrow 
Batista with the poorly organized March 1935 strike, which was brutally 
repressed, and we boycotted Batista University) to 1937, when we rescued 
it under the direction of the University Students Committee of which 

I was part and restored its autonomy. One of my fondest memories is 

the day when the university students met at the “Patio de los Laureles" 
and on behalf of the University Students Committee I had to deliver 

a speech to inaugurate the university we had salvaged. 


In subsequent years, which are the ones you are talking about, in other 
words, when I studied and graduated, there were some very significant 
developments. The Spanish Civil War began; this was one of the historic 
events that marked my generation, lending it an internationalist tone 
that rounded out the political experience I had gained in the struggle 
against the Machado tyranny. The defense of the Spanish Republic was 

to us what the defense of Vietnam was to the young people of the world 
45 years later. 


Lazaro Cardenas also nationalized his country's oil. This began to 
give us back our sense of being Latin Americans, which Jose Marti had 
called for, and strengthened the anti-imperialism that had surfaced 
among us in the early 1930's. 


All of this enabled the young people of my time to better understand 

the danger of fascism. Those of us who were already part of the communist 
movement had the privilege of feeling the political impact of the 

Seventh Congress of the Communist International and the report presented 
to it by Jorge Dimitrov, which placed the struggle against fascism 

and the war at the very center of the concerns and activities of the 
working class and of communists all over the world. In 1939, the year 
that you are talking about, the Communist (Bolshevik) Party of the 
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Soviet Union held its 18th Congress, and Stalin delivered his report. 

At the time he was a most respected and beloved figure to us, inasmuch 
as the sinister side of his character, which we later learned of with 

understandable sorrow, had not yet come to light. His report clearly 

forewarned us about the Second World War, which had already virtually 

begun. You must realize that I have so many varied memories from that 
rich period that it would take an entire book to relate them all. 


BOHEMIA: What was the struggle like that the party waged in the drafting 
of the 1940 constitution? 


CRR: I will try to summarize it. We Cuban Communists had already 

emerged from the sectarian stage that kept us as a heroic but small 

group until 1935. Ruben Martinez Villena might have been able to help 
broaden the incipient Communist Party, but he did not live long enough. 
The credit for getting the party away from its narrow, sectarian approaches 
goes to Blas Roca and also to a major degree to the policy shift of 

the Communist International at its Seventh Congress, which I have already 
mentioned. The policy of "class against class," which eliminated any 
possibility of broad alliances between communists and the noncommunist 
segments of the proletariat, in other words, with the Social Democratic 
forces and the middle classes, was replaced by the brilliant concept 

of the Popular Front, which had deep roots in Lenin's theoretical analyses 
and in the concepts developed by Marx and Engels during the early period 
of the communist struggle during the democratic revolutions in France, 
Germany and Hungary in the mid-19th century. 


In 1936 the party framed a Single Front policy, which was anti-imperialist 
in content and an attempt to put together a broad alliance of political 

forces and social classes aimed at national liberation and at establishing 
the democratic-revolutionary premises for a future move towards socialism. 


In 1936 began our struggle for the Constituent Assembly, and our main 
rallying cry in this struggle was the desire for a "free and sovereign 
Constituent Assembly," on which we agreed with other progressive segments 
of the Authentic Party, the National Agrarian Party, etc. I remember 
that that was when we began working on the draft of the party constitution. 
It was my first important project, because even though I was just a 
member of the organization, I was appointed to work on the constitution 
with Blas Roca, the secretary general of the party, and Jorge Vivo, 

who is little known now but who was a prominent figure in the movement 

at the time, having even served as secretary general prior to Blas 

(That same year Vivo left the communist ranks and went to Mexico, where 
he became a Catholic and ended up as a prominent university professor. ) 


The struggle for the Constituent Assembly gained overpowering strength 
because although we were unable to establish a Single Front, we did, 
however, voice a common demand for authenticity, we Communists and 

other sectors that is. In fact, the Constituent Assembly could have 
been a unifying development for the Cuban Left, but it once again turned 
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out to be a divisive gathering at which leftwing factions remained 

fragmented. The main culprit was Grau San Martin, whose dogmatism 

and absolutism meant that the grassroots forces could not unite and 
that authentics and communists were seated in opposite sections at 

the Constituent Assembly. 


In spite of this, the Constituent Assembly was one of the most important 
episodes in the democratic struggle at that time. We were successful, 

and when I say "we were," I am not exaggerating, because the role of 

the party, which at the time was called the Communist Revolutionary 
Union (URC), was decisive at that moment. The assembly became so important 
that its debates were broadcast to the entire nation. URC turned the 
assembly into public battleground, inasmuch as our activists and other 
sectors that joined them surrounded the Capitol Building every afternoon to 
listen to the debates, which were being broadcast over loudspeakers to 
the crowds gathered there, who cheered the speeches of the progressive 
assembly members (headed by comrades Blas Roca, Juan Marinello, Salvador 
Garcia Aguero and peasant farmer leader Romarico Cordero, among others) 
and whistled and shouted down the claims of the reactionaries. We 

must also not forget that we were at one of the decisive moments in 

the struggle against fascism and that the battle to defend the Spanish 
Republic had polarized the Cuban forces; in fact the DIARIO DE LA MARINA, 
the mouthpiece of the domestic reactionaries, had also become the hated 
symbol of the Falange and Francoism. So then, through an effective 
combination of an internal parliamentary struggle and a mobilization 

of the masses outside the assembly (hundreds of thousands of forward- 
looking men and women gathered around the radios and loudspeakers set 

up all over the country), we saw to it that the Constitution of the 
Republic embodied fundamental demands of the proletariat and the nation 
and became, in its time, one of the most advanced constitutions in Latin 
America and the nonsocialist world. 


In Cuba's revolutionary history, the struggle for the Constituent Assembly 
and for the 1940 constitution was without doubt a significant moment. 


BOHEMIA: What memories do you have of your first meeting with Fidel 
Castro in the Sierra Maestra? 


CRR: I couldn't forget it. But that was not my first encounter with 
him. One afternoon in July of 1953, 30 years ago, I was in my office 
at the Popular Socialist Party, of which I was propaganda secretary, 
when Comrade Flavio Bravo came in with a tall, energetic young man 
whom I recognized right away. It was Fidel Castro. 


Fidel had come to the bookstore that we had on the ground floor of 

the party building, no doubt to buy some Marxist books, the same ones, 
I think, that were seized at the "“Siboney"” Farm. He ran into Flavio 
and told him that he wanted to meet me. 


That was our first encounter. Fidel was already a prominent youth 
figure. The university had made him well-known, and his involvement 
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in the events in Bogota in 1948 had lent him extraordinary importance. 

He had become well-known around that time for the charges that he succeeded 
in getting into ALERTA and BOHEMIA. It was very interesting for me 

to meet him, But I must confess that I remember only vaguely what we 

talked about that afternoon. I must admit that on that occasion I 

did not see him in all his greatness ae the indisputable leader of 

the Cuban Revolution. 


A few days later, on 26 July 1953, he wrote himself once and for all 
into the history of our country. 


We didn't see each other for several years, because after the Moncada 
Fidel was thrown into prison on the Isle of Pines, and when he got 

out and prepared to go into exile, where he would organize our country's 
ultimate liberation, contact with him became more difficult; Raul Valdes 
Vivo was in touch with him. 


Exactly 5 years later, in July 1958, I arrived in the Sierra. In the 
area that I entered, from Yara and Guasimilla to La Plata, through 

Loma del Gallo, the Sierra was besieged by almost 10,000 soldiers. 

After riding an inexperienced mare up the mountains all night, I arrived 
at around 4 am at the camp of "Old Garcia," the commander of a group 

of riflemen. Although I engaged in sports in my youth and have always 
tried to do exercise, by that time, because of a difficult life in 

the underground, I was carrying more than 5 years of "rust." The 8-hour 
ride on horseback had exhausted me, and I tried to rest. A half-hour 
later Garcia woke me hastily and told me that I should keep going because 
Sanchez Mosquera, the implacable murderer, was coming with his troops 

in the same direction that I had to take to reach La Plata and that 

I had to get the jump on him. I continued the climb, at times on 

foot because the animal couldn't take it anymore, and that afternoon 

we reached the outskirts of La Plata. 


From there they told Celia that I was at the little grocery store in 
"La Maestra," and when he got in touch with Fidel, Fidel said: "Have 
him come at once." I was frankly unable to. It was 6 pm. I had lost 
7 kilos on the climb and I was more exhausted than the mare. I had 

to lie down and rest. 


By the time I reached La Plata the next day, Fidel had left. These 

were the days right before the Battle of Jigue. On the roads you could 
see the "rebels" with their weapons heading for the next battle, which 
was to begin the following day. So I began getting to know these new 
heroes. I saw Braulio Coroneaux for the first time (Fidel always 
called him "Coronu," and he was the first hero we lost during the Battle 
of Guisa). He was accampanied by a startingly huge mulatto who was 
carrying the 50 machine gun almost by himself. It was Fidel Vargas, 

who when Coroneaux fell grabbed the machine gun and took over, as he 

did on other occasions. 
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That night I slept in Ramiro Valdes's hammock in Roberto "from Santa 
Clara's" little house, because Ramiro had also left with Fidel. 


Shortly after noon the following day, Fidel, who was in his house in 

La Plata, sent for me. My strength restored, I climbed up and met 

him at the crossroads, before reaching his command post. I began to 
perceive in him the qualities that I had been unable to appreciate 

the first time that we had met, in my office, even though I already 

had high esteem for his attitude. Fidel explained to me that he was 
heading for an encounter with Batista's force and invited me to accompany 
him. I recall telling him (my muscles were still sore) that I didn't 
know whether I could keep up with him in the mountains, to which he 
replied: "Sure you can. You've taken your vitamins and you can keep 

up with our peasants." Within 15 minutes he himself realized that 

{ couldn't keep up. It was my first encounter with the hills; it had 
rained; I was slipping in the mud and I was unwillingly becoming "the 
slow poke of the guerrilla band." I took me several weeks to get used 
to the hills and mudhoies. Fidel told me to follow at my own pace 

and assigned a comrade to help me, a former newsman with PRENSA LIBRE, 
whose name I've forgotten and whom I don't think I've seen again. 

He moved on ahead, and I fell 10 minutes behind. By the time I arrived, 
the Battle of Santo Domingo was beginning. 


A few minutes later, Fidel threw himself to the ground with the others 

and pushed me dc=-, asking me whether I hadn't heard the bullets whistling 
past our heads. I was apparently lacking experience in that too, because 
I didn't hear them. Fidel issued orders and received messages. 


Then came the planes, which complicated things. But shortly thereafter, 
we heard a desperate message from the Batista forces over a field radio 
that the rebels had seized from them in El Jigue: "The lieutenant colonel 
is wounded!" None other than Sanchez Mosquera had taken a bullet in 

his spine that would leave him an invalid for the rest of his miserable 
life. 


Those were the circumstances of my first encounter with Fidel in the 
Sierra Maestra. 


He told me a short while ago that the highway to La Plata now extends 
almost to the same spot where we had been during the battle that July 
afternoon. He remembered the spot, but I wouldn't recognize it, I 
must confess. 


BOHEMIA: Why do you wear a beard? 


CRR: I've had a beard since I was in the Sierra. On 1 January 1959, 

near the Escandel, I remember that Fidel met for the first time with 
Comrade Castineiras, who had been the commander of the navy and later 
died in an accident while assistant minister of industries. Castineiras 
was a midshipman, a lower officer in the navy under Batista. He conspired 
against Batista and arrived in the Sierra on an expedition at the end 

of December. 
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Fidel began discussing there whether the rebels should or should not 
shave before entering Havana, and it was decided that they wouldn't. 
Fidel was in favor of not shaving until a certain time had passed, 
and I so I kept my beard. The beard later became part of my life, 
and I must confess to you that I think it looks good; it's a symbol, 
a part of that period. 


BOHEMIA: You are a man of the 20th century, having been born in 1913. 
What do you regard as the most significant events of the century? 


CRR: The most important, naturally, was the October Revolution. It 

was the most important historic shock since 1789. People usually say 

that “it changed the course of history," but that is not correct, strictly 
speaking. Without being determinists, we can concur that the course 

of history towards socialism was inexorable. Only, Marx and Engels 

had predicted that it would take a different path and thought that 

it would emerge somewhat earlier, in a developed capitalist country 

like Germany. The merit of Lenin and the Bolsheviks was that they 

were able to take advantage of, as revolutionaries, all of the contingencies 
of a juncture and of a country so that history would change precisely 
there and then. This was the most important change in mankind's history. 


In second place as a historic-social event I would put the Chinese 
Revolution. Its importance is not diminished by Mao's mistakes after 
the victory. If MaoTse-Tung's successors do not change their policy 
and continue along the same path, the historic significance of the 
Chinese Revolution could, of course, be lost. We hope that the Chinese 
working class and the communist forces still remaining in the Chinese 
Communist Party will be able to fully regain the potential that still 
exists there so that it is not wasted. 


Tne number three historic-social event is unquestionably the Cuban 
Revolution. In spite of our country's small size and scant economic 
importance, no one questions its significance not only for Latin America 
but for all of the countries in that vast neocolonial world with remnants 
of colonialism that some call the Third World. 


Even though the First World War was doubtless less important than the 
second, I cannot fail to mention it as a very important event, because 
it was within its framework that the October Revolution, which we cited 
as the most important historic event of the century, took place. The 
Second World War and the decisive role of the Soviet Union in containing 
fascism, to which it dealt a death blow from which it will not easily 
recover, also marked the collapse of colonialism and a decisive shift 

in the world balance of power. 


Another event that I would mention as epoch-making is the war in which 


Vietnam defeated American imperialism. It demonstrated to nations 
that they could fight and win, even if the conditions are unequal. 
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The conquest of space begun by the Soviet Union, first with the Sputniks, 
then with Laika and later with Yuri Gagarin orbiting the earth, will 
always remain one of the outstanding developments of the century. 


I would mention Einstein's theory as an essential ingredient of our 
day and age. It has had enormous significance. 


Atomic fission and fusion and the discovery of radiation were also 

of decisive importance in our era. We discovered the enormous and 
seemingly infinite power of the atom, which although it led to sinister 
things like atomic and hydrogen bombs, has created energy prospects 
that, if properly mastered and utilized, could benefit mankind now 

and in the future. 


An essential component of progress in our time has been everything that 

we have learned about the cell and, in particular, about genes. Frederick 
Engels underscored back in his day the importance of the discoveries 

that had been made concerning the cell. The extreme scientific precision 
that has made it possible to break down genes, thus paving the way 

for genetic engineering, will obviously have astonishing consequences, 

some of which we have already seen. This could also give rise to dangerous 
Situations, but this depends above all on the course of mankind, of 

which we are confident. 


Last but not least, I would mention electronics. What has already 

been achieved is astonishing, and according to the experts, what remains 
to be achieved is even more astonishing. We are talking here about 

the control of space, using robots in production, medical diagnoses, 
saving human lives, the storing of knowledge and dozens of additional 
uses, including data processing, which is one of the most valuable 

tools of future civilization. 


You have emphasized my fondness for arts and letters, and perhaps you 
would like to ask whether I think some event in the sphere of culture 

is among the most important in our century. I am proud that for more 
than 40 years now I have been one of those Marxists who by carefully 
studying Marx and Engels more than anyone else, have contended that 

the superstructure is not just a mechanical likeness of the foundation. 
Nevertheless, I think that culture helps to shape man but does not 
change him. It influences but does not decide history. I regard as 
important the birth of cubism and James Joyce's introduction of the 
so-called stream of consciousness in narrative. I value highly the 
formal changes in music, from atonalism to concrete music, but I would 
not place them on the same high level as political, social and scientific 
changes in terms of their influence on history. 


As far as other fields, such as economics, are concerned, I think that 
Marx remains undiminished, if he is applied not just parroted. Keynes 
has lasted less than a half-century, and monetarism cannot withstand 
either analysis or practice. 
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BOHEMIA: Whom do you regard as the most important men of the 20th 
century? 


CRR: Naturally the ones associated with the great events and the great 
discoveries. I do not believe that manmakes history. We should not 
forget that even though "men" do make history, they can only do so 

(and this is the meaning of Marx's and Engels's theories) under conditions 
and circumstances that are alien to them, that guide and limit them. 

But there are individuals who influence the course of events and to 

some extent are instrumental in deciding them. Hence, I place Lenin 

in the top spot in our century; we can say of him that he was the leader 
of the October Revolution. We need add nothing else; that alone would 
give him the top spot. 


I will mention Mao and I hope that I am understood. Neither in theory 
nor in practice does he come remotely close to Lenin, but if the Chinese 
Revolution is salvaged, that is to say, if the mistakes that Mao made 
for many years, especially during the second half of his life, are 

fully rectified by his successors, he will no doubt go down in history. 
And I'll have you know that I am the only Cuban who was called upon 

to argue with Mao for more than 2 hours. Something could be written 
about this some day. 


And without fear of anyone calling me a jingoist or a fawner, I have 

to mention Fidel too. His place in this century is assured not only 

by the Cuban Revolution, the importance of which I have already talked 
about, but beyond that by his contributions to the revolutionary strategy 
and tactics of the struggle for liberation and by his image as a resolute, 
clear-thinking and unwavering spokesman of the countries in the so- 

called Third World. For similar reasons I place Ho Chi Minh among 

the greats of this century, and although I do not share Gandhi's ideas 

on “nonviolence,” he must be included among the great leaders of our 

time 


I have great respect and esteem for many other eminent figures in national 
liberation movements, but I sincerely believe that none of them will 
attain the place in history that Fidel, Ho Chi Minh and Gandhi have 
assured for themselves. 


The major figures of the Second World War, because of its intrinsic 
importance, will also go down in history. Stalin first of all. As 

a builder of socialism, he has been ascribed enormous failures, which 
prevent us from placing him alongside Lenin, as we almost did at one 
point. But to the extent that a man can symbolize the efforts of a 
people, a party and a politico-military leadership, Stalin did so during 
World War II, so much so that even his bitterest enemies had to admit 
aS « 


Likewise, our historic antipathy towards Churchill does not give us 
the right to exclude him from the group of men who headed up the war 
effort against Nazi-Fascism. Roosevelt, who had more appealing political 
and human traits, is one of them too, and De Gaulle will no doubt be 
included. 

117 











Tzialhovsky will always be remembered as a forerunner of the conquest 
of space and as the “father of cosmonautics." Sergey Koroliov will 
be remembered as bearing a weighty responsibility in the performance 
of this incredible feat, and Yuri Gagarin will be remembered always 
by mankind as the first man in space. 


In the realm of science there is, of course, Einstein, even if some 
day his theories on relativity are shown to be false. What the world 
has derived from them suffices to mention him. 


Rutherford and Pierre and Marie Curie unlocked the mystery of nuclear 


radiation for us, and we cannot forget Planck and his quantum theory 
either. 


Perhaps Fleming is entitled to be remembered too, even though his discovery 
was not the fruit of very lengthy research. 


I wouldn't be able to cite a given name for contributions to electronics. 
I'm not a specialist, and the progress in this field seems so rapid 
that one breakthrough is quickly outstripped by another. 


It is perhaps too early to mention which names will go down in history 
in the brand new and explosive field of microgenetics. Specialists 
have praise for the work of Watson and Creek on DNA, as well as for 
Verg. I wouldn't venture an opinion in this regard. 


I do not agree with Freud's theories, but the debate and research that 
they have prompted prevent us from excluding him. We should also mention 
Pavlov and his contributions in conditioned reflexes. 


Although I believe that the outstanding moments in literature and art 

in our century are not among the events that have been decisive in 

it, I do feel that the major figures of culture will go down in history 
alongside the top political leaders and the most eminent scientists. 
Therefore, I am certain that mankind will remember many men of culture, 
even though we do not care for either the content or the form of the 
work of many of them. I am thinking, for example, about Proust. James 
Joyce and Maxim Gorki are at opposite poles as agents of literary change 
who forged new paths, while Stravinski, Schonberg, Prokoviev and Shos- 
takovich will represent music, and they will no doubt not be the only 
ones. Thomas Mann and Faulkner will be mentioned. I dare not discuss 
poets, because my preferences are somewhat unorthodox, and, moreover, 
I've lost touch with world poetry in recent years. For that same reason 
my remarks about culture end at mid-century, because I haven't had 
contact with much of what has been written or painted during the past 

25 years. I already told you that I was very far from regarding myself 
as "up-to-date" in these things. 








BOHEMIA: If some historians feel that the 20th century began in 1914 
with World War I, would you feel that the 21st century began for Cuba 
in 1959? 
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CRR: Frankly, no. The fact that we arrived late in the 20th century does 
not entitle us to think that we are already in the 2lst. We still 

have a long way to go before we exhaust the possibilities that this 
century affords us. Under Fidel we have made the leap to socialism 

and have thus moved forward along the path of history, but we are still 
too backward in the realms of learning, science and technology. We 

must realize that if we want to enter the 21st century and be men of 

the 2Ist century, we must take advantage of the 17 years that remain in 
the 20th century so that we can fully live up to our era and, thus, 
prepare ourselves for the era of the future. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


REASONS FOR LACK OF QUALITY IN CONSUMER GOODS DISCUSSED 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish No 20, 20 May 83 pp 28-31 
[Article by Alberto Pozo] 


[Text] Have you ever purchased a product and found it to be defective? 
Naturally, this is a bother and an irritation and we even have the feeling we 
have been swindled. 


In reality, the situation is much more complex. It is worthwhile going into 
its ins and outs and tracing products from their origins to your hands. 


We will contemplate the long path followed by some of the products with the 
most direct relation to the personal buyer: shoes, perfume, stockings, face 
powders, furniture, radios, ready-made garments ... and in the end, we will 
be able to reach some conclusions. 


First a confession by the journalist. Our profession is like that of the 
fisherman. Every day we cast the net. Sometimes we do so because we must, 
although believing that the fish will not bite. And sometimes one is sur- 
prised by unexpected success. This is what has happened to us. We attended 
a meeting solely because of one of those commitments which human relations 
sometimes impose--and the catch was greater than we could handle. 


"We agree on its importance in the factory, but it is even more important in 
a retail unit, because quality control constitutes a guarantee that products 
will reach the people in optimal condition." 


These were the words with which the director of the Central Havana Industrial 
Products Retail Enterprise inaugurated its First Activists Meeting on Stan- 
dardization, Metrology and Quality Control. 


This was the first step being taken in the progression from the enterprise to 
the national level in the realm of standardization, metrology and quality 
control, in order to implement the resolution of the Sixth Plenum and thus to 
be able to report on the level of the execution of the Economic Management 
and Planning System (SDPE) in this branch. 


After the door had been opened by the director to the area enriched by the 
central report read by a specialist in the field, Miriam Torres Cespedes, 
there was an avalanche of opinions about the always current topic of the 
quality of the products sold to the people. 
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Shortcomings in Footwear 


"If I receive 2,000 pairs of shoes on Tuesday for sale on Thursday, I cannot 
carry out the strict inspection guaranteeing optimal quality control," Amador 
Diaz, manager of the El Mundo Leather Goods Shop, warned. "And this should 
be done because the shoes arrive in some cases with nails still protruding 
from the tips, with loose soles or with wrinkled linings." 


(The report said that the instructions issued by the Provincial Retail Trade 
Office on "Rules for Stocking Industrial Products" says that items received 
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays should be put on sale on Monday of the 
following week, and those received on Saturdays, Mondays and Tuesdays on 
Thursday of the same week. With regard to the nails, what is meant is that 
they are used temporarily to aid in the gluing of the shoe, but should later 
be removed at the factory, which is sometimes forgotten.) 


Let us return to the discussion. Mirta Medina, of the Picanes Leather Goods 
Store, said the following: "Some 24-peso sandals come incomplete, or with 
problems to be resolved. They make the leather straps for women's shoes very 
short and it is then a great deal of work to adapt them." 


"I insist on the matter of the nails," Rafael Cuenca, manager of the Astra 
Leather Goods Shop, reiterated. "Every day leather goods dealers from 10 or 
12 units come to see me to borrow pliers to extract nails. Another problem 
is shoes of mismatched sizes or two shoes for the same foot in the same box. 
The shipments arrive poorly packaged and so anything can be taken from them. 
This evidence of botchwork must stop!" 


Storage, Transportation, Handling--Something Is Happening! 


"The electronic equipment we sell is of good quality, but we are getting 
defective goods. Thus the reputation of the brand suffers unjustly. Some- 
thing is happening in the storage, transportation or handling process! I 
will cite one instance: the VEF radio. When we get them, the batteries are 
sulfated, and they must be changed, but this costs additional. Naturally, 
the client is disgusted." This statement was made by Mario Bode, a former 
worker at Nueva Hogar, a specialist proud to give customers a full demonstra- 
tion of the use and care of the equipment so necessary if it is to last, a 
step in sale which should be compulsory but is often forgotten. 


Leidis Manso, manager of Mueblicuba, also had something to say. "I can 
assure you that 90 percent of the furniture arrives with visible damage-- 
scratches in the paint or splintered wood. Naturally, the customer is not 
pleased. And another thing: I cannot understand why the enterprise buys 
furniture of low quality and ugly appearance which it. is known will not sell, 
for example iron bunkbeds and sets of white furniture." 


"Apparently the wholesalers are not storing imported perfumes properly. When 
they reach our units they have evaporated," said Cecilia Diaz, the manager of 
Indochina. 

















Juan Acanda, of the Norte Jewelry Shop, went into the clock problem in depth. 
"According to every indication, clock parts are rusting due to improper stor- 
age--moisture and dust. If this condition is not very obvious, we cannot 
detect it in checking the shops, because this would require a technical exam- 
ination for which we are not equipped. The clock is sold, and after a few 
months a problem develops. The result is that after sending it to a work- 
shop, it proves irreparable or the repair parts are unavailable. As one can 
well imagine, the customer evidences great displeasure, because he has paid a 
great deal. Then, damaged as it is, the item discredits the brand with the 
public. This is one of the reasons clocks are not selling as they should." 


Enrique Speck, of El Esmeril, described the problem with sprayers. ''Some 
customers bring back the hardened washers, but no repairs are possible be- 
cause the sprayers come aS a sealed unit. The problem with kitchen sinks is 
different: we get them with the enamel chipped off. They are tied together 
in groups of 10, and the friction damages them. And as to orange peelers, 
they come poorly adjusted: they peel only half the fruit!" 


Ready-Made Garments Untrimmed 


"When it comes to men's clothing," said Rosa Buxadera, manager of Le Grand 
Paris, "garments arrive with material remaining to be trimmed off and with 
the wrong tickets affixed. I have sent back two-color trousers and shirts 
of antiquated design." 


"There are cases, and trousers are an example, in which the producers do not 
cut the material straight but on the bias, such that it stretches upward but 
not to the sides," said Amalia Martinez of the La Jolla unit. 


"What has happened with variety in the color of ladies' stockings? Appar- 
ently, they no longer make dark ones, but there are customers who ask for 
them,'' said Concepcion Gutierrez of Florida. 


"Quality also depends on design," a storekeeper whose name we did not catch 
stated. "For this reason, inventories rise and products damaged by dust and 
moisture at the warehouses are thrown out. We should not buy products which 
will not sell from the wholesale enterprise!" 


"The same cloth comes in various qualities: first, second and third. Logic- 
ally, different prices have to be charged. But the fact is they are essen- 
tially the same cloth, and this confuses the customer. Another problem is 
stockings which come in two different cclors. In a word, they are very care- 
less at the factories," noted Jose Jorge of the Denver Stores. 


(In fact, he was referring to the classification of products by the factory 
as first, second or third quality, based on the number of defects noted in 
relation to the norm. First quality is perfect merchandise, second quality 
that with one defect, and third quality that with several. Naturally, the 
prices must vary based on category. However, since it is basically the same 
product, there is at first glance a confusion on seeing differing prices.) 
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"In textiles, some goods come with a mixture of qualities, as has already 
been said, but marked only with the first quality price. One example is 
ladies' underpants, and blouses are another. Better quality control must be 
demanded of the factories and the wholesale warehouses, both on the national 
and the provincial level. It has been said that the perfumes delivered have 
evaporated, and this is true. And there are many and varied other shortcom- 
ings. Much could be said about the state in which goods reach us. And who 
pays? The national economy! It is time now for those directly responsible 
to pay!" The words spoken by Comrade Berta Palacios, of Zone ll of the En- 
terprise, won hearty applause. This was a natural point for the conclusion 
of discussion on the report, which was unanimously approved. 


Quality Control in Retail Units 


Naturally, the report took up the situation with regard to every aspect of 
the standardization sector, with a view to the basic establishment of the 
system by the end of the 5-year period between 198] and 1985. In this 
article, however, we will not go into the standardization or metrological 
aspects (saying only in passing that the measurement facilities at the en- 
terprise to which this issue of BOHEMIA ECONOMICA refers have not yet been 
checked by the State Standardization Committee). Bearing in mind the proverb 
to the effect that "he who grasps all, loses all," we have limited ourselves 
to the topic of quality control. 


We will explain what quality control is and what the reality is in this res- 
pect at the units retailing industrial products, more popularly known as the 
stores. 


Before the new Economic Management and Planning System was established on the 
basis of the guidelines of the First Party Congress, there were the so-called 
quality commissions of a voluntary nature. With the SDPE, the enterprises 
were strengthened in various respects, one of them involving the establish- 
ment of a unit in charge of the subsystem called Standardization, Metrology 
and Quality Control. 


Let us not be overwhelmed by the long title. In practice, this means a spe- 
cialist on the enterprise level who relies on the work of the warehousemen 
for quality control. However, the nature of the work of these comrades leads 
them to give priority to primary reception, unit marking, complaints in cases 
where this is necessary, supplying the sales sector and checking inventory. 


Only marginally is there time left, on some occasions, to see to quality 
sampling, that is to say, checking of the characteristics of the products. 


Therefore, there is a good margin of probability that the last check the pro- 
duct should pass to guarantee that it reaches the purchaser in optimal condi- 
tion will not be strictly applied. The eye closest to the buyer which should 
check quality and is the last barrier against poorly produced goods is depen- 
dent on circumstance, and there is therefore no full guarantee that this eye 
is wide open. 
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Other Dangers Threatening the Consumer 


The guidelines of the above-mentioned quality inspection dictate that if 
inadequate products exceed a certain percentage, the complete lot must be 
returned. Now then, if this is done, it works against the need of the enter- 
prise to fulfill its technical-economic plan, because it reduces its sales 
potential. There is a contradiction here, requiring ensuring quality, on the 
one hand, and continuing to sell so that the plan will not be affected, on 
the other. 


The solution found within the enterprise for those cases in which a high per- 
centage of defective goods is found calls for checking each and every item in 
the lot, so as to separate out the defective goods, rather than returning the 
whole of the lot to the provincial wholesale enterprise. 


Then there are cases in which the poor quality of the product as such leads 
to a decision to return rather than sell it, although the technical-economic 
plan is threatened, in defense of the final consumer, which is the people. 


And this can lead to an ironic situation. The shortage of certain articles 
and the consumers’ extreme need of them create an anxiety to buy. In a typi- 
cal case the small supply and excessive demand forces the buyer to say "some- 
thing is better than nothing," although some time later there are complaints 
up and down the street. We could mention the specific example of a type of 
furniture which, because of its intrinsic poor quality, was returned. A few 
days later, an enterprise with less strict quality control sold all of these 
items, "gloriously" fulfilling its plan. Now the worst which can happen to 
it is to hear the complaints of the customers. 


Let us recall here another part of the introductory speech by the enterprise 
director, Zafiro Castillo: "Quality control in the retail enterprise becomes 
indispensable in order to prevent the people from having to pay more for what 
costs less." 


Respect for the People Begins in the Factory 


Simply by noting the statements set forth here, one can readily reach the 
conclusion that it is necessary to strengthen the exigency of quality control 
in the factories, national wholesale enterprises (which buy from the factor- 
ies), and the provincial wholesale enterprises (which buy from the national 
enterprises and sell to the retail enterprises). 


The factories should pursue preventive control, that is control during the 
phases of the process. This would prevent the difficulty from being dis- 
covered at the end, when the finished product is already being delivered. 

The national wholesaler has the responsibility to refrain from misrepre- 
senting goods sold. And on the provincial level, that which is not what it 
should be should not be accepted. These are the various steps which consti- 
tute the lines for the defense of the purchaser, consumer or user. The last 
redoubt, where the famous "they shall not pass" should be inscribed, is qual- 
ity control by the retail enterprises, with the sales units as its bastions. 
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We should make it clear that with the establishment of the new Economic Man- 
agement and Planning System, all of these steps will be taken on a contract 
basis. Each such document should set forth the quality specifications for 
the products. Thus there is legal support making it possible to have re- 
course to arbitration and to determine who is responsible for poor quality or 
nonfulfillment, and make him pay for it. This is the reason for the great 
importance of that tool of efficiency, state arbitration, although we should 
note that adequate use is still not being made of it, particularly by the 
retail enterprises. They are still burdened by the complex dependence on the 
higher level (in this case the provincial sector, with its wholesaler), and 
have neither abandoned the mentality of absolute subordination nor taken up 
the rights to which they are entitled to defend their legitimate interests. 


Let us return to the discussion. Gilberto Jimenez of the Cadavid Unit and 
other comrades urge that the quality specifications for products be made 
known. A document setting these forth should be issued by the producing 
enterprise and delivered to its buyer, the national wholesaler. But the 
regulations prevent reproduction. This creates 4 situation wherein neither 
the provincial wholesaler nor the retail enterprises have this information. 


Those officiating at this gathering responded that it was indeed possible to 
draft a synthesis of these specifications, that this had been done and the 
summaries received were being mimeographed, although there were not as yet 
more than 50. Work will continue to be done so that each unit will have the 
specifications for each product. This is vital if quality control in the 
retail unit, the watchful eye closest to the consumer, is to be made increas- 
ingly rigorous. 


Storage, Transportation, Handling--Forgotten Factors 


It has long been known that some products leave the factories with an unac- 
ceptable defect because the technological norms have not been observed. Some 
cases of this sort came up in the discussion. By way of example we might 
add, relying on the judgments issued by provincial plenary sessions and on 
the national level concerning quality in services, that in some cases there 
has been serious negligence in the assembly of electronic equipment such as 
radio and television sets. Naturally, what leaves the factory in such cases 
is the responsibility of its quality control section, and reflects the lack 
of general exigency. 


But if goods get past this line of consumer defense, they should be stopped 
by the quality control agents of the national or provincial wholesalers. 
When they get past this hurdle too, the cause is the same--lack of exigency. 


The product may also pass all quality control checks before shipment but sub- 
sequently deteriorate in the long process of activities supplementary to 
production--storage, transportation or handling. In such a case, as before, 
if goods get past the lines of defense which should stop them if they are 
defective, the cause is the same--lack of exigency. 
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The Final Dangers 


It may happen that a defective product also gets past the retail unit quality 
control defense line. When this happens, despite its limited facilities, it 
too has not been exigent enough. 


But let us presume that a defect is detected at the last stage. The discus- 
sion shows that this occurs in a high percentage of cases. The initial step 
is to make a claim to the wholesaler. 


Everything may go smoothly. Or a struggle may develop to reject the returned 
goods because the losses will be charged to that level. Now let us discuss a 
hypothetical case, by way of illustration, in the hope that it will never 
occur. It will be claimed that because of the difficult economic situation 
we are experiencing, this product should be sold at all cost because other- 
wise the country would suffer from this loss of value. This argument is a 
sentimental dramatization designed to mollify the unthinking. The real goal 
is to conceal negligence and the lack of exigency which lie behind defective 
products. 


Because a product of low quality, or what comes to the same thing, incapable 
of meeting the need, does not contribute one iota to resolving the buyer's 
problem. In addition, selling something without useful value is a swindle. 
And even when operations which are not decisive to the advance of the country 
are involved, they create a negative state of mind, work against morale in 
socialist trade and violate a fundamental law of socialism, which calls for 
"satisfying the growing needs of the people." 


Viewed from another angle, tolerating lack of exigency where it exists means 
contributing to the relaxation of labor discipline, and through this breach, 
if it is pursued in the long run, and sometimes even in the medium range, 
damage is done to national production, because not only is the small quan- 
tity invested in the product which proves inadequate lost, but also the whole 
of the national economy will be affected. 


We should be very clear that the wise thing in this situation is to choose 
the lesser of two evils. And the lesser evil is to refrain from selling a 
defective product. It is better to forestall such situations. let us not 
close the eye alert for quality closest to the consumer! This eye must be 
wide open. 


We must always remember the statement by Che Guevara: "Quality represents 
respect for the people." 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


WORK OF PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT LOCAL ORGANS IMPROVING 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish No 20, 20 May 83 pp 48-49 


[Interview with Elia Garcia Patino, head of the local organs department of 
the National People's Government Assembly, by Susana Tesoro, date and place 
not given] 


[Text] The process of holding meetings at which the representatives render 
reports to their electors throughout the country has been completed, and the 
outcome this time has exceeded preceding performance in quality, in prepara- 
tions and in attendance. Why is this? This was the question which led us to 
Elia Garcia Patino, head of the local organs department of the National 
People's Government Assembly. 


"It is true that there has been an increase in attendance. The national 
average was 86.2 percent, a figure never before achieved, and one can make a 
positive assessment of the process on the basis of the fact that this time, 
the national assembly resolutions calling for only two meetings per year, 
held simultaneously throughout the country, were put into practice," Elia 
Garcia Patino explained. 


"You ask me why the results have improved, and I believe that there has been 
a greater effort on the part of all of us. A national propaganda plan was 
drafted, the preparation of the delegates was better, the reports to be sub- 
mitted were perfected, and, as a special factor, greater concern was devoted 
to consideration of citizens' suggestions and providing convincing logical 
answers, such as to satisfy those with a problem or offering a suggestion. 
In addition, there was more participation by the cadres.” 


[Question] In what sense? 

[Answer] The cadres of the administrative departments and the executive 
committees of the people's government at the base attended many district 
meetings. 


[Question] For what purpose? 


[Answer] In this way they learned directly about the true problems of the 
citizenry, because what you see is not the same as what you are told. 


[Question] Can you say then that this has been a successful process? 
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[Answer] I would not like to describe it thus, because I do not want to say 
there were no shortcomings. We still have problems which include assemblies 
suspended for lack of adequate preparation, some representatives who are not 
properly informed and do not have all the necessary information to respond to 
the concerns of their electors, and districts in which easily resolved prob- 
lems are not provided with the solutions with the required speed. There are 
administrative departments which are still giving answers lacking in quality, 
clarity and convincing reasons. 


[Question] Have the issues developed uniformly throughout the country? In 
other words, do the same problems recur? 


[Answer] Logically, this depends on the province, but the problem of roads 
for example is the one most common throughout the country. The repair, main- 
tenance and construction of roads, highways and communications routes is one 
of the main issues raised. Along with tiis problem there are those pertain- 
ing to water supply, services and lack or concern for the public, errors in 
the distribution of products, whether they be commercial items or foodstuffs, 
improper functioning of trade and service centers, a shortage of materials 
for construction and repair of homes. On another level, there is the need 
for new electrical services, and in transportation, the extension of routes 
and the number of trips, as well as others. 


Logically, the problems which recur are those to which there is no solution. 
They inevitably reappear year after year and the voters affected are quite 
right in raising them again, because although they are not resolved, they 
remain latent issues for which we must think of a solution. 


[Question] What are the future prospects for these serious problems which 
recur every year? 


[Answer] You see, there are issues for which there is no solution either 
provincially or nationally, and we are engaging in the work of analyzing each 
case in order to check on these issues from the municipal to the national 
level and, on the basis of the real potential of the country, to keep track 
of them so that they will be taken into account when the time comes to draft 
the annual plans for the economy on the base level. We must perfect this 
activity still more, and we must sensitize the representatives of the local 
organs to this so that the opinions of the people will really be taken into 
account in the discussion of social problems. 


[Question] On the basis of the new regulations for the local assemblies, 
should these also be held simultaneously when they are scheduled? 


[Answer] The first period of municipal assembly sessions will be in May 
throughout the country, and the provincial sessions will be held in June. 
This time, in addition to the discussion of the internal program, analyses of 
health activities in connection with the report the minister in the branch 
will make to the National Assembly in July are to be included. 
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Between the end of July and the beginning of August, special assemblies will 
be held to discuss the plan and the budget for 1984, which will be nationally 
discussed in December. 


This is being done so that the local organs will have an opportunity to dis- 
cuss and draft the local plans so that when the time comes to discuss it on 
the highest government level, the deputies will be better informed. 


[Question] How is the plan for control and aid to the provinces developing? 


[Answer] We have already concluded control and aid to Villa Clara, and on 13 
June we will present our conclusions with a body of recommendations, as is 
usual. We are now preparing this process for Las Tunas, scheduled for 4-19 
July, while this will be undertaken in Granma and Ciego de Avila toward the 
end of the year. 


[Question] The recommendations derived from control and aid in some prov- 
inces have already been checked. What are the results? 


[Answer] We recently checked Santiago de Guba, and we are working on the 
recommendations we made for Cienfuegos. Generally speaking, we believe that 
the provinces are devoting great concern to our suggestions and are working 
to provide flexible and proper responses. 


[Question] As is known, following the control and aid visit, the province in 
question drafts a plan including measures designed to eliminate the short- 
comings noted, and to date, the results are good. 


I think that both control and aid and checking 6 months later enable us to 
make an overall assessment of the work in the provinces, since we check on 
the organic operational activities with the cooperation of the ministries and 
other national bodies, and we review sectors of the economy, including serv- 
ices. The MINFAR [Ministry of the Revolutionary Armed Forces], for its part, 
also reviews the tasks of the local organs as a function of national defense. 





About control and aid, we can say that it is one of the most positive things 
done to date, because it links us with the base level and enables us to learn 
of the valuable experience acquired anywhere in the country and thus to con- 
tribute to spreading it throughout the rest of the nation. In addition it 
allows us to exchange views with the people's government cadres in order to 
work toward the improvement of our activities. We are attempting thereby to 
implement one of the resolutions of the Second Party Congress, setting forth 
the need to perfect the work of the organs of people's government. 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


DETAILS BEHIND FORMATION OF NEW POLITICAL PARTY 
Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 4 Jun 83 p l 


[Text] With General Elections due two yers hence, a new political party has 
been added to the growing list. The Dominica Progressive Force (DPF) was 
formed last Sunday (June 5) at a meeting at the Canefield home of Mr. Lenard 
"Pappy" Baptiste, 44, a one-time candidate for the leadership of the combined 
labour parties. 


"Pappy" is to chair a 10-man Steering Committee until an Executive is elected 
at a Party Convention to be held later. Other member of Steering Committee: 


Ovel Williams - Vice President 
S. Cuffy - Secretary 

H. Robin - Asst. Secretary 

R. Auguiste - Treasurer 


M. Cuffy - Asst. Treasurer and M. Daniels, P. Langlais, E. Lawrence with W. 
Gifford as Public Relations Officers. 


In an interview with the NEW CHRONICLE, "Pappy says the main objective of the 
DPF are: to work towards the ultimate development of Dominica; foster and 
promote economic growth, love and harmony among our people. 


"Pappy" said he left Dominica in 1959 for Antigua then to St. Croix where he 
operated as a taxi driver, rented trucks for Hess and opened a vegetable 
market in which he sold Dominican produce. A plane he hired for supplying his 
vegetable market in St. Croix took goods back to Dominica for a store in 
Castle Bruce, his native village. This two way trade came to an abrupt end 
with Hurrican David. "Pappy" added that his determination to help Dominican 
farmers took him to Germany, England and Denmark where he eventually bought a 
boat to carry more than the 13,000 pounds of produce the hired plane could 
carry. 


"Pappy" thinks the Government could help alleviate the the problem of 
marketing by using Dominican owned boats equipped with refridgeration to 
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transport farmers’ produce to the region especially Trinidad and Barbados. 
Government, he said, should assist boat owners to secure loans of approx. 
US$20,000 each to buy and install these freezers. He feels there is no need 
for Government to buy a plane, as was suggested by the Prime Minister 
recently. 


What motivated "Pappy" to go into politics? He says he is aware of the needs 
of the people since he came from a poor family himself. "Politicans are so 
involved in the struggle for power that they neglect the basic needs of not 
only their supporters but that of other Dominicans", he said. 


"Pappy" said he'd like Government to look into the issues of market vendors, 
who should not be made to pay rent for the ground space they occupy in ad- 
verse condition. Also, Government should look into taxation paid by hucksters 
since they are doing Government a favour by identifying the markets then- 
selves. On the question of taxation on food sent to Dominicans by overseas 
relatives, "Pappy" thinks duty should not be charged if the recipients can 
prove the foodstuffs will not be sold. Government should have mercy on the 
poor people of the country, he added. 


If he becomes Prime Minister, "Pappy" says, a review of the income tax laws 
would be among the first thing he'd do. Income Tax, he says, is not the 
answer for there are other ways for increasing government's revenue. 
Commenting on the Prime Minister's recent statement on the reduction in the 


cost of living, "Pappy" Baptiste said the PM had seen a vision that would only 
become a reality with him as Prime Minister. 


CSO: 3298/710 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


AGREEMENT WITH CANADIAN COMPANY--Roseau, Dominica, June 24, CANA--The 
Dominica Government has signed an agreement with a Canadian-based company 
"Novaport Limited" for technical assistance to the development of the 

Port Authority here. The 12-month contract will be funded jointly by the 
Barbados-based Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) and Dominica, a government 
statement said. The amount of money involved was not given, Communications 
and Works Minister Henry Dyer said. The port faces massive debt servicing 
problems on CDB loans granted for its construction in 1972 and more recently 
to repair hurricane damage, but is still aiming for financial self-suffi- 


ciency in the future. [Excerpt] [FL241550 Bridgetown CANA in English 0937 
GMT 24 Jun 83 FL] 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


STRENGTH OF SEVERAL POLITICAL PARTY CANDIDATES ANALYZED 


Guayaquil VISTAZO in Spanish 6 May 83 p 8 


[Text] It seemed that the Nationalist Revolutionary Party, that is to say, 

Dr Carlos Julio Arosomena Monroy, was going to be a member of the staff of the 
Febres Cordero candidacy according to the thesis of National Recovery which 
opens its doors to all citizens, regardless of ideology. This was repeatedly 
implied by the alignment of Dr Arosomena in the House during the great days of 
the spirited Social-Christian representative, Leédn Febres Cordero. 


But there was something which caused a rift between them. The former presi- 
dent is forceful and demanding. Persistent rumors have circulated of con- 
fronting with Leén Febres Cordero, which were confined to their social sphere, 
but which have apparently had political repercussions. 


That is why one could not fail to be surprised by the announcement of the 
union of the PNR with a dissident CFP [Concentration of Popular Forces] group 
formed after the death of Mr Buca, the MIN, or Movement of National Integra- 
tion, whose leader is an unimpeachable but unskilled political figure, Engi- 
neer Rodolfo Baquerizo Nazur. His performance as president of the House of 
Representatives has been characterized by hesitations almost entirely favor- 


able to the government, which found in Engineer Baquerizo a last resort at 
its most critical moments. 


What does the PNR represent in terms of votes right now? To judge by the 
votes secured in the most recent elections, very little. What does the MIN 
represent? No one knows. In any case, it probably represents a reduced 
fraction of the large vote that CFP secured in 1979, cast grudgingly among 
the survivors of Mr Buca; the nehpew Abdala, the CFP adherents who joined the 
government directly; those who joined indirectly under the heading of "Depu- 
ties Behind Roldés," and who only represent votes in the House; those who 
took shelter under the wing of Francisco Huerta, etc. 


In a similar position there are other candidates who although they have not 
launched their candidacy yet, are sure bets, such as Popular Democracy can- 


didate Dr Julio César Trujillo, and Democratic Party Dr Francisco Huerta 
Montalvo. 
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Dr Trujillo is unquestionably the most significant figure of the Popular De- 
mocracy. But that party bears the stigma of being the government party, and 
the government party is burdened by popular discontent. 


Whether or not it is fair, the people, the common voter wants changes in the 
"Force for Change." It has a single yardstick by which it measures the good 
or bad ruler: the cost of living. And under this government, that cost has 
risen more than under any other in the history of the country. 


Under these conditions the vote for the DP will be very meager, even with the 
inclusion of FODERUMA [Marginal Rural Development Fund], PREDESUR and the sys- 
tem for Popular Promotion. 


Dr Francisco Huerta has expended his charisma, his admirable way of analyzing 
political problems and of facing up to newsmen's most aggressive questions; 
(....) the collaboration which left him with the stigma of devaluation was un- 
productive, since it was the minister of finance who said that if the first 
devaluation were implemented, whoever endorsed it would be sent packing, and 
as the people believe, so would the one who planned it. 


The people want change in the "Force for Change" and the PD is the traveling 
companion of the "Force for Change." 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


FRA SELECTS PARTY'S PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
Zavala's Candidacy Rejected 


Guayaquil VISTAZO in Spanish 6 May 83 p 6 


[Text] With the issuance of the Law of Overland Traffic--which has been the 
only law to attempt to establish norms for one of the country's most disturb- 
ing problems--the organizations of transport workers and drivers have de- 
clared their spokesman, Deputy Marco Proafio Maya, unresponsive to the "class 
at the wheel." At the same time, they swore to have the law revoked, for 
which they turned to their legal advisor in Quito, Dr Walter Guerrero, pro- 
vincial director of the FRA [Alfarist Radical Front] in Pichincha, and sought 
the sponsorship of Dr Jorge Zavala Baquerizo. 


Both overturned the Law; but Dr Zavala did not want monetary payments, but 
sought the votes of the drivers and the backing of the managers of road trans- 
portation companies for his candidacy to the presidency, on which he was 
patiently working. 


Furthermore, Dr Jorge Zavala had previous excellent connections within the 
FRA, for he had been the attorney who conducted the trial against those re- 
sponsible for the murder of Abdén Calderon, immediately after which he handed 
the task to Dr Gil Barragan Romero for him to continue the proceedings in 
Quito. By his actions, he secured enough votes to be deputy for Pichincha 
under the auspices of the CID [Democratic Institutionalist Coalition]. Dr 
Barragan in turn handed the still unfinished task at that famous trial over 
to FRA leader Dr Walter Guerrero, who successfully carried out the trial 
which led to the conviction of General Jarrin Cahuefias, Salazar, Méndez and 
the whole gang that perpetrated the crime against the founder of the FRA. 


With the backing of the drivers and transport workers and the near certainty 
of an alliance with the FRA, the PL [Liberal Party] launched dangerously 
early the candidacy of Zavala, because as "voting time" approaches, internal 
and external pressures increase, all the more in a party like the FRA which 
is still under the influence of victory at the polls and when a sizable ex- 
ecutive sector refuses to share chances. 


In the end, the FRA denied its support to Dr Zavala, without which the main 
provision for the premature launching was not observed. 
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The candidacy of Zavaia no longer made sense, and this was obvious to the 
liberals, who in the famous meeting of 23 April (saint's day of the candidate) 
divested him of the candidacy. 


In short, it was the FRA that vetoed the candidate. The Liberal Party secured, 
on the other hand, the coveted freedom to maneuver which had come to be its 
greatest aspiration, while Dr Zavala spared no effort to consolidate his nomi- 
nation, even turning to a suburban leader, Mr Jaime Toral Zalamea, so that he 
could increase his following at the demonstration at the Five Corners (las 
Cinco Esquinas) held just days before the 23 April meeting. But that backing 
was self-defeating, for the demonstrators who were brought for this specific 
purpose cheered Toral more than Zavala. 


Of course, the elimination unleashed a verbal storm which the eliminated can- 
didate himself began when he protested: "The oligarchy eliminated me; I could 
not be its plaything and this is why it decided to remove me." The top ranking 
Liberal director, accused of the kind of unpredictability characteristic of the 
Febres Cordero faction, had to make use of all his dialectical skill to defend 
himself against accusations which arose both from within his own party as well 
as from outside by those who made electoral calculations based on the survival 
of Zavala's candidacy. 


New Candidate 
Guayaquil VISTAZO in Spanish May 83 p 7 


[Text] The FRA has stopped speculating and has decided on the “own candidate" 
formula. When it stopped blowing hot and cold, among all the candidates it 
chose the best: Hugo Ordonez Espinosa. His name was launched before the can- 
didate officially accepted his nomination. 


Hugo Ordofiez Espinosa advocates the same policy of moral recovery of the coun- 
try proclaimed by Leén Febres Cordero, which is the trend that is growing in- 
creasingly stronger every day. He has been unyielding in the audit of govern- 
ment funds. He has fought tenaciously against every irregularity, whether in 
the police, in the Municipality of Guayaquil or that of Quito, or in the areas 
of unfulfilled contracts and imports or exports. Wherever he found an illegal- 
ity, the hand of the comptroller fell inexorably. 


He really earned the trust and even admiration of the Ecuadorean people. He 
is a splendid candidate who could break the spell which is said to weigh on 
the candidates from Cuenca who seek the presidency of the republic. 


But what is the FRA‘s strength right now, from an electoral standpoint? It is 
undoubtedly an unknown quantity, and for this reason, when it settled on its 
own candidate, it accepted the challenge of proving itself at the polls. 


It won an overwhelming victory in the most recent sectional elections of 1981: 


it unexpectedly changed into the main electoral force. But then, the circum- 
stances were very different. 
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In the first place, it was a matter of sectional elections, that is, elections 
in which there is not a deep commitment either by the parties or by the voters. 
The offices are less desirable than in the major elections. In the second 
place, the trial for the murder of the founder of the party was stalled due to 
a thousand delaying tactics readily accepted by the courts, and for that reason, 
the crime was unpunished and the Ecuadorean people cried out for justice, all 
the more so since President Roldés, when he was still a candidate, had promised 
there would not be "Pardon or oblivion." 


Now the crime has been punished and a general of the republic is in prison. 
In the third place, this time Guayquil, which is the electoral base of the 
country, will not provide the backdrop for the "battle of the cousins," in 
the face of which the people in the past elections opted for the FRA. 


Has the performance of the councilmen and councilors of the FRA then elected 
been up the expectations which befit the "treasurers of the people," which is 
the slogan of the party of the murdered founder? It is very debatable. 


Reality is different for candidates who make denunciations than for officials 
in power. , 


There is another query. Can the figure of Hugo Ordofilez Espinosa replace that 
of Cecilia [Calderén] as an electoral option? Cecilia cannot be a candidate 

to the presidency because she is too young; she will be a candidate for repre- 
sentative or for mayor, and this makes many voters lose their enthusiasm. At 
any rate, the option they will present to the country with Hugo Ordonez is 
momentous. The 1984 election results will tell us whether or not all the water 
that has gone under the bridge since the previous victory up to then, has 
affected the strength of the FRA at the polls. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


PRESUMED GUERRILLA CENTER DISCOVERED--Reports from Quevedo claim that 
Ecuadorean Army Special Forces under Colonel Marco Poveda have discovered 

a presumed guerrilla center in that city. Several people were arrested and 
a considerable amount of weapons, uniforms, radio equipment, and all thar 
is needed to carry on a military campaign in the mountains was seized. 
[Text] [PA222231 Quito Voz de los Andes in Spanish 1130 GMT 22 Jun 83] 


MINISTER COMMENTS ON UNCTAD--Industry, Commerce, and Integration Minister 
Jose Augusto Bermeo has informed the news media about the results of the 
sixth UNCTAD meeting: [Begin recording] We, as a country that is seriously 
affected by the economic crisis, must always remember that its solution will 
not come from abroad. It will not come as a result of a recovery by the 
industrialized countries, especially the United States, for even the chances 
of this recovery are being questioned in international forums. [end 
recording] [Excerpt] [PA231440 Quito Voz de los Andes in Spanish 1130 

GMT 23 Jun 83] 


CSO: 3348/501 


138 











COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


DEFENSE MINISTER REITERATES ARMED FORCES‘ APOLITICAL ROLE 
San Salvador DIARIO LATINO in Spanish 7 Jun 83 pp 3, 14 


[Text] The minister of defense and public security, Gen Carlos Eugenio 
Vides Casanova, reiterated before the national and international press the 
apolitical nature of the armed forces during the introduction of the 
recently named director of the Armed Forces" Press Committee, Lt Col 
Ricardo A. Cienfuegos. 


According to General Vides Casanova, this apolitical stance is necessarily 
basic for the maintenance of unity within the armed forces, for which each 
soldier today has been urged, especially the officer, to dedicate himself 
wholly towards raising the morale of those under him. 


He admitted that for that reason, following tradition since 15 October 
within the bosom of the armed forces, there will be nn party politics, 
nor will any kind of political participation be permitted. 


On introducing the new director of the COPREFA [Press Committee of the 
Armed Forces], the minister of defense stated that there will now be greater 
participation of this committee with the communications media. 


He remarked that they will try to amend the errors made in recent years 
since this information center for the armed forces was set up. 


Referring to the way in which the Press Committee of the Armed Forces will 
conduct its business, he said: "We are going to be more accessible now 
and we will give out information dealing with reality and we will make 
sacrifices." 


It is understandable, he said, that you members of the press have to base 
yourselves on the information that Radio "Venceremos" ["We shall overcome"] 
puts out but today the Press Committee of the Armed Forces will be open 
for all. 


On his own behalf, Lt Col Ricardo Aristides Cienfuegos thanked the national 
and international press members and stated that the suggestions that are 
made for improving the committee will be accepted. 


Among other things, he assured that he, as senior representative of the armed 
forces in COPREFA, will be available at all hours to me_t with any of the 


members of the press who considers it necessary. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


HONEY EXPORTS--Dr Jorge Ernesto Recinos, under secretary of foreign trade, 
says 468 metric tons of honey were loaded for Europe headed, principally, 

to Spain ana to Germany. The official said that the Salvadoran product will 
be redistributed from Spain and Germany to other European countries that 
have shown an interest in bee honey, considered as an article of undisputable 
quality in the Old World. He added that this export is a joint and duly 
coordinated effort by that branch of the government and private enterprise. 
He did not reveal the amount in dollars that the sale of honey would bring 
in foreign exchange, but he said it would be equivalent to 1.5 million 
colons. As for the areas where the honey is gathered, he emphasized that 

it comes from far and wide throughout the nation. In conclusion he said 
that the minister of foreign trade gave his express recognition to the 
private sector and to the exporters for the effective measure taken in this 
important field, considered to be of vital importance to the national 
economy, encouraging entrepreneurs and government institutions to redouble 
their efforts in order to gain new sales overseas and to work together in 
the economic development of El Salvador. [Text] [San Salvador LA PRENSA 
GRAFICA in Spanish 10 Jun 83 pp 3, 52] 9908 


BCR GETS NATIONALIZATION MONEY--Yesterday the government gave 230 million 
colons to the Central Reserve Bank [BCR] of which 54 million colons will 

be used to redeem the bank's nationalization bonds and pay the interest up 
to 15 March 1983. The minister of finance, Nicolas Rigoberto Monge Lopez, 
who stated this yesterday, signed the agreement by which the state, 
represented by Interior, would deliver to BCR some 230 million colons which 
have a value near to the deposits in the financial, savings and loan system. 
The minister of economy, Dr Jose Manuel Pacas Castro; the BCR president, 
Alberto Benitez Bonilla; under secretaries of finance, Dr Julio Cesar Acosta 
Baires and Julio Eduardo Melendez Flores also signed the agreement. On the 
other hand, Monge Lopez explained this will amortize the nationalization 
bonds of the bank and, moreover, interest on those bonds will be paid up 

to 15 March of the current year. Benitez Bonilla added that the transfer 
to BCR of 100 percent of the stock will permit up to 29 percent to be sold 
to the private sector; up to 20 percent of it to bank employees; at present 
there are purchase requests for such stock as is in process. He pointed out 
that some employees have also asked to purchase stock. All the aforegoing 
is contained in the Law on Nationalization of Credit Institutions and 
Savings and Loan Associations, and the sale price for such stock will be 
determined by the Monetary Board and will be made known officially to the 
public, they said in conclusion. [Text] [San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA 

in Spanish 11 Jun 83 p 5, 50] 9908 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


FURNITURE FROM CUBA--THE Revolutionary Government and people of Cuba have 
donated $750,000 worth of school furniture to Grenada. The gift, 6,680 units 
of furniture, includes 1,500 infant tables and chairs, 3,000 junior tables and 
chairs, 1,980 senior tables and chairs and 200 cupboards, arrived recently 
aboard the Cuban boat "Capitan San Luis". Two Cuban technicians will super- 
vise assembly of the furniture. Minister of Education Jacqueline Creft, in a 
statement, expressed deep appreciation of the PRG and people of Grenada for 
the fraternal gesture by the Government and people of Cuba. "The furniture 
given by the Cuban Revolution will indeed make a fundamental difference in the 
quality of the learning environment in our schools," she said, adding that 
"hundreds of our children, formerly without desks and chairs, will now be com- 
fortably seated and therefore better able to work and study harder. The im- 
mediate response to our appeal for assistance in this area is one more indica- 
tion of the fraternal and revolutionary solidarity between our two peoples," 
she said. Min. Creft disclosed that some of the furniture will also be made 
available to the Centre for Popular Education (CPE) to solve accomodation 
problems in its adult education programme. She appealed to the general pub- 
lic, who use the schools and to the pupils and teachers to care and preserve 
this furniture which represents "an indispensable part of the educational in- 
frastructure of our country.” [St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 11 Jun 
83 p 8} 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUADELOUPE 


GUADEXPORT PRESIDENT DEFINES ORGANIZATION'S GOALS 
Pointe-a-Pitre FRANCE-ANTILLES in French 7 Jun 83 pp 1, 3 


[interview with Claude Pedurand, president of GUADEXPORT 
by Andre-Jean Vidal; location and time of interview are not 
specified] 


[Text] GUAVEXPORT is an association of 22 members, formed under the 1901 law 
and created for the purpose of promoting potential exportation from Guadeloupe 
by seeking to coordinate prosvecting in foreign markets as well as economic co- 
operation with local businesses. 


GUADEXPORT is a group of professionals in exporting and foreign contact. Was 
it not the region's prefect who in 1981 pointed out that "exportation is, above 
all, a business of professionals who could succeed, if motivated, in surmount- 
ing the present difficulties and controlling transfers." 


When the Pointe-a-Pitre Chamber of Commerce and Industry thought of establish- 
ing GUAVEXPORT, with the help of exporters and foreign market specialists, a 
SOFREDEX study had just been completed that identified 

number of objectives to be defined as quickly as possible in order to gain con- 
trol over a developing situation: to prospect for French or European products 
suitable for assembling or warehousing in the French Antilles en route to the 
neighboring islands; to compare local possibilities with those that lure so 
many French investors when they seek to establish themselves in countries with 
low-cost manpower, etc. 


Some of the study's results were not very encouraging, revealing as they did 
that France was exporting less in this area than in any other, despite the 
broad range of the market. 


Since its creation GUADEXPORT has striven to make up for lost time by devoting 
itself to increasing foreign contacts without setting aside the special char- 
acteristics of tne French Caribbean islands, reaffirming each time that it was 
necessary tor tnose departments to be, first and foremost, French, Antillean 
and Caribbean. 


This was the message that the president of the association, Claude Pedurand, 
wished to give to the readers of FRANCE-ANTILLES; he was eager to answer our 
questions, a few days after the general meeting of GUADEXPORT at the headquar- 
ters of the Pointe-a-Pitre Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 
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GUADEXPORT: on the Initiative of the CCI [Chamber of Comnerce and Industry] 
and the Association of PMI [Small and Medium-Sized Industries] 


Mr Pedurand: GUAVEXPORT was created on the initiative of the Pointe-a-Pitre 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and also on the initiative of the Association 
of Small and Medium-Sized Industries, Guadeloupe's industrialists having real- 
ized that it was necessary for them to establish themselves in foreign markets, 
to form an association that could enable them share difficulties and problems 
and study tne restraints on exporting, so that they might contribute effective 
and practical answers. Since it was created, therefore, the association has 
conducted a number of actions concerned with information, to provide the Asso- 
ciation members with a number of elements they need for a better understanding 
of the problems stemming from exportation techniques, and a better knowledge of 
the foreign markets. 


FRANCE-ANTILLES: What actions have been conducted thus far? 


Mr Pedurand: Whenever necessary, the Association has made every effort to re- 
spond to the questions raised by its members. The Association has also acted 
in promoting products by organizing exhibitions and participating in them at a 
number of fairs. It also arranged study trips abroad, in the Caribbean in par- 
ticular, and it had an opportunity to bring to Guadeloupe representatives of 
the foreign market who were able to be in touch with . Guadeloupe's market, 
since they were often looking for products that we can supply. Many activi- 
ties are carried on by this Association, but the goal of all of them is to aid 
in the promotion and development of Guadeloupe's industrial development. 


FRANCE-ANTILLES: What are your plans for the future? 


Mr Pedurand: There are a lot of them. I would say that they involve more con- 
crete and realistic action, because some ideas have now moved on to the level 
of the government and the Common Market, and I think that in coming months and 
years the French Antilles will be considered to be territories that can be used 
to develop exports from the French Antilles, but also exports from metropolitan 
France. For this reason, the image of the French Antilles as being a show- 
window for France is outmoded; no one talks any more about "show window," but 
rather about the French Antilles as a base, a relay point between France and 
the Caribbean. 


These ideas bring with them important plans which are now being studied and 
which nave made possible the arrival in the French Antilles of commercial at- 
taches from the Caribbean area, under the direction of the DRE [expansion un- 
known] representative. This resulted in a number of proposals being made to 
the various ministries, the DOM [Overseas Departments] Ministry, the Finance 
Ministry and others, too. We are awaiting answers from all of those officials 
to the problems that have been raised. 


There are many projects before the Association, and it will provide possibili- 
ties for aiding and promoting their products, not only to producers in the 
French Antilles, but also to metropolitan producers. 














French Companies Consider the Caribbean Zone Marginal 


FRANCE-ANTILLES: What is the policy of the government in the Antilles DOM as 
to using the French Antilles as support for development of metropolitan 
France's foreign trade? 


Mr Pedurand: It is certain that those ideas that have already been voiced--in 
my Opinion--and that have been looked at, are just now beginning to be the sub- 
ject of concrete and precise studies. It is certain that when the French con- 
panies are approached it will be seen that they consider the Caribbean zone to 
be marginal zone rather than a priority zone; they consider that market to be 
too divided, too diversified and complex, and that it carries a number of sig- 
nificant direct costs, and that because of that it might not justify the ef- 
forts of those companies. 


The French government has been aware of the importance of this market, since 
the Americans, the Japanese, the Canadians, the Mexicans, the Colombians and 
the Venezuelans make a lot of use of it. The importance of this market is well 
known and the French government is becoming aware that it is possible, through- 
out the French Antilles, that there will be a chance to reach this market under 
more efficient conditions and at less cost. This is important, because for 
some time the French companies have no longer had the means they used to have, 
because of the international crisis. It is possible that--for this reason-- 
the platform we represent is being looked at a little more closely because we 
are more interesting and we can lower certain costs. 


FRANCE-ANTILLES: About costs. Are Guadeloupe's products competitive on the 
foreign market? 


Mr Pedurand: It is generally believed that Guadeloupe's production can't be 
competitive because of the very considerable production costs, especially so- 
cial and labor costs. People always say that because of this, Guadeloupe's 
products can't confront regional competition. I believe that's a generally ac- 
cepted idea that must be corrected. 


There are many reasons for this: when you study closely the Antilles that 
surround us, you realize that their production costs are now much higher than 
they used to be, for several reasons: first because. having experienced a 
closed market as represented by CARICOM the Antilles didn't 

take into account their productivity and competitiveness needs and they let 
themselves go. Their production instruments are old and haven't followed re- 
cent technology. They have considerably increased the number in their work 
force and achieved much higher production levels. When you look at the cost of 
living in Trinidad you are a little worried, because it has been multiplied by 
two or three in the last few years and you can see very well that our products 
can be competitive on their market. 


What is amazing is that--when the associations are questioned--never at any 
time have the exporters’ associations of Barbados, Trinidad or Jamaica told us 
that they were interested in the low cost of production. They have always 
talked to us about the markets at their disposal. For them the key to success 
was not low-cost labor and low social costs, but the fact that they have mar- 
kets and that, when they are producing on a small island like Barbados they are 
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not producing for Barbados, but for CARICOM, for the big Antilles, the Ameri- 


can market. If we were independent, we would be in a situation inferior to the 
other Caribbean States. 


When you look at the constraints on production in the French Antilles, you are 
struck by the fact that our natural markets are the metropolitan markets, French 
and Luropeans, and that those markets are not really accessible to Guadeloupe's 
production, considering that because of economic pruning in the companies that 
are to do the producing, we are not competitive in relation to our own market. 
So we have to turn to the markets that surround us and study, at the CARICOM 
level, the customs barriers the "negative list'' problems, and there we run into 
a number of difficulties that will be the subject of very precise and close 
discussions at the next negotiations of the Lome Convention. 


That is where there is an antagonistic position between the Common Market and 
the French government: the Common Market says, "You, the French Antilles, you 
are a region that has been put in a disadvantaged position by Europe, and you 
must have the same treatment as the Italian Mezzgiorno, namely that you must 
benefit from the European Development Fund, within and outside of the quota, 

in order to better fight against the harmful consequences of the agreements 
that have been concluded with the associated territories and the ACP [Countries 
of Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific] countries.'' We, the French Antilles, 
have not been benefiting from this European aid. Because of this, we are in 
an ambiguous position which is very unfavorable. I mean in terms of economy 
and the market. Some people want to use this opinion in political terms and I 
am officially opposed to doing that. Such a utilization is a misuse, because 


at no time have we been willing to open up to the Caribbean to become an inde- 
pendent state. 


If we place ourselves in a position of independence, vis-a-vis the Caribbean, 
we are in a condition of inferiority; we have exporting possibilities and we 
have ambitions because we are French, European and Caribbean. If we abandon 
one of those characteristics, we considerably weaken our means and our advan- 
tages. What we have to do is to obtain a proper consistency in all of these 
characteristics and a harmonious outline for all the means at our disposal, be- 
cause thus far we have rather forgotten that we were Antillean and Caribbean 
and we have forgotten that we had the means that we must use in relation to 
foreigners. We must not lose the advantages we acquired to be used in relation 
to foreigners. We must not lose the advantages we have acquired, because if we 
did we would be starting over again from close to zero, and we would be facing 
such difficulties that we could not, at that moment, compete with the indepen- 
dent states around us, that have been organized for a very long time and are 
well coordinated. They are grouped together in associations that are very ef- 
fective, into which it would be very hard for us to be integrated as an inde- 
pendent state, whereas we are very well received there is a French department. 
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Composition of the Executive Committee of Quadexport 


President: Claude Pedurand 

First vice president: Pierre Lacroix, from the Chamber of Agriculture 
Second vice president: Robert-Ferdinand Petrelluzzi, general agent 
Secretary: Yves Pravaz, president of the Pointe-a-Pitre CCI 
Treasurer: Charles Cren, director of the independent port 


Other members: 


Air France: Mr Beltran, cargo manager 

BNP [National Bank of Paris]: Guy Baptiste, senior banking executive 

CGM [expansion unknown]: Mr Perrin, general agent 

Sugar/Rum Association: Mr Grenier, from the association 

FACOMAT [expansion unknown]: Jean Gothland, director of these establishments 
Counselor: Jose Dicale, Foreign Trade [Ministry] counselor 


Extracts from the By-Laws of GUADEXPORT 

Object 

Art 2--The object of the Association is to assist business firms to develop as 
a priority the trade between the Guadeloupe region, the Caribbean as a whole 
and the Americas. 


GUADEXPORT proposes to attain its goals: 


by the exchange of general information on the markets; 
by special intervention or approach missions. 


The Association may itself search for its information and its channels. 


The Association collaborates with the administration when the realization of 
its objective makes such relations desirable. 


The Association may organize any meetings, conferences, or demonstrations, on 
the departmental as well as the regional level, which are likely to contribute 
to the development of the foreign trade of the Guadeloupe region. 


The Association may create or circulate any publications and documents relating 
to its objective and the goal it is pursuing. 


Board and Presidency of the Association 
Art 8--The Executive Committee shall elect: 


A president of the association 
A first vice president 

A second vice president 

A secretary 

A treasurer 
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The president shall represent the association in all meetings held outside 
the country. 


The members of the board may be reelected from year to year. 

Sections of the Association 

Art 9--The association may create sections in the other islands of the archi- 
pelago and the other DOMs if it is felt to be necessary; their operation is de- 
fined by an internal regulation. 


Association Headquarters 


Art 17--The headquarters of the association will be the conference room of the 
Point-a-Pitre Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 


The consular corps promises to make available to the association in addition: 
a permanent secretary, an office and a meeting room. 


The president of the association, assisted by its secretary, may reccive their 


distinguished guests in the office of the vice president of the Champer of Com- 
merce and Industry. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUADELOUPE 


NATION'S SUGAR, RUM, BANANA INDUSTRIES COMPARED WITH MARTINIQUE 


Pointe-a-Pitre FRANCE-ANTILLES in French 1 Jun 83 pp l, 5 


[Article by Andre-Jean Vidal: ''Sugar, Rum and Bananas, Some Comparisons--Be- 
tween the Sister Islands" ] 


[Text] Martinique and Guadeloupe. People have often tried to compare these 
two neighboring islands that are called "sisters," whereas they are in fact 

not comparable, because their nature and their populations, beyond those ethnic 
characteristics that are undeniably similar, are different by "nature." 


To compare that which is not comparable is not easy, but one day a balance 
sheet must be drawn up of the economic activities based on the similar agricul- 
ture of these two French Overseas Departments. 


A triptych, sugar, rum and bananas comes to mind because, with tourism, which 
we will analyze in a forthcoming edition, production of these three products 
is common to both islands and provides, for a large part of the populations-- 
indirectly or directly--a not inconsiderable means of subsistence, if not--at 
another level--a means of enrichment that is no less so. 


It has often been said that if Guadeloupe is sugar, Martinique is rum, and this 
has had an influence on minds deprived of synthesis because, although according 
to connoisseurs Guadeloupe's rum is less highly rated than that of Martinique, 

it does exist nevertheless in considerable quantity, and although Martinique's 

Sugar is neglected for rum of excellent quality, it is not absent from the lo- 

cal economy, far from it. 


Sugar 


Guadeloupe-Martinique. Already a difference shows up, visible because it is 

a material one, between the number of sugar mills on the two islands. Although 
Guadeloupe has four (where are the ten or so that used to be there?)--Gardel, 
Beauport, Grosse Montagne, Grand' Anse--, Martinique is less well provided for, 
despite the fact that both its plants--Lareinty and Galion--are operating. Al- 
though the figures furnished for all of Guadeloupe's plants are 839,819 tons of 
cane ground and 71,757 tons of sugar produced, in Martinique the figures are 
clearly lower because the cultivated area is smaller. 
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in 1982 Martinique's plants ground 147,399 tons of cane, which yielded a pro- 
duction of 1,995 tons of sugar, 36 percent below the figure of the year before. 


Although the average richness of sugar cane is 8.54 percent in Guadeloupe, 
Martinique's average yield makes one wonder--7.58 percent, or a difference ot 

l percent, which may seem a small difference from a distance, but which in fact 
represents a considerable difference. 


These figures for Guadeloupe and Martinique combined, are not at all good if 
they are compared with those for Reunion, where the average yield--declining 
for the last few years--is 13.55 percent. 


lt is not a myth that Cuban boats have been seen coming to Guadeloupe to buy 
Sugar cane which is then resold to the USSR, where they are very fond of these 
little treats. For its part, the tonnage of the sugar marketed from Martinique 
is clearly in a decline, due to an unequivocal regression of 36 percent in pro- 
duction on that island, whose vocation this does not seem to be. 


Beside this staggering lowered production figure, a figure that is its direct 
corollary must be mentioned, the figure for importations (it really did read 
"importations'"!). This year 1,865 tons of sugar, or 66 percent more than for 
the same period of the preceding year, were imported from abroad to Martinique. 


To compensate as much as possible for this deficit, a recovery plan was put in 
place in Martinique for the years 1980-1983. We are there! If it bears re- 
sults soon, it will make it possible to ensure self-sufficiency for Martinique 
in sugar and to prevent a flight of foreign currency that would be injurious to 
the local economy. This requires the planting of several hundred hectares of 
additional cane. 


According to the latest news, development in this area is very much below the 
cstimates that were established. 


The General Council of Martinique decided to restructure the sugar industry by 
creating a single semi-public company to take over sugar production on the 
island. Lareinty was chosen at first and then, after much procrastination, 
they swung over to Galion. 


That procrastination proves that Martinique is still feeling its way--groping- 
ly--as far as sugar is concerned. Fortunately, there is the run. 


Rum 


Three kinds of rum and three kinds of marketing, but problems common to all. 
This is, in a few words, the synthesis of the information we possess on this 
alcoholic liquid so dear to the hearts of the natives of the islands and of 
sailors, they say. 


On both islands, according to a common law, the various rums are named accord- 
ing to three classes connected with distilling them with more or less pressing, 
as well as with aging them. They are called "light," "industrial" and "agri- 
cultural."' For the 9 months of 1982 these three rums combined accounted for a 
production of 84,034 hectoliters of alcohol, as compared to 117,676 for Guade- 
loupe, or 10 percent lower with a low of 27 percent for "light" rum. 
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Martinique reacts and goes up 20 percent from one year to the next, with 
99,626 hectoliters for 9 months of 1982 for all rum classes combined. 


It is noteworthy that the Baccardi distillery, which manufactures essentially 
"light'"' rum, produced 61°percent more than in 1981: 17,852 hectoliters com- 
pared to 11,060 hectoliters the preceding year, over 9 months. 


Rum is marketed toward three simplified destinations: the home country, 
"foreign'' and the local market. 


Guadeloupe, like Martinique, sells abroad and in the home country much less 
than it consumes at home. 


Guadeloupe sells 39,013 hectoliters of rum outside the country, as compared to 
a pure alcohol figure of 50,587 hectoliters for Martinique. Both producers 
ure experiencing a similar 19-percent reduction in exported marketed products. 


The local market, the third sales sector, is still strong but in a continuous 
decline. More is sold at home than abroad, but a pronounced taste for Euro- 
pean spirits is playing a part in declining local sales. 


In Guadeloupe, exports went down 33 percent on the metropolitan market and 8 
percent on the foreign market and it is the "light" rum that is bearing the 
brunt of that disaffection. 


In Martinique, at the same time, more "light'' rum was produced (61 percent), 
but this production is a function of demand, of back orders. 


The price rise brought about by the Martiniquais producers is certainly one 
factor to be considered in explaining the reduced exportation to Europe. 


While the Martiniquais went ahead with raising prices for their production, 
the Guadeloupian producers, taking advantage of the opportunity it gave them, 
lett prices frozen, waited--and sold. 


And Bananas 


And the banana sector? This is a sector that is often forgotten--except in a 
cyclone period. 


There are three categories of bananas harvested: "Extra," "I" and "II." 


e three categories account for a total of 91,372 tons picked against 
79 tons for 1981. This is an increase of over 5 percent for Guadeloupe. 


Lxportation is doing well because it, too, is up 5 percent, despite a short 
period of lowered production due to wind and the beginning of a drought. 


The production is of much better quality. In fact, the "Extra" category went 
up 4.8 percent. 

















As for Martinique, it has had no luck with its banana production: in fact, it 
was below the estimates, for various reasons having to do with weather or para- 
Sitism, and its production remained stagnant: 121,098 in 1982 against 121,958 
tons of bananas in 1981. 


Fortunately, Martinique--and Guadeloupe at a lower level--has benefited from 
an appreciable diminution in African exportation to Europe, especially from the 
ivory Coast. 


Guadeloupe-Martinique. Three similar productions, sugar, rum and bananas; but, 
as we have just seen, the two islands are taking divergent paths and following 
their own destinies, with no real intention to achieve harmony--or to harmo- 
nize--, despite dreams of rapprochement and what no one hesitates to call "The 
Great Guadeloupe-Martinique Region." 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


CUBAN SCIENTISTS VISIT--Georgetown, Guyana, June 21, CANA--Two Cuban scien- 
tists Patricia Sierra and Silvio Montalvo have left Guyana after a short 
visit during which they discussed a number of matters of mutual interest, 
a Cuban Embassy official said here. The official said as a result of the 
talks here, two Guyanese would be sent to Cuba for training in tobacco 
cultivation techniques and another Guyanese will be attached to the resin 
and paint pigment factories in the Cuban republic. The scientists are 
attached to the Cuban Centre for Scientific Investigation (CENIC) and 
their visit was in keeping with a decision made at the last meeting of the 
Guyana-Cuba Joint Commission held in Georgetown last month. The Cubans 
met officials of the local Institute of Applied Science and Technology. 
The Cuban Embassy official said the visit has resulted in a strengthening 
of the already friendly relations between Guyana and Cuba. [Text] 
[FL221235 Bridgetown CANA in English 0010 GMT 22 Jun 83 FL] 


CSO: 3298/1283 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


AGRICULTURAL, LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION INCREASE IN 1982 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 30 May 83 p A-12 


[Text] Agricultural and livestock production in the denationalized 
sector grew by 3.5 percent in 1982, the production increase being 
concentrated in the first half of the year. 


This information has been furnished by the Central Reserve Bank's Economic 
Report, which added that the sector has registered a decline in both 
agricultural and livestock production in the last quarter. 


Favored by the availability of water, which was normal except during the 
brief period of drought in the northern region in the first quarter, 
agricultural activity grew by 2.5 percent during the year. 


Increased production of sugar cane, rice, amylaceous corn and potatoes 
was especially noteworthy. In the cases of sugar cane and amylaceous 
corn--especially sugar cane, which takes a long while to ripen--the 
increase noted signified a return to the levels prevailing before the 
drought of 1980. In the case of amylaceous corn, not only did the area 
planted recover but also a slight increase in yields was achieved. 


Rice cultivation achieved a growth of 7.5 percent, reaching the highest 
levels of production of the last decade. This increase occurred especially 
in the jungle region and in the departments of Tumbes, Piura, Ancash 

and Arequipa, where both the planted area and yield per hectare increased, 
thus offsetting the effects of the first quarters's drought, which 

affected production in Lambayeque and La Libertad. 


On the other hand, production of cotton and wheat declined--in the case 

of the former, discouraged by low international prices and reduced activity 
in the national textile industry and, inthecase of the latter, owing to 
drought in the northern region, where 54 percent of the national total 

is produced. 


The total area planted during the growing season, from August to December, 


grew by 2.7 percent, an increase especially marked in the cases of rice, 
beans and amylaceous corn, 
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With respect to prospects for 1983, it should be pointed out that an 
important part of the total area planted was affected by floods in the 
north and drought in the south during the opening months. The rains 
in the departments of Tumbes and Piura have affected the plantings of 
bananas, cotton and rice. 


Drought in the south, affecting chiefly the department of Puno, is 
causing losses in the cultivation of potatoes, barley and pasturage; 
this is especially true for potatoes, the maturation period of which 

is concentrated in the first three months of the year, and between 60 
and 70 percent of this department's production, which represents 
approximately 14 percent of the national total, would thus be affected. 


Livestock Activity 


Livestock production grew by 5.2 percent during 1982, increased production 
of chicken and the recovery of fresh milk and lamb production being 
especially noteworthy. 


Production of chicken was favored by the growing demand for this product, 
owing to its price being relatively lower than that of alternatives such 
as beef and fish. 


Favorable climatic conditions facilitated the return of fresh milk 
porduction to the levels reached before the 1979-80 drought. The same 
factor influenced recovery of the production of lamb by facilitating an 
increase in productivity per animal. 


During the fourth quarter, a strong increase was noted in the production 
of chicken, favored by seasonal demand, while all other products showed 
a decline as compared with the previous quarter. 


Growth in the production of beef and lamb in 1983 will be affected by 
the shortage of pasturage in the department of Puno, owing to drought. 
This department supplies 10 percent of the total national production of 
beef and 30 percent of that of lamb. 


Agricultural and Livestock 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


BRIEFS 


SENATE PRESIDENT VISITS CHINA--China has "a traditional link" with Peru, 
and relations between the two countries are passing through a "very good" 
Stage that could lead to a "brilliant future," Sandro Mariategui, president 
of the Peruvian Senate, declared today in Peking. The Peruvian politician, 
who is making an 8-day visit to China, told EFE that "vhe countries that 
have coasts on the Pacific should tighten their bonds of friendship, 
because this ocean will be at the center of the world scene in the 2lst 
century." Mariategui, who arrived in Beijing Saturday, has met with Z. 
Ulanhu, vice president of the National People's Congress (parliament) and 
Zhao Ziyang, the Chinese premier. The Peruvian senator described these 
contacts as "very important," since they indicate the political support 

of the two countries’ institutions for "the great possibilities of increased 
commercial relations and bilateral cooperation." For his part, Zhao 

Ziyang stressed the need to promote the South-South dialog and to create 

a new and more just international economic order. [Text] [Lima LA PRENSA 
in Spanish 15 Jun 83 p 5] 12336 


JAPANESE ECONOMIC, TECHNICAL AID--Among Latin American countries, Peru 
enjoys a preferred position to receive economic and technical aid from 
Japan, Eijiro Noda, that country's ambassador to Peru, has stated here. 
Noda was strongly impressed by the dedication of the personnel of Peru Iron 
in their effort to achieve greater growth for that enterprise. "In 

Latin America, Japan accords priority to Peru in carrying out and developing 
measures of economic cooperation," declared Ambassador Noda, who, with 
reference to the situation in the north of the country, said that he 

was only waiting for a specific request from the Peruvian Government to 
take the necessary steps in his own country and inquire into the 
possibility of further aid in addition to the 50,000 dollars originally 
provided by his country. Through his secretary-translator, Konhei 
Nagashima, the Japanese ambassador conceded that he had been greatly 
impressed "by the fact that everyone at Peru Iron from the manager to the 
lowliest worker was striving enthusiastically to achieve greater growth 
for that state enterprise." He observed that it was the first time he 
had visited the Marcona mine and predicted that Japan would increase its 
purchases of minerals from Peru. "We are at a rather difficult moment 
because of the world economic recession, but I think that we will buy 
more iron from Peru in the near future," Noda declared. [Excerpt] 

[Lima LA PRENSA in Spanish 18 Jun 83 p 15] 12336 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


LABOUR ORGAN CALLS FOR BOYCOTT OF INDEPENDENCE FETE 
Basseterre THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 28 May 83 p 5 


[Article by a Kittitian parent] 


[Text ] At a public meeting at George Street 


earlier this month Sydney Morris, Minister 
of Education, threatened that all parents 
who do not allow their children to’ take 
part in the independence celebrations will 
have to keep them at home after 19 September 
and teach them themselves. 


Every parent and guardian in St. 
Kitts knows, of course, that Morris’ has 
no legal right to force children to take 
part in any independence celebrations. 


The government public schools are not 
the property of Morris or any other minister 
of government. 


Ever since the Simmonds government took 
office in February 1980, it has carried out 
a policy of robbing the people of St. Kitts 
of their rights, privileges and freedoms 
what they had taken for granted over the 
years. 


For instance, Simmonds robbed sugar 
workers of goat water and other benefits 
which they had enjoyed for many years, 


Without even notifying the public, he 
imposed a fine on blood ani other-lab tests 
which used to be free for 12 long as people 
can remember. 


Simmonds has given back the sugar 
lands. 
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He has given away the Royal St. 
Kitts Hotel and 30 acres of prime land with 
all its infrastructure, plus the insurance 
money, to a foreigner for a meagre $13 
million E.C. , 


He is planting to sell Fort Thomas 
Hotel, ZIZ and even Brimstone Hill. 


Now he wants to force people in St. 
Kitts to celebrate his mock independence 


In short, the Simmonds government has 
set about to take away every thing which 
the Labour Government acquired, bought or 
built for the people of St. Kitts, every 
right, privilege and benefit which the peo- 
ple struggled for and won under the 
championship of Labour. 


The plan of PAM and NRP is to strip 
the people of St. Kitts naked, and return 
them to their former status of slaves. 


One of the strategies the government 
is i1using to do this wickedness is to inti- 
midate the people of St. Kitts by using 
threats. Morris' threats against the 
parents of St. Kitts must be seen in this 
light. 


Besides being an attempt to coerce the 
people of St. Kitts into celebrating an in- 
dependence they do not want, Morris’ threats 
are also an attack on the personal 

lives of individuals. Schools have been 
informing parents that a sum of $15.00 is 
to be paid for every event the child enters 
in the independence celebration. 


So Morris is ordering parents to spend 
their own hand-earned cash the way he sees 
fit. They have to pay and he says that if 
they don't allow their children to take 
part in the celebration they will have to 
keep them at home. 


This means that the Simmonds government 
is seeking to take away the rights of the 
people in St. Kitts to spend their ow 
money as they choose. 
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Morris' threats are an insult to parents in 
St. Kitts in particular and the people in 
general. 


Parents must refuse to be coerced. 
They must retain their dignity, refuse to be 
intimidated. 


Parents cannot allow their children to 
take part in the independence celebrations 
for the following reasons: 

- The people of St. Kitts have 
already rejected the White Paper proposals 
on which the independence constitution is 
based. Thousands marched against the pro- 
posal, attended protest rallies, criticised 
proposals in the mock meet-the-people meet- 
ings, and signed a petition against the 
proposals. Children should not celebrate 
an independence that their parents have 
rejected. 

- Simmonds independence is a sell out 
of the heritage of every boy and girl in | 
St. Kitts. He has sold St. Kitts to Nevis 
in order to stay in power. On 19 September 
children should wear black to mourn the loss 
of their heritage. 


- The iniependence constitution does 
not benefit St. Kitts. St. Kitts has every 
thing to lose, nothing to gain. St. Kitts 
will not have its own government, but Nevis 
will have its own. St. Kitts will not rule 
itself but Nevis will rule itself and rule 
St. Kitts also. Simmonds and the British 
govermment do not want St. Kitts to have 
its own government. hut they have rigged up 
a scheme in which St. Kitts money is to be 
used to support the Nevis government. Nevis 
will keep al] its money to spend on itself, 
buc it will share St. Kitts money. Nevis 
will be able to borrow money abroad 
as it pleases, and St. Kitts will have to 
foot the bill. There is nothing in the 
independence constitution for the children 
of St. Kitts to celebrate. 


- The wishes of the people of St. 
Kitts are not included in the independence 
constitution. The British government collu- 
ded with the NRP/PAM government to impose 
a constitution that is based on the same 
White Paper proposals which the people have 
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rejected. The British government and the 
Simmonds government have ignored all that 
the people of St. Kitts said and did to 
show their rejection of the hated White 
Paper. 


Parents and guardians, do not allow 
your children to celebrate this mock inde- 
pendence. 


Independence offers St. Kitts nothing. 
The people of St. Kitts will be burdened 
with heavy indirect taxation to pay for the 
cost of running a Nevis government. But 
they won't have a government of their ow. 


Parents and guardians, do not take on 


Morris' threats. Ignore him. Keep your 
children out of the independence mockery. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


BRIEFS 


OPPOSITION UNITY BID--CASTRIES, Tues., (AP)--FRESH attempts are being made to 
unite rival factions in the Opposition Saint Lucia Labour Party. A joint 
statement signed over the weekend said that in keeping with the party's con- 
stitution, the annual convention would be held in August. The statement was 
signed by leaders of the two factions, Opposition Leader Neville Cenac and Mr 
Cecil Lay, M.P., along with former leader Peter Josie. New problems within 
the 32-year-old party, the oldest of three political parties here, surfaced 
after general elections in May last year when the SLP was booted out after 
three chaotic years in power. Its brief rule was marred initially by a power 
struggle and then general public discontent. After the 1982 electons, when 
the SLP won only two of the 17 House of Assembly seats, a dispute emerged over 
who should lead the party. Rival factions held conventions and chose their 
own leaders. In the past 13 months, the SLP has hardly functioned as a polit- 
ical organisation. But there have been a series of indoor meetings aimed at 
reuniting the party. The factions hope to emerge with one leader after the 
August convention. [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 15 Jun 83 p 22] 


CSO: 3298/712 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


BONADIE LIKELY TO MAKE BID TO REPLACE PRIME MINISTER CATO 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 12 Jun 83 p 5B 


(Article by Nora E. Peacocke] 


AFTER 10 years in Barbados on secondment to the 
Caribbean of Labour (CCL) Burns Bonadie 
returned y to St. Vincent. He has resumed duties 
as general secretary of the Commercial, Technical and 
Allied Workers’ Union(CTAWU). Mr. Bonadie came back 
just in time to play a conspicuous part in the industrial 
dispute at the Royal Bank of Canada. This was ultimate- 
ly resolved but management kept over 20 workers 
‘locked out” for about four weeks. 

Opinion both in St. Vincent and in Barbados is strong 
that “The Big Man’ as several of my friends from 
Barbados call him, came back home specifically to take 
over the political leadership of the country from Prime 
Minister Milton Cato, who, by the way, is his uncle. 
However, Mr. Bonadie’s contract for the post of secre- 


[Text ] 


tary — treasurer at the CCL was nearing its end. 


Mr. Bonadie makes no secret of 
the fact that he plans on a polit- 
ical career. He has already taken 
his place in the House of Assem- 
bly as a Government Senator. He 
has also admitted that he ex- 

cts to be a St. Vincent Labour 
2arty candidate in the next gen- 
eral elections He, however, has 
refuted the claim that he is being 
“groomed” for the post of Prime 

inister He pointed out in an 
interview that (this country is a 
democracy and that the post of 
Prime Minister goes automatical 
ly to the leader of the political 
party that wins the elections 

Meanwhile, Vincentians ate won- 
dering just how well Mr Bonadie's 
very active trade union activities 
and his political activities will 
mesh True, the trade union cvoute 
tu political leadership is nothing 
new The tamous Sir Alexander 
Bustamante of Jamaica for exam 
ple, certainly did not resign from 
the presidency of the Bustamante 
Industrial Trade Union when he 
assumed political leadership of 
the country On the other hand, 
Michael Manley resigned from the 
National Workeis' Union when he 
became a parliamentarian I my 
self cannot see how it can be 
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»ssible to avoid a conflict of in- 
erests at all times between a 
trade union and government espe- 
cially a> m St. Vincent the Gov- 
ernment is the biggest employer! 

Further, it is doubtful if the 
rank and file of «se CTAWU will 
be satisfied to 'ave one of their 
top officials sit in the House of 
Assembly as a representative of a 
arty. Earlier this year when 
CT AWL president Cyril Roberts, 
allegedly peeved with the Govern- 
ment and especially the Minister 
of Labour, announced his intention 
of standing against the ruling 
SVLP in the next elections, there 
was such a furore that he had to 
make a public retraction. One of 
the reasons for the opposition by 

AWU members was apparently 
the non-party structure of the 


union 

To date no Senator — either 
Government or opposition — has 
shown any great ‘disposition to- 


wards active participation in par- 
liamentary affairs. Except for 
minor contributions in the Dud et 
debates, their roles have tended 
to be on the passive side. 

It seems unlikely that the 
so-called ‘“‘Big Man’’ will be satis- 








CSO: 


fied with this insignificant vote in 
the game of politics for long. Conse- 
quently there is much conjecture 
oon Se oa _ step in -. 
Bonadie's itical career. One 
rumour has it that he will be- 
come a Minister of State in the 
Prime Minister's office. Another 


tever happens there seem 
little doubt that Mr. Cato is hop- 
ing for great things from his 
nephew. Apparently Burns Bonadie 
is 7 


the ‘“‘new blood,” an infusion of 


which so many regard as vital to 
the survival at the helm of the 
country of the SVLP. 

The crossing of the floor by for- 
mer Health Minister — 


Ministries. 
Further, all does got seem to 


be well between Mr. T who 
for so long has filled the SVLP's 


making it difficult for 
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igh office. ° 

t does not seem as if, with 
what has happened in the recent 
past and what seems to be going 
on now, Mr. Cato would find it 
difficult to reshuffle his Cabinet 
and find a place for Mr. Bonadie. 
There are many precedents with- 
in the Caribbean for the appoint- 
ment of Senators to head is- 
tries — even as senior Ministers. 

The passing over of long-service 
Senators who have never begn 
— Te r ministerial honours 
or any kind of prestigious position 
would. present no problem. One 
Senator is already the speaker. 
The other two Government 
Senators are women. The present 
Government's attitude to women 
— in spite of the two Senators — 
has not been marked by any obvi- 
ous desire to place them in deci- 
sion-making positions. The passing 
over of two women won't matter 
a damn in the Vincentian , 

In spite of the effective manner 
in which Mr. Bonadie used the 
industrial dispute at the Royal 
Bank to force an awareness of 
presence in ‘the trade union arena 
on the consciousness of the St. 
Vincent public there can be no 
doubt that if he has to choose 
between the union and Parlia- 
ment he will choose the latter. 














COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


BRIEFS 


NEW ISRAELI ENVOY--Kingstown, St Vincent, 23 June, CANA--The Israeli ambassador 
to St Vincent and the Grenadines, Mr Shlomo Levy, who is based in Jamaica, 
today ended a 2-day visit to the state. He presented his credentials to 
Governor General Sir Sydney Gun-Munro and held discussions with Prime Minister 
Milton Cato and Foreign Affairs Minister Hudson Tannis. [Text] [FL232300 
Bridgetown CANA in English 2105 GMT 23 Jun 83] 


OPPOSITION PARTIES PROTEST ELECTION LAW--Kingstown, St Vincent, 28 June, CANA-- 
Three opposition parties here, James Mitchell's New Democratic Party (NOP), 
Oscar Allen's United People's Movement (UPM) and the Movement for National Unity 
(MNU) of Dr Ralph Consalves, have agreed on joint action to press demands for 
amendments to representation of the People Act of 1982 which governs the holding 
of general elections here. The parties selected a joint committee to identify 
the precise areas of the act which need to be repealed or to be substantially 
amended, and said they will continue to work jointly where possible against 

the provisions of the act which militate against free and fair elections. 

A plan of action is to be drawn up by the parties at a meeting scheduled for 8 
July. Since 1981, when the act was first read in parliament here, the opposi- 
tion parties have mounted a campaign against the act claiming it was not con- 
ducive to "free and fair elections" and was designed to remove power from the 
hands of the supervisor of elections and place it in the hands of cabinet. 
Government has denied these charges and has argued that the act was meant to 
streamline the electoral process and prevent election fraud. [Text] [FL281020 
Bridgetown CANA in English 0945 GMT 28 Jun 83] 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


TRINIDAD REGISTERS 1982 CARICOM TRADE SURPLUS 
FL241450 Bridgetown CANA in English 2147 GMT 23 Jun 83 
[By Rudi Williams] 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 23 June, CANA--Trinidad and Tobago ended 
1982 with a million dollar trade surplus with its Caribbean Community (Caricom) 
partners, according to official statistics here. 


Imports from Caricom totalled 372 million dollars (1 TT dollar; 41 cents U.S.) 
while exports amounted to 373 million, said the Central Statistical Office 
(CSO). 


Jamaica (35.1 percent) Barbados (27.2 percent) and Guyana (19.6 percent) were 
the main sources of Trinidad and Tobago's 1982 Caricom imports. 


The CSO said that of total domestic exports to the Caricom, Guyana absorbed 
37 percent, Barbados 20.4 percent, Jamaica 18.5 percent, Antigua and Barbuda 
6.7 percent and St Lucia 5.1 percent. 


The CSO said: “Compared with 1981, Caricom agreement imports increased by 88 
million dollars (TT) in 1982. However, domestic exports decreased by 10 
million dollars." 


Imports from Barbados and Jamaica fell by 32 million dollars and 31 million 
dollars respectively. Domestic exports to Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados and 
St Lucia decreased by 32 million dollars 15 million and nine million dollars 
(TT) respectively. 


Domestic exports to Guyana and Jamaica went up by 40 million (TT) and 1l 
million dollars respectively. 


The CSO said that excluding the petroleum sector, Caricom imports were valued 
at 371 million dollars (TT) and domestic exports 123 million dollars (TT) 
during January to 18 December 1982. 


The CSO said that in 1982 Trinidad and Tobago altogether exported 7,336 million 


dollars worth of goods, while imports totalled 8,443 million dollars (TT) leav- 
ing an adverse trade balance of 1,107 million dollars (TT). 
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Noting that petroleum sector accounted for 22.5 percent of total imports and 
88.6 percent of all exports in 1982, the CSO pointed out that when petroleum 
was excluded, the country's imports for the year totalled 6,540 million dollars 
(TT) while total exports amounted to 840 million dollars (TT). 


In 1981 the country recorded a favourable balance of visible trade of 1,512 


million dollars (TT) with exports (including petroleum) totalling 8,941 million 
dollars (TT) and imports (including petroleum) 7,429 million dollars (TT). 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


FAO AGREEMENT--Rome, 23 June, CANA--Trinidad and Agriculture Organisation of 

the United Nations (FAO) have signed an agreement establishing an FAO office 

in Port-of-Spain. The agreement was signed at FAO headquarters, Rome, by 
Ambassador Wilfred Sheik Naimool, permanent representative of Trinidad and 
Tobago to FAO, and the organisation's director-general, Edouard Saouma. Follow- 
ing the ceremony, the Director-General and Ambassador Naimool discussed the 
general agricultural situation in Trinidad and Tobago and the future organisa- 
tion of the work, of the new office, an FAO statement said. [Text] [FL231608 
Bridgetown CANA in English 1446 GMT 23 Jun 83] 
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